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Source: Soldier 
fought to end in 
Niger ambush 

By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — An Ameri¬ 
can soldier killed in an ambush 
in Niger with three comrades 
but recovered days later wasn’t 
captured alive by the enemy or 
executed at close range, The As¬ 
sociated Press has learned, based 
on the conclusion of a military in¬ 
vestigation. It found evidence he 
apparently fought to the end. 

Dispelling 
a swirl of ru¬ 
mors about 
how Sgt. 

La David T. 

Johnson, 25, 
of Miami 
Gardens, 

Fla., died, 
the report 
has deter¬ 
mined that 
he was killed Johnson 
by enemy 
rifle and 

machine gun fire as he fled the 
attack by an offshoot of Islamic 
State about 120 miles north of 
Niamey, the capital of the African 
country. The attack took place 
Oct. 4; Johnson’s body was recov¬ 
ered two days later. 

U.S. officials familiar with the 
findings spoke to the AP on con¬ 
dition of anonymity to describe 
details of an investigation that 
has not been finalized or publicly 
released. 

A 12-member Army Special 
Forces unit was accompanying 30 
Nigerien forces when they were 
attacked in a densely wooded 
area by as many as 50 militants 
traveling by vehicle and carrying 
small arms and rocket-propelled 
grenade launchers. 

The officials familiar with the 
investigation said Johnson was 
hit as many as 18 times from a 
distance by a volley of machine 
gun rounds, and that he was re¬ 
turning fire as he and two Niger¬ 
ien soldiers tried to escape. 

All told, four U.S. soldiers and 
four Nigerien troops were killed 
in the ambush. Two U.S. and eight 
Nigerien troops were wounded. 

The bodies of three U.S. Green 
Berets were located on the day 
SEE NIGER ON PAGE 5 
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James Anthony Lindh III, 3, - nicknamed Tripp - and his father. Army Lt. Col. Tony Lindh, look out their airpiane window pnor to taking 
off on United Airiines’ Fantasy Flight to the “North Pole” in Virginia earlier this month. 

iournef Ae lorth Pole 

Sick children - including several from Walter Reed - 
take off on a fantasy flight to Santa’s workshop 


By Dianna Cahn 
Stars and Stripes 

DULLES, Va. 
I all it anticipation, or fun, or maybe 
* even magic. Whatever it was, it 
started even before the children 
^ set foot at the airport gate. 


In the days leading up to the journey, 
parents held their breath, praying the kids 
would be OK to go. Then the snow crystal- 
ized and United Airline pilots, flight atten¬ 
dants and staff worked through the night, 
volunteering their time to prepare a won¬ 
derland. And finally, the day arrived. 

“I am going to the North Pole!” declared 


O’Rian Jolley, his face glittering with fresh 
face paint and a smile that went from ear to 
ear. 

Balloons and shimmering streamers 
wrapped Gate D7 at Dulles International 
Airport. O’Rian’s mother, Sarah Jolley, said 
her son is going through a tough period with 

SEE JOURNEY ON PAGE 14 
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Aviano to send women 'downtown' to deliver 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — The U.S. 
military is set to end maternity 
care for women assigned to Avi¬ 
ano and Vicenza this spring, leav¬ 
ing obstetrical and other medical 
services to local Italian hospi¬ 
tals that officials say are better 
equipped to handle American pa¬ 
tients than in the past. 

Aviano Air Base’s 31st Medical 
Group hospital — the last bastion 
of American military maternity 
medicine in northern Italy — has 
set May 1 as the last delivery due 
date. After that, local hospitals 
will handle almost all obstetrical 
cases for women at Aviano and 
Vicenza. The unit has delivered 
about 250 babies per year for the 
past decade. 

The end of Aviano’s mater¬ 
nity services is part of a Defense 
Department-mandated downsiz¬ 
ing of the hospital into a clinic 
that will also terminate in-patient 
surgery and reduce services for 
civilians and retirees. 

It’s a back-to-the-future 
change. 

“Before (2006), our babies 


Correction 

In a Dec. 13 story about 
a South Korea-based sol¬ 
dier killed in a vehicle ac¬ 
cident, the surname of Eric 
Schenck’s mother was re¬ 
ported erroneously because 
of incorrect information in 
an Army news release. 

She is Joanne Larson. 
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were all born downtown,” said 
Col. Dawn Eggert, the 31st Medi¬ 
cal Group deputy commander. 
Air Force babies in fact were de¬ 
livered in an Italian hospital from 
1997 to 2006 — but on a ward 
leased and staffed by Air Force 
personnel. 

On a recent tour of one of two 
local hospitals that will be provid¬ 
ing obstetrical care, she said, the 
Italians had put up a banner that 
read, “Welcome Back!” 

“That told us volumes” about 
how the Italians were enthusias¬ 
tic to care for expectant Ameri¬ 
can women and to make their 
deliveries as pleasant as possible, 
Eggert said. 

That wasn’t always the case. 
The U.S. military opened obstet¬ 
rical units in Aviano, and later, 
in Vicenza, partly in response to 
bad experiences U.S. women had 
reported repeatedly: crowded 
labor wards, no pain relief and 
unsympathetic nurses who spoke 
only enough English to shout, 
“Shut up!” at women screaming 
in agony. 

“That was a tremendous dis- 
satisfier,” Brig. Gen. David Ru- 
benstein, then-commander of 
the European Regional Medical 
Command, recalled in 2007. 

Military officials insist that 
Italian hospitals have come a 
long way since then. “They want 
our business,” said Capt. Megan 
Howell, flight commander of 
Aviano’s Tricare Operations and 
Patient Administration. 

“They’re happy to have our 
cases and to accommodate when¬ 
ever they can,” she said. 

Hospital visiting hours may be 
negotiable, she said, flowers may 
be allowed despite policies sup¬ 
posedly forbidding them. 


Hospitals near Aviano and Vi¬ 
cenza, which always have handled 
Americans’ high-risk pregnan¬ 
cies, deliver far more babies than 
military facilities have. Last year, 
for instance, more than 1,000 ba¬ 
bies were delivered at the Porde- 
none hospital near Aviano; 700 
more were delivered at the pri¬ 
vate clinic there. Research shows 
that facilities that perform more 
procedures have better outcomes 
than those that do fewer. 

But there are some significant 
differences in how Italian and 
U.S. health care providers ap¬ 
proach childbirth. Italian hospi¬ 
tals still have visiting hours and 
limit the number of people who 
may be in the delivery room. 
Fathers are not allowed into the 
operating room, where some 38 
percent of Italian deliveries take 
place by caesarian section. 

An especially large cultural 
gap exists in how labor pain is ad¬ 
dressed. More than 60 percent of 
American women get an epidural, 
a nerve block considered highly 
effective in easing pain, with few 
side effects. At Aviano last year, 
64 percent of laboring women got 
them. 

But just 11 percent of women 
did at the Pordenone hospital 
near Aviano, Eggert said, and 
only 7 percent did at the nearby 
private clinic. 

Aviano officials said agree¬ 
ments had been reached with 
both local hospitals to guaran¬ 
tee epidurals to U.S. women who 
want them. They said the low rate 
of epidural use by Italian women 
was due to cultural and personal 
preferences. 

But a 2008 study in Lombar¬ 
dy found that it had more to do 
with cost and availability, and a 


poll suggests that many Italian 
women agree. Until Italy passed 
a law last year requiring hospi¬ 
tals to provide free epidurals to 
women who wanted them, they 
either were unavailable or were 
provided for a fee of up to 1,000 
euros. 

The law was changed after an 
Italian nonprofit group called 
Human Rights in Childbirth 
began a campaign to change what 
the group said was routinely pu¬ 
nitive treatment of women giv¬ 
ing birth, reflecting patriarchal 
beliefs of required maternal 
suffering. 

More than a third of mothers 
in an online poll by conducted by 
the group said hospital staff had 
verbally abused them and nearly 
a quarter said they’d been denied 
requests for pain medication. 

But many American women 
who gave birth at Vicenza-area 
hospitals in recent years have re¬ 
ported excellent childbirth expe¬ 
riences, including kindly nurses, 
speedy pain relief, delicious food 
and the comfort of knowing that 
the hospital was equipped to deal 
with any complications. 

“Of course I got an epidural. We 
all get them. You just fall asleep,” 
said Michela Blosfield, who de¬ 
livered in Vicenza’s San Bortolo 
hospital two years ago. “They 
gave me the best room.” 

If you’re an expectant mother 
associated with the U.S. military, 
“You’re delivering like a VIP,” 
she said. 

Since the Vicenza garrison’s 
birthing center closed in 2014, 
most U.S. women have delivered 
their babies at San Bortolo. Last 
year, 155 did so. But 57 others 
chose instead to “stork nest” for 
a couple of weeks and to deliver 


at Aviano. 

The same Defense Department 
directive that ended maternity 
care at Aviano also meant that 
Navy hospitals in Naples and Sig- 
onella, like at Aviano, would do 
away with inpatient surgery and 
other services 

But those two facilities will 
continue to deliver babies into the 
foreseeable future. 

Tami Begasse, a Navy spokes¬ 
woman, said the decision to con¬ 
tinue providing maternity care 
was made to keep the two fa¬ 
cilities’ services consistent with 
other Navy medical facilities. The 
intent will be to discharge new 
mothers within 24 hours after 
delivery. 

“If a longer length of stay is 
clinically warranted, appropriate 
care will be rendered to best meet 
the medical needs of the mother 
and newborn,” she said. Each of 
the two facilities delivers on aver¬ 
age eight to 11 babies per month. 

Health care in Italy is consid¬ 
ered widely variable between the 
country’s north and south. Hos¬ 
pitals in the Naples and Sigonella 
regions have, respectively, the 
highest and third-highest rates of 
caesarian deliveries in the coun¬ 
try — over 60 percent in Campan¬ 
ia and almost 50 percent in Sicily. 
At certain hospitals in Campania, 
the rate is as high as 95 percent, 
according to some studies. 

Caesarian surgeries, though 
sometimes lifesaving and gener¬ 
ally safe, carry more risks than 
vaginal births, cost more and re¬ 
quire longer maternal recovery 
times. Northern Italian hospitals, 
by contrast, have about a 20 per¬ 
cent rate. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 
Twitter: @montgomerynance 
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China's island-building goes on as tensions ease 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

Beijing has continued its island-building 
and militarization in the South China Sea, 
even as it enters negotiations with neigh¬ 
boring countries that also hold claims over 
disputed territory there. 

“International attention has shifted 
away from the slow-moving crisis in the 
South China Sea over the course of 2017, 
but the situation on the water has not re¬ 
mained static,” the Asia Maritime Trans¬ 
parency Initiative said in a report released 
Thursday. 

Satellite images recently released by the 
Washington-based think tank show that 
during the past year, China has built addi¬ 
tional infrastructure — including hangars, 
bunkers, missile shelters and radar — cov¬ 
ering more than 70 acres on man-made is¬ 
lands in the Spratly and Paracel chains to 
equip larger outposts to be air and naval 
bases. 

The U.S. and others have accused Bei¬ 
jing of further militarizing the region and 
altering geography to bolster its sweeping 
claims across a region where $5 trillion 
in global trade transits each year. China 
says the islands, which were built up using 
sand dredged from the sea bottom and 
then equipped with airstrips and military 
installations, are mainly for civilian pur¬ 
poses and to boost safety for fishing and 
maritime trade. 

The report comes as China joins nego¬ 
tiations with Southeast Asian nations — in¬ 
cluding fellow island claimants Vietnam, 
the Philippines, Malaysia and Brunei — on 
a “code of conduct” for the South China 
Sea. Tensions over the issue with the U.S., 
which occasionally conducts freedom-of- 
navigation patrols near those islands, also 
have eased, despite Washington’s criticism 
of Beijing’s conduct. Adm. Harry Har¬ 
ris — head of U.S. Pacific Command and 
a vocal critic of Beijing’s activities in the 
sea — has referred to the islands as China’s 
“great wall of sand.” 

China’s land-reclamation efforts in the 
Spratly and Paracel chains appeared to be 
complete by mid-2017, the report said. 

“But Beijing remains committed to 
advancing the next phase of its build-up 
— construction of the infrastructure nec¬ 
essary for fully-functioning air and naval 
bases on the larger outposts,” it added. 

New facilities shown in the images “ac¬ 
count for about 72 acres ... of new real 
estate at Fiery Cross, Subi, and Mischief 
Reefs in the Spratlys, and North, Tree, and 



In 2017, construction was undertaken on 
buildings covering 17 acres on Mischief 
Reef. 


Triton Islands in the Paracels,” the report 
said. 

In October and November, China de¬ 
ployed J-llB fighter jets and Y-8 transport 
aircraft to Woody Island, its military and 
administrative headquarters in the South 
China Sea, it added. 


Marine Lt. Col. 
Christopher Logan, 
a Pentagon spokes¬ 
man, said Thursday 
he could not com¬ 
ment in detail on 
U.S. assessments of 
the region but that 
“further militariza¬ 
tion of outposts will 
only serve to raise 
tensions and cre¬ 
ate greater distrust 
among claimants.” 

Brad Glosserman, 
a visiting profes¬ 
sor at Tokyo’s Tama 
University, said the 
continued buildup is 
no surprise. 

“This has been on¬ 
going,” he said. “The 
fact that it’s publicly 
released means it has been known for a 
while.” 

There was a lull in South China Sea ten¬ 
sions as Beijing sought stability during the 
Communist Party Congress in October and 
the U.S. focused on North Korea, Glosser¬ 
man said. 

However, tensions likely will build up 
again as America seeks changes to its trade 
relationship with China, he added. 


This 

has been 
ongoing. 

The fact that 
it’s pubiiciy 
reieased 
means it 
has been 
known for a 
whiie. ^ 

Brad 

Glosserman 

visiting professor 
at Tokyo’s Tama 
University 


Information from The Associated Press was used 
in this report. 
robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 



Above: Fiery Cross Reef saw the most construction during the course of 2017, 
with work on buildings covering 27 acres, according to a recent report by the Asia 
Maritime Transparency Initiative. 

Below: Subi Reef saw considerable building activity in 2017, with work on buildings 
covering about 24 acres. 



Upcoming COLA cuts leave some Japan-based troops fuming 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — 
Some troops are seeing red over plans to 
cut an allowance that compensates them 
for the high cost of living in Japan by as 
much as half 

A table laying out projected adjust¬ 
ments to the cost-of-living allowance, also 
known as COLA, was shared recently on 
social media by U.S. Naval Forces Japan. 
Servicemembers are expected to see the 
changes in their Jan. 15 paychecks. 

Officials project a small hike for person¬ 
nel at Naval Air Facility Atsugi and Camp 
Zama and no change for those assigned to 
Camp Fuji. However, there will be COLA 
decreases for many other personnel in 
Japan, according to the table. 

For example, an E-6 servicemember 
with six years of service and two depen¬ 


dents living off post can expect a 30 percent 
COLA drop if they are assigned to Yokota 
Air Base in western Tokyo. Yokosuka- 
based servicemembers will see their al¬ 
lowance cut nearly in half 

The news provoked a flurry of negative 
comments from servicemembers and their 
families. 

“There is no way junior enlisted can 
handle this kind of cut,” Brenda Walker, a 
personal trainer with Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation at Yokosuka, said Friday. “And 
with giving such little warning, how are 
families able to prepare?” 

Officials at the Defense Travel Manage¬ 
ment Office cited “decreases in recreation 
and transportation” costs as reasons for 
the drop at Yokosuka, home of the Navy’s 
7th Fleet. 

Some on social media felt the cut would 
be especially hard for those living at Ikego, 
a housing area about seven miles from Yo¬ 


kosuka Naval Base. The fastest and most 
direct route between Ikego and Yokosuka 
is the Yokohama-Yokosuka Toll Road, 
which costs 310 yen, or about $2.75, each 
way, according to Navy Installations Com¬ 
mand. Local roads take longer and con¬ 
sume more fuel, and taking public transit 
costs about the same. 

In addition to daily commuting costs, 
these personnel either shop on the local 
economy or go to their parent base for 
items not carried by a Navy Exchange 
mini-mart at Ikego. 

Others complained about rising prices at 
on-base commissaries. 

COLA rates fluctuate on a monthly basis, 
but are calculated based on an annual 
survey, the retail pricing schedule, which 
tracks the prices of 120 items and services; 
a living-patterns survey, conducted every 
three years, which studies the spending 
habits of troops and their families; and 


on the currency exchange rate, which de¬ 
termines how strong the dollar is versus 
foreign currency, the Air Force said in a 
statement explaining the cuts. 

“A couple of my friends are trying to get 
[Yokosuka’s] approval to run small busi¬ 
nesses out of their homes,” Walker said. 

She also said some people at Yokosuka 
are requesting expired coupons from 
friends in the U.S. because the exchange 
honors them six months past their expira¬ 
tion dates, or are selling unwanted items 
on garage sale groups to get quick cash. 

“Everyone has some adjustments to 
make,” Walker said. 

Troops will have the opportunity to take 
the annual expenses survey and the living- 
patterns survey next summer, the Air 
Force statement said. 

cook.leon@stripes.com 
Twitter: @LeonCookl2 
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Hodges retires 
as commander of 
US Army Europe 


By Dan Stoutamire 
Stars and Stripes 

WIESBADEN, Germany — 
The Army general who oversaw 
the most significant buildup of 
U.S. troops and infrastructure 
since the end of the Cold War 
retired Friday after more than 
three years in command. 

Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges took the 
reins of U.S. Army Europe in late 
2014 in the wake of the Russian 
intervention in Ukraine and im¬ 
mediately began managing an 
intensive NATO and U.S. pro¬ 
gram to beef up its deterrence on 
the alliance’s eastern flank. 

Since then, tank and helicopter 
brigades have rotated through 
Europe, and military vehicles 
and equipment have been prepo¬ 
sitioned in Germany, the Neth¬ 
erlands and Poland. In addition, 
the alliance has stationed four 
battle groups along the Russian 
frontier — one each in Poland, 
Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. 

“We do not want to be in a 
state of perpetual confrontation. 
We want Russia to once again 
be a part of the international 
democratic community, a great 
nation that contributes to stabil¬ 
ity and security in Europe and 
around the world,” Hodges said 
before his retirement ceremony 
at USAREUR headquarters in 
Wiesbaden. 

“But Russia must abide by its 


agreements and international law 
and norms and respect the sover¬ 
eignty of European nations. Then 
we can get back to playing hockey 
again,” he said. 

Countering Russian expan¬ 
sionism hasn’t been an easy task. 
Drawdowns after the Cold War 
and during the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan reduced the number 
of permanent forces in Europe 
to just 30,000 troops, and the last 
US. tanks were withdrawn from 
the Continent. 

One of Hodges’ catchphrases 
was the need to make that 30,000 
appear to be 300,000. He has fol¬ 
lowed that up with an emphasis 
on mobility and cooperation with 
NATO allies. 

The existing rail network is 
still insufficient, Hodges said. 
“That’s an area we can improve, 
and I think the European Union 
will play a critical role.” 

Under Hodges’ tenure, frequent 
exercises in Eastern Europe and 
Germany stretched thin the two 
remaining combat brigades in 
Europe — the 2nd Cavalry Regi¬ 
ment and the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade. The addition of the heel- 
to-toe rotational program — now 
in its second year — has helped 
with manpower. But if the Army 
expands further, Hodges said, 
he’d like to see some of those re¬ 
sources come to Europe. 

“Some capabilities that would 
be helpful are logistics, transpor- 
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The outgoing commander of U.S. Army Europe, Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges, left, passes the unit’s colors to 
Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti, commander of U.S. European Command, at the relinquishment-of-command and 
retirement ceremony for Hodges at Clay Kaserne in Wiesbaden, Germany, on Friday. 



Scaparrotti applauds U.S. Army Europe soldiers during the ceremony. 

tation, engineers, missile defense, the capacity would make us even 
We have these, but to increase more effective,” he said. 


During the ceremony, Hodges 
was presented with medals and 
awards from Gen. Curtis Scap¬ 
arrotti, U.S. European Com¬ 
mand chief and NATO’s supreme 
commander. 

The outgoing USAREUR chief 
praised the efforts of his host na¬ 
tion, Germany, and other alliance 
members. 

He called Germany Ameri¬ 
ca’s “indispensable partner and 
ally” and reiterated his view that 
NATO is the “most successful” 
and “most important” security 
alliance in the world. 

Hodges will retire to his home 
state of Florida, where he plans to 
work for the Center for European 
Policy Analysis, a think tank. 

Mqj. Gen. Timothy McGuire, 
USAREUR’s deputy command¬ 
ing general since the summer of 
2016, will serve as acting USA¬ 
REUR commander until a re¬ 
placement for Hodges is found. 

stoutamire.dan@strTpes.com 
Twitter: @DKS_Stripes 


2nd Cavalry Regiment gets first of new, upgunned Strykers 



Martin EcNASH/Stars and Stripes 

The turret of one of the 2nd Cavalry Regiment’s new upgunned 
Strykers with a 30 mm cannon still wrapped sits at Vilseck, 

Germany, on Wednesday. 


By Martin Egnash 
Stars and Stripes 

VILSECK, Germany — Christ¬ 
mas came early for the Army’s 
2nd Cavalry Regiment when the 
first of the new, upgunned Stryk¬ 
ers arrived last week, with their 
main guns still waiting to be 
unwrapped. 

The regiment is the first unit 
in Europe to receive the new ar¬ 
mored infantry fighting vehicles, 
which are built by General Dy¬ 
namics. They are equipped with 
a new turret mounting a 30 mm 
autocannon — a huge increase in 
firepower from the current M2 
.50-caliber machine guns, allow¬ 
ing the eight-wheel-drive troop 
transport to take on a larger vari¬ 
ety of armored opponents. 

The decision to speed develop¬ 
ment of the upgraded Strykers 
was made in 2015, shortly after 
Russia’s intervention in Ukraine. 
The U.S. side soon realized that 
the machine-gun-armed Stryker 
was outclassed by the Russian 
BMP-3 tracked infantry fight¬ 
ing vehicle, which mounts a 100 
mm low-velocity gun, or BTR-82 


^If we have a chance encounter with a (Russian) 
BMP, this makes us much more lethal. ^ 

Col. Patrick Ellis 

2nd Cavalry Regiment commander 


wheeled transporters, with either 
a 30 mm autocannon or a 120 mm 
gun mortar. 

The new 30 mm cannons on the 
“Dragoon” Strykers, named after 
the 2nd Cavalry Regiment, can 
fire high-explosive, armor-pierc¬ 
ing and air-burst rounds. They 
have double the range of the ma¬ 
chine guns. These benefits give 
the cavalrymen an added level of 
precision and lethality. 

“The threat that we would face 
in Europe is mechanized-based,” 
said 2nd Cavalry Regiment com¬ 
mander Col. Patrick Ellis. “If we 
have a chance encounter with a 
BMP, this makes us much more 
lethal.” 

Critics of the Stryker vehicles 
have claimed they lack the fire¬ 
power of modern tanks. While 


these new, upgunned Strykers 
still do not possess the lethality of 
a tank, the added 30 mm cannon 
does drastically increase their ca¬ 
pability to engage armored fight¬ 
ing vehicles and light tanks. 

The Stryker’s primary role re¬ 
mains that of an infantry carrier 
capable of transporting as many 
as nine soldiers onto the battle¬ 
field. It isn’t meant to face armor 
in a straight fight. Instead, the in¬ 
fantrymen carry their own anti¬ 
tank weapons. 

“Were not going to be chasing 
tanks. That’s not what were here 
for,” Ellis said. “We are valued 
for our mobility and ability to 
move large amounts of infantry 
forward quickly.” 

egnashi.marti n@stripesVco~m 

Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 
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6 Civil War 
soldiers get 
special notice 
at Antietam 



Meredith TiBBETTs/Stars and Stripes 


Participants lay wreaths on graves Saturday during Wreaths Across 
America at Antietam National Cemetery in Sharpsbui^, Md. 


By Meredith Tibbetts 

Stars and Stripes 

SHARPSBURG, Md. — In the 
back corner of Antietam National 
Cemetery, a good 25 yards from 
any other plot, are six graves. 
They are the final resting places 
of African-American soldiers 
who died in the Civil War battle 
of Antietam — segregated even in 
death. 

Saturday afternoon, they 
were first to be honored during 
the cemetery’s Wreaths Across 
America ceremony. 

“Back in the day, everything 
was segregated,” said Keith 
“Tiny” Nelson. “As you can see, 
they’re way back there, versus 
in the midst of everybody. Now, 
in today’s military, everybody is 
intertwined together. It doesn’t 
matter what color, creed or what¬ 
ever the case may be, that all of us 
[are] together. We serve one pur¬ 
pose: to serve the United States of 
America.” 

Nelson, who was a military po¬ 
liceman for eight years, served in 
Operation Desert Storm and in 
Somalia. He learned about those 
six men last year. 

“Last year, when I laid the 
wreath for Ron Fisher, I tried to 
pull his information. There was 
nothing on Google or any refer¬ 
ence to who he was,” Nelson said. 

Nelson wanted to see if he could 


find out whether any of Fisher’s 
family was still living in the area, 
to send a card and let them know 
he wasn’t forgotten. 

“That’s big respect for us to 
start the whole ceremony off,” 
Nelson said. 

Antietam was the deadliest one- 
day battle of the Civil War, taking 
place Sept. 17, 1862, and leaving 
23,100 men killed, wounded or 
listed as missing. Approximately 
4,000 men died in the battle, and 
more would perish from disease 
soon afterward. 

Marine Corps Master Gunnery 
Sgt. James Brown, also known as 
Deuce, is stationed at Quantico, 
and is president of the Peleliu 
Chapter of Leatherneck Nation 
Motorcycle Club. Brown has been 
in the Marines for 25 years. 

“We watched Wreaths Across 
America at Arlington (National 
Cemetery) grow to where it is 


today, and we realized that in our 
local backyard — we’re out of 
Williamsport, Md. — Antietam 
wasn’t even getting recognized at 
all. So we took it upon ourselves 
to start it about four years ago,” 
Brown said. 

Since then, the ceremony has 
grown significantly. The first 
year. Leatherneck Nation could 
place only 84 wreaths. The second 
year, they raised enough money to 
place 400. By the third year, they 
were up to 700 wreaths. 

This year, they were able to 
place exactly 1,701 wreaths 
across the cemetery. 

Of the six men in the corner. 
Brown said, “There’s too much ha¬ 
tred in this country. And we need 
to bring that together. Those gen¬ 
tlemen deserve the same honor 
and respect as everybody else 
here. And we want to send that 
message by honoring them first.” 


Niger: Officials say report finds that slain 
US soldier ran for safety during ambush 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

of the attack, but Johnson’s re¬ 
mains were not. The gap in time 
led to questions about whether 
Johnson was killed in the assault 
and was not found, or if he was 
taken away by the enemy. 

According to the officials, a 
medical examination concluded 
that Johnson was hit by fire from 
M4 rifles — probably stolen by 
the insurgents — and Soviet- 
made heavy machine guns. It is 
believed he died in the attack. 

The officials said Johnson was 
found under thick scrub brush 
where he tried to take cover. There 
were no indications he was shot at 
close range or had been bound or 
taken prisoner, as several media 
reports have suggested. 

A US. Africa Command began 
its investigation with a team 
headed by Army M^. Gen. Roger 
Cloutier, the command’s chief of 
staff. The team visited locations 
in Niger to collect evidence and 
information about the attack, 
and soon will submit a draft of 
Cloutier’s report to Marine Gen. 
Thomas Waldhauser, head of 
Africa Command. Waldhauser 
could ask for additional informa¬ 
tion. The final report is expected 
to be released next month. 

The officials familiar with the 


report’s conclusions said that dur¬ 
ing the attack, Johnson and two 
Nigerien soldiers tried to get to 
a vehicle to escape, but were un¬ 
able to do so, became separated 
from the others and were shot as 
they were running for safety. 

The report concluded that 
Johnson, who was athletic and a 
runner, was in the lead and got 
the farthest away, seeking cover 
in the brush. Officials said there 
were a number of enemy shells 
around Johnson, and evidence 
that he appeared to fight to the 
end. His boots and other equip¬ 
ment were stolen later, but he was 
still wearing his uniform. 

As news of the ambush came 
out, the US. military sent in res¬ 
cue teams to search for Johnson, 
not making his status public in 
the hope he might have gotten 
away and was still alive and hid¬ 
ing. The Pentagon only acknowl¬ 
edged that he was missing after 
his body was located two days 
later by local forces. 

The Pentagon has declined to 
release details about the exact 
mission of the commando team. 
US. officials previously have said 
that the joint US.-Niger patrol 
had been asked to assist a second 
American commando team hunt¬ 
ing for a senior ISIS member, who 


also had former ties to al-Qaida in 
the Islamic Maghreb. The team 
had been asked to go to a location 
where the insurgent last had been 
seen, and to collect intelligence. 

After completing that mission, 
the troops stopped in a village 
for a short time to get food and 
water, then left. The US. military 
believes someone in the village 
could have tipped off attackers to 
the presence of US. commandos 
and Nigerien forces in the area, 
setting the ambush in motion. 

U.S. special operations forces 
routinely have been working with 
Niger’s forces, helping them to 
improve their abilities to fight ex¬ 
tremists in the region. That effort 
has increased in recent years, the 
Pentagon said. 

The three other Americans 
killed were Staff Sgt. Bryan C. 
Black, 35, of Puyallup, Wash., 
Staff Sgt. Jeremiah W. Johnson, 
39, of Springboro, Ohio, and Staff 
Sgt. Dustin M. Wright, 29, of 
Lyons, Ga. 

Johnson’s combat death led to a 
political squabble between Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump and a Dem¬ 
ocratic congresswoman from 
Florida after Trump told John¬ 
son’s pregnant widow in a phone 
call that her husband “knew what 
he signed up for.” 


Okinawa governor 
wants all US 
aircraft grounded 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— Okinawa’s governor has de¬ 
manded that all U.S. military air¬ 
craft be grounded on the island 
for safety checks after a Marine 
Corps helicopter lost a window 
over an elementary school on 
Wednesday. 

Gov. Takeshi Onaga’s com¬ 
ments came Thursday during a 
meeting in Tokyo with Japan’s 
State Minister of Defense Tomo- 
hiro Yamamoto, State Minister 
for Foreign Affairs Masahisa Sato 
and U.S. Embassy Deputy Chief 
of Mission Joseph Young, said of¬ 
ficials with Okinawa Prefecture. 

The window inexplicably fell 
from a CH-53E Super Stallion at 
about 10:10 a.m. Wednesday, land¬ 
ing on Futenma Daini Elemen¬ 
tary School’s sports field, where 
more than 50 schoolchildren 
were playing. One boy received 
minor injuries from a pebble that 
flew up during impact. 

The school is next to Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma’s 
fence line. Marine officials are 
investigating the incident. 

“I cannot help but feel strong 
resentment since one wrong 
move could have led to a seri¬ 
ous accident, which could have 
involved many children’s lives," 
Onaga wrote in a letter of pro¬ 
test addressed to Japan’s foreign 
and defense ministers and U.S. 
Ambassador to Japan William 
Hagerty. 

The strongly anti-U.S.-base 
governor also requested an in¬ 
vestigation into — and prompt 
disclosure of — what caused 
the accident, viable preventive 
measures and revisions to the 
U.S. military’s maintenance and 
safety-management structure. 

US. Forces Japan officials 
did not immediately respond to 
requests for comment Friday; 
however, local news reports in¬ 
dicated that Futenma’s air op¬ 
erations were continuing, albeit 
without the Super Stallion. 

In his remarks Thursday, 
Onaga pointed out that Futenma 
aircraft repeatedly have been in¬ 
volved in mishaps, crashes and 
emergency landings that cause 
fear and anxiety for local resi¬ 
dents. He accused the U.S. mili¬ 
tary of making air operations a 
priority over safety. 

Onaga also called attention to a 
Dec. 7 incident in which a plastic 
part thought to belong to a U.S. 
military aircraft landed on the 
roof of a local day care facility. He 
said such accidents should never 
happen, especially at places like 
nursery or elementary schools, 
where children should be safe. 

“It is absolutely unacceptable 


and gave great shock for the Oki¬ 
nawan people, who are forced to 
carry out their lives next to U.S. 
military bases,” he said. 

Onaga called on the Japanese 
government to take emergency 
measures to eliminate dangers 
posed by Futenma flights, includ¬ 
ing shuttering the base within 
the next five years. That demand 
could be complicated by his op¬ 
position to a plan to relocate Ma¬ 
rine air operations north to Camp 
Schwab. 

Yamamoto said he has asked 
Lt. Gen. Jerry Martinez, USFJ’s 
commander, to ground all Super 
Stallions. He also said he told 
Onaga about plans to request that 
the safety of all U.S. military air¬ 
craft be “completely assured” be¬ 
fore each flight. 

Also on Thursday, Okinawa po¬ 
lice confirmed that about five of¬ 
ficers from the prefectural police 
headquarters and Ginowan police 
visited Futenma to deliver the 
CH-53E window back to Marine 
officials. They then were allowed 
to inspect the aircraft. They de¬ 
clined to comment further. 

burke.matt@s'trlpes.c~om 
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Pentagon official sought to release UFO data 


Golden Knights’ jump sparks UFO sighting 



Daniel GERLACH/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Members of the Army Golden Knights descend upon Sicily Drop Zone during the 20th 
annual Randy Oler Memorial Operation Toy Drop on Dec. 2 at Fort Bragg, N.C. The 
Golden Knights strapped on flares to jump at night during this year's Christmas tree 
lighting ceremony, prompting a report of a UFO sighting. 


By Drew Brooks 

The Fayetteville (N.C.) Observer 

Fort Bragg’s Golden Knights frequently 
display unworldly talent as they perform 
around the globe. But are they aliens? 

Definitely not. The Golden Knights, also 
known as the U.S. Army Parachute Team, 
are highly trained soldiers who have wowed 
crowds at air shows, international compe¬ 
titions and sporting events for nearly 60 
years. They also perform on and around 
Fort Bragg — where they are based — 
throughout the year. 

But at least one person in the Knights’ 
own backyard confused the paratroopers 
for a UFO. 

On Dec. 1, a user of the website ufostalker. 
com reported a sighting at about 5:25 p.m. 
on Nov. 30. The website is a real-time track¬ 
ing system based on reporting to the Mutual 
UFO Network, or MUFON. 

“[Five] burning orbs appeared to be com¬ 
ing through the atmosphere before rapidly 
changing directions, both descending and 
ascending,” the user wrote. “[Three] more 
orbs came in and did similar things before 
this.” 

The date and time of the sighting corre¬ 
sponds to Fort Bragg’s annual Christmas 
tree lighting ceremony. The event draws 
thousands to the Main Post Parade Field 
each year for family-friendly events, includ¬ 
ing musical performances, an appearance 
by Santa Claus and a jump by the Golden 
Knights. 

The report at ufostalker.com includes a 
video of the sighting, which clearly matches 
videos taken of the Golden Knights at the 
tree lighting event, including one posted 
by this reporter during the tree lighting 
ceremony. 

The Golden Knights are well-known 
around the world. 

Millions of people see them perform each 
year. 

They have also earned more than 2,000 
gold medals in international and national 


competitions and nearly 2,000 silver and 
bronze medals, too. 

The team has also broken roughly 350 
world records. 

But, by design, most of their jumps take 
place in daylight. 

The Nov. 30 jump was a rare exception. 

Before they could light the post Christmas 
tree, officials needed the skies to darken. 


So, naturally, the Golden Knights jumped 
as night fell on the nation’s largest military 
installation. 

And they compensated for the lack of vis¬ 
ibility by strapping on flares. 

It made for quite the show. 

And to at least one person, it was an out- 
of-this-world experience. 


Secret program 
collected, analyzed 
reported sightings 

By Joby Warrick 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Just before 
leaving his Defense Department 
job two months ago, intelligence 
officer Luis Elizondo quietly ar¬ 
ranged to secure the release of 
three of the most unusual videos 
in the Pentagon’s secret vaults: 
raw footage from encounters be¬ 
tween fighter jets and “anomalous 
aerial vehicles” — military jargon 
for UFOs. 

The videos, all taken from cock¬ 
pit cameras, show pilots struggling 
to lock their radars on oval-shaped 
vessels that, on screen, look 
vaguely like giant flying Tic Tacs. 
The strange aircraft — no claims 
are made about their possible ori¬ 
gins or makeup — appear to hover 
briefly before sprinting away at 
speeds that elicit gasps and shouts 
from the pilots. 

Elizondo, in an internal Penta¬ 
gon memo requesting that the vid¬ 
eos be cleared for public viewing, 
argued that the images could help 
educate pilots and improve avia¬ 
tion safety. But in interviews, he 
said his ultimate intention was to 
shed light on a little-known pro¬ 
gram Elizondo himself ran for 
seven years: a low-key Defense 
Department operation to col¬ 
lect and analyze reported UFO 
sightings. 

The existence of the program, 
known as the Advanced Aviation 
Threat Identification Program, 
was confirmed officially for the 
first time Saturday by a Penta¬ 
gon spokesman. The acknowledg¬ 
ment came in response to media 
inquiries, which were generated 
in part by a start-up company Eli¬ 
zondo has joined since retirement. 
The private company special¬ 
izes in promoting UFO research 
for scientific and entertainment 
purposes. 

Current and former Pentagon 
officials confirm that the Penta¬ 
gon program has been in existence 
since 2007 and was formed for the 
purpose of collecting and analyz¬ 
ing a wide range of “anomalous 
aerospace threats” ranging from 
advanced aircraft fielded by tra¬ 
ditional U.S. adversaries to com¬ 
mercial drones to possible alien 
encounters. It is a rare instance 
of ongoing government investiga¬ 
tions into a UFO phenomenon that 
was the subject of multiple official 
inquiries in the 1950s and 1960s. 

Spending for the program to¬ 
taled at least $22 million, according 
to former Pentagon officials and 
documents seen by The Washing¬ 
ton Post, but the funding officially 
ended in 2012. “It was determined 
that there were other, higher pri¬ 
ority issues that merited funding 
and it was in the best interest of 
the DOD to make a change,” Pen¬ 
tagon spokesman Tom Crosson 
explained in a statement. 

But officials familiar with the 
initiative say the collection ef¬ 
fort continued as recently as last 


month. The program operated 
jointly out of the Pentagon and, at 
least for a time, an underground 
complex in Las Vegas managed 
by Bigelow Aerospace, a defense 
contractor that builds modules 
for space stations. It generated at 
least one report, a 490-page vol¬ 
ume that describes alleged UFO 
sightings in the United States and 
numerous foreign countries over 
multiple decades. 

Neither the Pentagon nor any 
of the program’s managers have 
claimed conclusive proof of extra¬ 
terrestrial visitors, but Elizondo, 
citing accounts and data collected 
by his office over a decade, argues 
that the videos and other evidence 
failed to generate the kind of high- 
level attention he believes is war¬ 
ranted. As part of his decision to 
leave the Pentagon, he not only 
sought the release of videos but 


also penned a letter to Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis complain¬ 
ing that a potential security threat 
was being ignored. 

“Despite overwhelming evi¬ 
dence at both the classified and 
unclassified levels, certain indi¬ 
viduals in the [Defense] Depart¬ 
ment remain staunchly opposed 
to further research on what could 
be a tactical threat to our pilots, 
sailors and soldiers, and perhaps 
even an existential threat to our 
national security,” Elizondo said 
in the letter, a copy of which was 
provided to The Post. 

The first public revelations of 
the program came in a video con¬ 
ference aired in October by To the 
Stars Academy for Arts and Sci¬ 
ences, the firm Elizondo joined as 
a consultant after retiring from 
his Pentagon job. The New York 
Times and Politico reported the 


existence of the program on their 
websites Saturday. The Wash¬ 
ington Post conducted several 
confidential interviews over two 
months with Elizondo and Chris¬ 
topher Mellon, a former deputy 
assistant secretary of defense for 
intelligence who also is an officer 
of the private firm. 

Documents provided by the 
former officials included letters 
of support by former Senate ma¬ 
jority leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., 
a key backer of the initiative who 
helped secure funding for the pro¬ 
gram and sought to ensure a high 
degree of secrecy. Elizondo said 
knowledge of the program was 
limited, even within the Pentagon 
itself He said the program had 
multiple enemies at senior lev¬ 
els of the department, from offi¬ 
cials who were either skeptical or 
ideologically opposed to AATIP’s 


mission. 

“I was honored to serve at 
the DOD and took my mission 
of exploring unexplained aerial 
phenomena quite seriously,” Eli¬ 
zondo said. “In the end, however, 
I couldn’t carry out that mission, 
because the department — which 
was understandably overstretched 
— couldn’t give it the resourc¬ 
es that the mounting evidence 
deserved.” 

It is difficult to draw conclu¬ 
sions about the nature of the un¬ 
identified vessels from the videos 
alone. Experts generally urged 
caution, explaining that reported 
UFO sightings often turn out to 
have innocuous explanations. 

Elizondo, a 22-year veteran of 
the department who has held top 
security clearance and worked on 
secret counterintelligence mis¬ 
sions, said he chose to join the pri¬ 
vate venture because he believed 
it was the best way to continue the 
work he was unable to complete as 
a government employee. 

“I left to find an environment 
where investigating these phe¬ 
nomena is priority number one,” 
he said. 


^1 left to find an environment where investigating these 
phenomena is priority number one.' 

Luis Elizondo 

former head of the Pentagon’s Advanced Aviation Threat Identification Program 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Suicide bombers 
attack Pakistan 
church, killing 9 

By Abdul Sattar 

Associated Press 

QUETTA, Pakistan—Two suicide bombers struck 
a church in Pakistani on Sunday, killing nine people 
and wounding more than 50 others, authorities said, 
in the first attack on a church claimed by the coun¬ 
try’s Islamic State affiliate. 

Sarfaraz Bugti, home minister for the southwest¬ 
ern Baluchistan province, said hundreds of worship¬ 
pers were attending services at the church ahead of 
Christmas. He said the attackers clashed with secu¬ 
rity forces, with one assailant killed at the entrance 
while the other made it inside. 

Baluchistan police chief Moazzam Ansari praised 
the response of security forces guarding the church, 
saying the attacker who made it inside was wounded 
and unable to reach the main building. “Otherwise 
the loss of lives could have been much higher,” he told 
reporters. 

Quetta police chief Abdur Razzaq Cheema said a 
search is underway for two suspected accomplices 
who escaped. 

Wasim Baig, spokesman for Quetta main hospital, 
confirmed the attack’s toll, updating earlier accounts 
from officials. 

No one immediately claimed the attack. Muslim 
extremists have targeted Pakistan’s small Christian 
minority in the past. 

Local television showed ambulances and security 
patrols racing to the scene while women and children 
were being led out of the church’s main gate. 

Hospital officials said two women were among 



Arshad Butt/AP 


A man helps an injured woman and a child 
following an attack Sunday on a church in Quetta, 
Pakistan. 

the dead while another five women and two children 
were among the wounded. 

A young girl in a white dress sobbed as she re¬ 
counted the attack to Geo television, saying many 
people around her were wounded. 

Aqil Anjum, who was shot in his right arm, told The 
Associated Press he heard a blast in the middle of 
the service, followed by heavy gunfire. “It was chaos. 
Bullets were hitting people inside the closed hall.” 

Dozens of Christians gathered outside a nearby 
hospital to protest the lack of security. 

Pakistan’s president and other senior officials con¬ 
demned the attack. 


Erdogan: Turkey 
will clear border 
of Syrian Kurds 


Associated Press 

ISTANBUL — Turkey’s presi¬ 
dent slammed a U.S.-backed Syri¬ 
an Kurdish mihtant group Sunday 
and said he’ll clear his country’s 
border with Syria of “terrorists.” 

President Recep Tayyip Er¬ 
dogan told a rally in the central 
province of Karaman his country 
would not allow “terror nests” 
near its border, referring to areas 
held by the People’s Protection 
Units, or YPG, in northern Syria. 

Turkey considers the YPG an 
extension of a Kurdish insur¬ 
gency within its own borders, and 
launched an operation in August 
2016 to clear part of its border of 
their presence as well as that of 
Islamic State. 

Erdogan announced an ex¬ 
panded list of areas to be cleared. 
“We will clean Afrin of terrorists, 
we will clean Manbij of terrorists. 


We will clean Tel Abyad, Ras al- 
Ayn and Qamishli of terrorists,” 
he said. 

Turkey has a military presence 
in the western Syrian province 
of Idlib as part of a de-escalation 
agreement struck with Russia 
and Iran. The province borders 
YPG-controlled Afrin and Tur¬ 
key has threatened to attack the 
group there. 

Erdogan frequently has ex¬ 
pressed frustration with the 
Syrian Kurdish militant group’s 
presence at Turkey’s border. But 
it’s rare that he mentions Qamish¬ 
li, a town farther east controlled 
by both the Syrian Kurds and 
Syrian President Bashar Assad’s 
government. 

Turkish officials regularly 
criticize the U.S. for backing and 
arming Syrian Kurds in combat¬ 
ting ISIS, a sticky issue in already 
tense bilateral relations. 


11 Afghan police killed 
in attacks by Taliban 


Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Tal¬ 
iban insurgents attacked check¬ 
points in the southern Helmand 
province early Sunday, killing 11 
police, an official said. 

Omar Zwak, the spokesman for 
the provincial governor, said Af¬ 
ghan forces eventually repelled 
the attack in the provincial capi¬ 
tal, Lashkar Gah. He said the in¬ 
surgents also suffered casualties, 
without providing figures. 

The Taliban, who have a 
strong-and-growing presence 
in Helmand, claimed the attack. 
The insurgents launch near-daily 
attacks across the country, main¬ 
ly targeting security forces. 

In the southern Kandahar 
province, a suicide car bomber 
attacked a convoy of foreign forc¬ 
es, killing an Afghan woman and 
wounding five other civilian by¬ 
standers, said Gen. Abdul Raziq, 


the Kandahar police chief. He 
said he did not know if any foreign 
forces were killed or wounded. 

U.S. Navy Capt. Tom Gresback, 
a spokesman for the NATO-led 
mission in Afghanistan, Resolute 
Support, confirmed the attack in 
a statement, saying there were 
no casualties among the interna¬ 
tional forces. “We can confirm a 
suicide bomber attempted an at¬ 
tack on a patrol in Kandahar, Af¬ 
ghanistan earlier today. However, 
there were no fatalities or injuries 
sustained by coalition forces. The 
attacker has died as a result of 
the detonation,” Gresback’s state¬ 
ment said. 

No one immediately claimed 
responsibility for the attack in 
Kandahar, but Taliban insurgents 
have stepped up their attacks 
against both the Afghan and co¬ 
alition forces across the country. 


Coalition airstrlke kills 
10 women In Yemen 

SANAA, Yemen — Witnesses 
and health officials said an air- 
strike by a Saudi-led coalition 
struck a wedding procession 
east of Yemen’s capital, killing 10 
women. 

They said the Sunday airstrike 
targeted the women as they 
marched to a village in Maarib 
province. They said the bride was 


among the women, but it was not 
immediately clear whether she 
was wounded. 

The witnesses and officials 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because they feared retaliation or 
were not authorized to brief the 
media. 

The U.S.-backed coalition 
has been at war with Iranian- 
supported Shiite rebels since 
2015. Its airstrikes have hit civil¬ 
ians on a number of occasions. 

From The Associated Press 
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Flames 
threaten 
rich Calif, 
enclave 



Chris Carlson/AP 


A firefighter takes a photo with a cellphone as the Thomas Fire 
bums in Montecito, Calif., on Saturday. 


By Robert Jablon 
AND Chris Carlson 

Associated Press 

MONTECITO, Calif. — Fire¬ 
fighters trying to prevent one of 
the biggest fires in California’s 
history from consuming homes 
in Santa Barbara and the nearby 
wealthy enclave of Montecito 
were hoping less powerful wind 
gusts would help them Sunday 
after they managed to stop it from 
burning thousands of residences. 

Crews took advantage of calmer 
winds overnight, clearing brush 
and digging containment lines 
above hillside neighborhoods, 
fire information officer Lisa Cox 
said. 

“Everything’s holding really 
well,” Cox said. While gusts were 
expected to ease somewhat, even 
the lower intensity winds are still 
extremely dangerous, she said. 

The fire that started nearly two 
weeks ago has burned at least 700 
residences and killed a firefight¬ 
er, but Cox said firefighters saved 
thousands of homes from being 
destroyed. 

Some evacuations were lifted 
to the east in Ventura County 
where the blaze erupted and of¬ 
ficials reported progress protect¬ 
ing the inland agricultural city of 
Fillmore. 

Mandatory evacuations re¬ 
mained in place around Monteci¬ 
to and neighboring Summerland 
as firefighters sprayed water onto 
hot spots sparked by wind-blown 
embers. A portion of the city of 
Santa Barbara was under manda¬ 
tory evacuation. At the city’s zoo, 
workers put some animals into 
crates and kennels to ready them 
for possible evacuation. 


In downtown Santa Barbara, 
Maya Schoop-Rutten, owner of 
Chocolate Maya, said she saw 
through the window of her choco¬ 
late shop smoke suddenly appear 
Saturday after strong winds blew 
through. 

“It was absolutely incredible,” 
she said. “There was a huge 
mushroom of smoke that hap¬ 
pened in just a matter of a few 
minutes.” 

Restaurants and small stores 
on normally bustling State Street 
were shuttered Saturday. 

“It’s a ghost town,” Schoop-Rut¬ 
ten said. “It’s very, very eerie.” 

The 420-square-mile blaze 
called the Thomas Fire was 
moving rapidly westward and 
crested Montecito Peak, just 
north of Montecito. Known for 
its star power, the enclave boasts 
the mansions of Oprah Winfrey, 
Ellen DeGeneres and many other 
celebrities. 

There was a spot of good news 
down the coast. Emergency of¬ 
ficials announced that the same 
fire that was burning about 25 



Dean Noble, Santa Barbara Zoo/AP 


Santa Barbara Zoo bird keeper 
Ashley Darling checks on a 
cockatoo after zoo workers 
began to prepare some animals 
for possible evacuation. 

miles southeast of Montecito was 
40 percent contained. 

The firefighter who was killed, 
Cory Iverson, 32, died Thursday 
of burns and smoke inhalation, 
according to autopsy results. A 
funeral procession was planned 
for him Sunday. 


Special counsel 
obtains Trump 
transition emails 


By Stephen Braun 
AND Chad Day 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s investi¬ 
gation into Russian contacts with 
President Donald Trump’s cam¬ 
paign has gained access to thou¬ 
sands of emails sent and received 
by Trump officials before the start 
of his administration, according 
to several people famihar with 
Trump’s transition organization. 

But the investigators did not 
directly request the records from 
Trump’s still-existing transition 
group. Trump for America, and 
instead obtained them from the 
General Services Administration, 
a separate federal agency that 
stored the material, according to 
those familiar with the Trump 
transition organization. 

The tens of thousands of emails 
in question pertain to 13 senior 
Trump transition officials. Many 
of the emails that Mueller’s inves¬ 
tigators have now include national 
security discussions about possible 
international aims as well as can¬ 
did assessments of candidates for 
top government posts, said those 
familiar with the transition. They 
spoke to The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity. 

On Saturday, Kory Langhofer, 
general counsel for the transition 
group, sent a letter to two congres¬ 
sional committees arguing the 
GSA had improperly provided the 
records to Mueller’s investigators. 
In the letter to the Republican 
chairmen of the House Oversight 
and the Senate Homeland Security 


committees, Langhofer contends 
the disclosure by GSA was “un¬ 
authorized,” and it considers the 
documents private and privileged 
and not government property. 

Langhofer also said then-GSA 
General Counsel Richard Beckler, 
who was hospitahzed in August 
and has since died, had assured 
the transition in June that any re¬ 
quest for records from Mueller’s 
office would be referred to the 
transition’s attorneys. 

But late Saturday, another GSA 
official present for the conversa¬ 
tion told Buzzfeed News that there 
was nothing improper about the 
disclosure of the emails to Muel¬ 
ler’s team. The GSA has provided 
office space and other aid to presi¬ 
dential transitions in recent years 
and typically houses electronic 
transition records. 

GSA Deputy Counsel Lenny 
Loewentritt told Buzzfeed that 
the transition was informed that 
by using government devices, the 
agency wouldn’t hold back records 
from law enforcement. Transition 
officials signed agreements that 
warn them that materials kept on 
the government servers are sub¬ 
ject to monitoring and auditing, 
he told Buzzfeed, and there’s no 
expectation of privacy. 

The documents were provided 
to Mueller’s team by the GSA in 
September in response to requests 
from the FBI, but the transition 
wasn’t informed at the time, ac¬ 
cording to people familiar with the 
transition organization. Officials 
with Trump for America learned 
Wednesday that GSA officials had 
turned over the cache of emails. 


Sen. Schumer calls for deployment of bomb-detection units at transit hubs 


By Mary Esch 

Associated Press 

ALBANY, N.Y. — Screening devices that 
detect suicide vests like the one that ex¬ 
ploded in a New York City subway tunnel 
are being tested in a Los Angeles transit 
station, but Sen. Chuck Schumer said Sun¬ 
day the Transportation Security Adminis¬ 
tration should speed up plans to deploy the 
technology nationally. 

“The fact that we have this new, poten¬ 
tially life-saving technology at our fin¬ 


gertips — an ability to detect concealed 
explosives worn by cowards looking to do 
us harm — demands the federal govern¬ 
ment put both the testing and the perfect¬ 
ing of this technology on the fast-track,” 
Schumer said. 

The Los Angeles Metropohtan Transpor¬ 
tation Authority is partnering with the TSA 
to test devices known as stand-off explosive 
detection units, which do a full-body screen¬ 
ing of passengers walking through a station 
without slowing them down. If an explosive 
device is detected, it triggers an alarm. 


QinetiQ SPO-NX screening devices 
were tested this week in one of Los Ange¬ 
les’ busiest stations, the 7th Street Metro 
downtown. The technology, under develop¬ 
ment since 2004, was also tested in Union 
Station in Washington before Thanksgiv¬ 
ing and was used at a New Jersey Transit 
station during the 2014 Super Bowl, TSA 
spokeswoman Lisa Farbstein said. 

Schumer called on the TSA to formally 
test the devices in New York City. 

The machines, which resemble white 
television cameras on tripods, don’t detect 


explosive vapors but instead scan for me¬ 
tallic and nonmetallic objects on a person’s 
body. Unhke airport screening devices, the 
equipment projects scanning waves at a 
person from a distance rather than having 
the person walk through a scanner. 

The technology is still in the test phase 
and isn’t ready for a widespread national 
rollout because it’s still being evaluated to 
determine, among other things, how effec¬ 
tive it is at detecting bombs and how often 
it gives false alarms, TSA spokesman Mi¬ 
chael England said. 
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ack Ryan is dealing with an aggressive challenge 
from the Chinese government. Pawns are being 
moved around a global chessboard: an attack on 
an oil platform in Africa, a terrorist strike on an 
American destroyer and a storm tossed American 
spy ship that may fall into Chinese hands. 
But there are hints that there’s even more 
going on behind the scenes. 
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GOP betting tax plan will 
defy economists’ warnings 


By Paul Wiseman 
Associated Press 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


A group protesting the wRepublican tax overhaul bill blocked a 
hallway in the U.S. Capitol Building on Dec. 5. Some economists 
question GOP claims that slashing taxes for corporations and the 
wealthy will accelerate the growth of the U.S. economy. 


WASHINGTON — The tax 
overhaul of 2017 amounts to a 
high-stakes gamble by Repub¬ 
licans in Congress: that slash¬ 
ing taxes for corporations and 
wealthy individuals will acceler¬ 
ate growth and assure greater 
prosperity for Americans for 
years to come. 

The risks are considerable. 

A wide range of economists and 
nonpartisan analysts have warned 
that the bill will hkely escalate 
federal debt, intensify pressure to 
cut spending on social programs 
and ftirther widen America’s trou¬ 
bling income inequahty. 

Congress is expected to vote 
this week on the bill, the most 
far-reaching rewrite of the U.S. 
tax code since 1986. It would 
shrink corporate taxes, prod 
companies to return trillions in 
profits they’ve kept overseas, cut 
taxes on wealthy estates and drop 
tax rates — but only temporarily 
— for individuals. 

It puts its faith in the prospect 
that lower taxes will make corpo¬ 
rate America turn more generous 
and spend more expansively. 

“This is a bet on our country’s 
enterprising spirit, and that is a 
bet I am willing to make,” Ten¬ 
nessee Republican Sen. Bob 
Corker said Friday after drop¬ 
ping his previous opposition to 
higher deficits and throwing his 
support behind the bill. 

In pushing the plan through a 
divided Congress — no Demo¬ 
crat in either the House or Senate 
backs it — Republicans have in¬ 
sisted the economic virtues they 
envision from the tax-cut package 
outweigh the risks that many ana¬ 
lysts are warning about. 

The legislation would add at 
least $1 trillion to federal deficits 
that were already sure to swell as 
baby boomers retire and draw on 
Social Security and Medicare. And 
the tax cut’s gains are skewed to¬ 
ward wealthy taxpayers, who his¬ 
torically are less inclined to spend 
additional money than are house¬ 
holds of more modest means. One 
likely result is that corporations 
and rich individuals will widen 
the economic gap between them¬ 
selves and everyone else. 

Even the political calculus for 
the Republicans looks question¬ 
able: A Quinnipiac University 
poll found that American voters, 
convinced that the benefits will 
flow mainly to corporations and 


the wealthy, oppose the plan 55 
percent to 26 percent. 

But Republicans have charac¬ 
terized the brew of tax cuts as an 
economic elixir. The job market 
appears healthy. But the pace 
of economic growth, though it’s 
perked up the past two quarters, 
has been underwhelming for 
years. From 2010 to 2016, U.S. 
growth averaged 2.1 percent a 
year, a pittance compared with 
the 3.2 percent average annual 
growth from 1948 through 2016. 

Like its counterparts in Europe 
and Japan, the U.S. economy has 
been slowed by a slump in worker 
productivity, a vital ingredient 
for a robust economy. U.S. pro¬ 
ductivity — worker output per 
hour — trudged ahead at an aver¬ 
age annual rate of just 0.6 percent 
a year from 2011 to 2016, down 
sharply from a post-World War II 
average of 2.1 percent. 

The more productive workers 
are, the more their employers can 
afford to pay them. And the more 
that workers are paid, the more 
they can propel consumer spend¬ 
ing, the economy’s primary fuel. 

Republicans say their corporate 
tax cuts offer a solution to the pro¬ 
ductivity slump. Their plan will 
cut the corporate tax rate from 35 
percent to 21 percent. Multina¬ 
tional corporations would receive 
a one-time tax break on profits 
they’ve kept overseas, thereby 
encouraging them to return the 
money to the United States. Com¬ 
panies could write off the full cost 
of new equipment. 

The thinking is that these 
changes would induce compa¬ 
nies to invest in equipment, soft¬ 
ware and plants that would make 
their workers more productive. 
As these workers became more 
efficient, the thinking goes, they 
would be rewarded with higher 
pay. An effusive White House 
predicted in October that the av¬ 
erage American household would 
enjoy a $4,000 raise. 

Rising wages could ease anoth¬ 
er big economic problem: a short¬ 
age of workers. The percentage of 
Americans who are either work¬ 
ing or are looking for work has 
declined as the baby boom gener¬ 
ation retires. To grow at a healthy 
pace, an economy steady needs a 
steady infusion of workers. 

But it’s more than just an aging 
population: Even working-age 
Americans — ages 25 to 54 — are 
less likely to work than they used 
to, in part because so many blue- 
collar jobs have disappeared. 


Douglas Holtz-Eakin, president 
of the conservative American Ac¬ 
tion Forum and former director 
of the Congressional Budget Of¬ 
fice, and other supporters of the 
tax plan don’t deny that the tax 
plan will elevate deficits. But they 
insist that it will be worthwhile. 
They argue that companies will 
use their windfalls to hire, ex¬ 
pand, invest and raise pay — and 
thereby energize the economy. 

But most nonpartisan econo¬ 
mists have expressed doubts that 
the plan will give the economy 
much of a jolt. They recall that 
wages actually fell after Congress 
cut the corporate tax rate in 1986. 

What’s more, though the corpo¬ 
rate tax cuts would be permanent, 
the tax cuts for individuals would 
expire after 2025. And a change 
in how the government accounts 
for inflation would lift many indi¬ 
viduals into higher tax brackets 
over time. If Americans had to 
pay higher taxes, they would be 
less likely to spend and boost the 
economy. 

Beyond everything else, the 
timing of the Tax Cuts and Jobs 


Act of 2017 could work against 
it. Today’s economy doesn’t need 
much help. The unemployment 
rate is at a 17-year low of 4.1 per¬ 
cent. Many employers are already 
complaining that they can’t find 
enough qualified worWs. And in 
a vote of confidence in the econo¬ 
my, the Federal Reserve has just 
raised short-term interest rates 
for the third time this year. 

So a stimulus from a big tax cut 
could overheat the economy and 


potentially ignite inflation. 

“You throw deficit-financed tax 
cuts on a full-employment econo¬ 
my, and you’re playing with fire,” 
says Mark Zandi, chief economist 
at Moody’s Analytics. “It’s going 
to get pretty toasty out there this 
time next year.” 

The Fed could respond by rais¬ 
ing rates even faster to slow eco¬ 
nomic growth, offsetting the tax 
cuts. But the unintended result 
could be not much growth at all. 
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In sex assault laws, definition of consent varies 


^Half the states don’t even have a definition of consent, f 

Erin Murphy 

New York University School of Law professor 


By Jocelyn Noveck 
Associated Press 

For two months now, as accusa¬ 
tions of sexual misconduct have 
piled up against Harvey Wein¬ 
stein, the disgraced mogul has 
responded over and over again: 
“Any allegations of nonconsensual 
sex are unequivocally denied.” 

Consent is a concept central 
to law on sexual assault and will 
likely be an issue in potential legal 
cases against Weinstein, who is 
under investigation by police in 
four cities, and others accused in 
the current so-called “reckoning.” 

But the definition of consent 

— namely, how it is expressed 

— is a matter of intense debate: Is 
it a definite “yes,” or the mere ab¬ 
sence of “no”? Can it be revoked? 
Do power dynamics come into 
play? Legally, the definition varies 
widely across the nation. 

“Half the states don’t even have 
a definition of consent,” said Erin 


Murphy, a professor at New York 
University School of Law who’s 
involved in a project to rewrite a 
model penal code on sex assault. 
“One person’s idea of consent is 
that no one is screaming or crying. 
Another person’s idea of consent is 
someone saying, ‘Yes, I want to do 
this.’ And in between, of course, is 
an enormous spectrum of behav¬ 
ior, both verbal and nonverbal, 
that people engage in to communi¬ 
cate desire or lack of desire. 

“It’s pretty telling,” Murphy 
added, “that the critical thing most 
people look to understand the na¬ 
ture of a sexual encounter — this 
idea of consent — is one that we 
don’t even have a consensus defi¬ 
nition of in our society.” 


Many victim advocates argue 
that a power imbalance plays a 
role. In nearly every instance, the 
allegations in recent weeks came 
from accusers who were in far 
less powerful positions than those 
they accused — as in, for example, 
the rape allegations that have sur¬ 
faced against music mogul Russell 
Simmons, which he denies. 

“You have to look at the power 
dynamics, the coercion, the ma¬ 
nipulation,” said Jeanie Kurka 
Reimer, a longtime advocate in 
the area of sexual assault — “the 
threatening and grooming that 
perpetrators use to create con¬ 
fusion and compliance and fear 
in the minds of the victims. Just 
going along with something does 


not mean consent.” 

Many Weinstein accusers have 
spoken about that uneven dynam¬ 
ic. For years, Weinstein was one 
of the most powerful men in Hol¬ 
lywood, and most of his alleged 
victims were women in their 20s 
looking for their first big break. 
A number have indicated that his 
power — and fear of his retribu¬ 
tion, both professional and physi¬ 
cal — blunted their ability to resist 
his advances. 

Actress Paz de la Huerta, who 
has accused Weinstein of rape, 
said in a TV interview: “I just 
froze in fear. I guess that would be 
considered rape because I didn’t 
want to do it.” 

One woman who did manage 


to escape Weinstein’s advances 
in a 2014 hotel room encounter 
addressed the power imbalance 
in a recent essay. The very word 
“consent,” actress and writer 
Brit Marling wrote in the At¬ 
lantic, “cannot fully capture the 
complexity of the encounter. 
Because consent is a function of 
power. You have to have a modi¬ 
cum of power to give it.” 

The anti-sexual violence organi¬ 
zation RAINN tracks the various 
state definitions of consent. The 
differences make for a situation 
that is “confusing as hell,” said 
Rebecca O’Connor, the group’s 
vice president of pubhc policy. 

For many years, O’Connor 
pointed out, “we had this he-said- 
she-said mentality, where you 
went into court and if you couldn’t 
prove that you didn’t consent, the 
activity was deemed consensual.” 
Also, most states required that the 
accuser show force was used to 
show lack of consent. 



Courtesy of NASA/AP 


The SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket with the Dragon spacecraft launches from Space Launch 
Complex 40 at Cape Canaveral, Fla., on Friday. 

SpaceX capsule back at ISS 


Delaware River’s 
low levels may 
affect crossing 
for re-enactment 

By Bruce Shipkowski 

Associated Press 

TRENTON, N.J. — The annual re-en¬ 
actment of George Washington’s daring 
1776 crossing of the Delaware River draws 
large crowds of families and history fans to 
both sides of the river in Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey each year on Christmas. 

But the re-enactors may be kept out of 
the water this year unless Mother Nature 
provides some help. 

Organizers say a “pretty significant 
amount” of precipitation will have to fall 
in the coming days to raise the river’s 
water levels in time for the event, adding 
that where and when any snow or rain oc¬ 
curs also are important factors. But they 
stress that all other events planned at the 
park on the day of the crossing — including 
Washington rallying the troops and other 
historical speeches and processions — will 
still take place. 

Thousands of people turn out each year 
for the event — the trek turned the tide of 
the Revolutionary War — between Wash¬ 
ington Crossing, Pa., and Titusville, N.J. 

Boats ferried 2,400 soldiers, 200 horses 
and 18 cannons across the river during 
the original crossing. Washington’s troops 
marched 8 miles downriver before bat¬ 
tling Hessian mercenaries in the streets of 
Trenton, N.J. 

Thirty Hessians were killed, and two 
Continental soldiers froze to death on the 
march. 

Joe Capone, executive director of the 
Friends of Washington Crossing Park, a 
nonprofit organization that partners with 
Pennsylvania environmental officials to 
run the park, said that if an inch of rain 
fell across the river’s entire water basin, it 
would need to be in large watershed areas 
including northwestern New Jersey, north¬ 
eastern Pennsylvania and even as far as 
upstate New York. 

“If that could happen, we would like to 
have it occur four to five days beforehand 
so it drains and has a couple days to get 
down to us here,” Capone said. 


By Marcia Dunn 
Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — A recycled 
SpaceX capsule is back at the International 
Space Station, just in time for Christmas. 

NASA astronauts used the space station’s 
big robot arm to grab the Dragon capsule 
out of orbit Sunday. It’s the second visit for 
this particular supply ship, which made a 
delivery for NASA back in 2015 as well, 
and only the second time a Dragon has had 
a repeat performance 250 miles up. 

“It’s a great day to see Dragon back at 
ISS again,” Mission Control radioed. 

Replied spaceman Joe Acaba: “It’s a 
beautiful spacecraft, and we’re looking 
forward to digging into it and getting some 
science on board.” 

Acaba assisted Mark Vande Hei in cap¬ 
turing the Dragon as the two spacecraft 
raced over the Pacific, midway between 
Australia and New Guinea. Flight control¬ 
lers in Houston then took over, securing 
the capsule to its berthing spot just over 
two hours later. 

SpaceX launched the Dragon from Cape 
Canaveral on Friday using a previously 
flown Falcon rocket. It was the first time 
SpaceX had flown a recycled rocket with 
a recycled capsule on top — which is at the 


heart of the company’s effort to drive down 
launch costs. 

The Dragon holds nearly 5,000 pounds 
of station goods, including lab mice and 
barley seeds, the latter a Budweiser ex¬ 
periment. The beer maker — eager to 
serve the first brews on Mars — wants to 
see how well the 20 barley seeds sprout in 
weightlessness. 

As for Christmas presents, NASA isn’t 
saying, in true Santa style. 

But NASA does acknowledge it will elec¬ 
tronically send up a copy of the newly re¬ 
leased “Star Wars: The Last Jedi” movie as 
a special holiday treat for the astronauts. 

The two Americans and one Russian on 
board will be joined Tuesday by another 
trio — one from each of the U.S., Russia 
and Japan — who launched earlier Sunday 
from Kazakhstan. 

SpaceX plans to keep its Dragon at the 
orbiting outpost until mid-January. The 
Dragon is the only supply ship capable of 
returning experiments to Earth; all the 
others burn up on re-entry. 

NASA has been relying on commercial 
shippers SpaceX and Orbital ATK to keep 
the space station well-stocked ever since 
the shuttles retired in 2011. Russia also has 
a fleet of cargo carriers. 


Sign-ups 
under ACA 
highlight 
demand 

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A deadhne burst of 
sign-ups after a tumultuous year for the 
Obama administration’s health law has re¬ 
vealed continued demand for the program’s 
subsidized individual health plans. But the 
Affordable Care Act’s troubles aren’t over. 

On the plus side for the overhaul, official 
numbers showed a sizable share of first¬ 
time customers, 36 percent, were among 
those rushing to finish HealthCare.gov ap¬ 
plications in the run-up to Friday’s enroll¬ 
ment deadline. 

“People need health care, that is plain 
and simple,” said Kevin Watkins, of Flor¬ 
ence, Ala. A self-employed consultant help¬ 
ing small businesses sell onhne, Watkins 
re-enrolled for 2018. He’ll pay under $100 a 
month after subsidies. 

Final national enrollment numbers aren’t 
expected until next year because some 
states running their own insurance web¬ 
sites extended sign-ups to Jan. 31. States in 
charge of their own programs are striving 
to equal last year’s enrollment. 

Enrollment in the 39 states served by 
HealthCare.gov is expected to be lower, 
which could intensify criticism of the 
Trump administration’s decision to cut 
the federal sign-up season in half. The 
administration has extended the deadline 
for some people to finish their health in¬ 
surance: Callers to the HealthCare.gov 
service center on Saturday morning got 
a recorded message saying “don’t worry” 
— if they had left their phone number be¬ 
fore the deadline, they will get a return 
call and still can enroll for 2018. 

Nationally, 12.2 milhon people had en¬ 
rolled by the end of the Obama administra¬ 
tion’s final sign-up period. Under Trump, 
there could be 1 miUion to 2 milhon fewer 
sign-ups, said Larry Levitt of the nonparti¬ 
san Kaiser Family Foundation. 
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Thibault Camus/AP 


King of the world 


French skipper Francois Gabart waves aboard his MACIF trimaran Sunday off Brest harbor, western 
France, as he celebrates his world record for sailing around the world alone. 


N. Korea sanctions hurting aid efforts 


Australian charged with acting 
for North Korea in missile sales 


Associated Press 

SYDNEY—ASouthKorean- 
born Sydney man was charged 
Sunday with acting as an eco¬ 
nomic agent for North Korea in 
Australia; he allegedly tried to 
broker sales worth tens of mil¬ 
lions of dollars for Pyongyang 
that included components used 
in ballistic missiles. 

The Australian Federal Po¬ 
lice said naturahzed Austra¬ 
lian Chan Han Choi, 59, used 
encrypted communication to 
broker sales and to discuss the 
supply of weapons of mass de¬ 
struction. His actions contra¬ 
vened both United Nations and 
Australian sanctions against 
North Korea, pohce said. 

Police said the man was 
acting to generate income for 
Pyongyang by arranging the 
sale of computer software used 


for guiding ballistic missiles as 
well as expertise from North 
Korea to other “international 
entities.” 

Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull said he had been 
briefed by AFP Commissioner 
Andrew Colvin on the “very, 
very serious matter” and 
warned anyone thinking of as¬ 
sisting North Korea that “the 
AFP will find you.” 

Despite sanctions, cash- 
strapped North Korea last 
month test-fired its most pow¬ 
erful missile that may be able 
to target the US. mainland. 

Choi is facing six charges 
related to brokering the sale 
of missile componentry and 
expertise from North Korea 
to other international entities, 
and attempting to transfer coal 
from North Korea to entities in 
Indonesia and Vietnam. 


Putin thanked 
Trump for CIA 
tip on bombings 


By Anna Fifield 
The Washington Post 

TOKYO — Sanctions aimed at 
punishing the North Korean re¬ 
gime are hampering the ability 
of aid groups to operate inside the 
country, triggering warnings the 
international campaign is harm¬ 
ing ordinary North Koreans. 

Difficulties in obtaining sup¬ 
plies, including medical equip¬ 
ment, and in transferring money 
to fund aid programs could have 
a direct impact on health and nu¬ 
trition levels throughout North 
Korea, they say. 

“We need to deal with the nucle¬ 
ar problem, but we need to proper¬ 
ly ponder our means for achieving 
that goal,” Tomas Ojea Quintana, 
the U.N.’s special rapporteur on 
North Korean human rights, said 
in an interview in Tokyo. 

About 70 percent of the North 
Korean population already is cate¬ 
gorized as “food insecure,” mean¬ 
ing constantly struggling against 
hunger, and one in four children’s 
growth is stunted. 

The sanctions could increase 
the levels of food insecurity and 
the incidence of acute malnutri¬ 
tion among children. 

“These are not just statistics. 
This is reality in the DPRK,” 
Quintana said, using the abbre¬ 
viation for North Korea’s official 
name. 

The U.N.’s World Food Pro¬ 
gram, UNICEF, the World Health 
Organization and the UN. De¬ 
velopment Program all have op¬ 
erations in North Korea. A small 
number of American and other 
humanitarian agencies provide 
food, medical and agricultural as¬ 
sistance from outside the country. 

But the waves of multilateral 
and direct American sanctions 
that have been imposed on Kim 
Jong Un’s regime following its 
missile launches and nuclear tests 
now have made operations so dif¬ 
ficult that some agencies are pull¬ 
ing out. Save the Children has shut 
down its operations in Pyongyang, 
billing the move as a “temporary 
suspension.” 


“US. and international humani¬ 
tarian NGOs working in North 
Korea are experiencing death by 
a thousand cuts,” said Keith Fuse, 
executive director of the Washing- 
ton-based National Committee on 
North Korea. 

“These sanctions were not in¬ 
tended for them, but they have 
ended up being victims of the 
international sanctions regime,” 
Fuse said. 

The difficulties have mounted 
as the crackdown has broadened 
from “smart sanctions” designed 
to cut off parts and funding for the 
nuclear weapons program to more 
general measures that are start¬ 
ing to look like a trade embargo. 

President Donald Trump has 
vowed to use “maximum pres¬ 
sure” to persuade North Korea to 
give up its nuclear program. 

Sanctions imposed in Septem¬ 
ber through the UN. Security 


Council, at the U.S.’s instigation, 
banned North Korean exports of 
seafood, garments and coal. 

Japan, which holds the presi¬ 
dency of the Security Council, is 
urging member states to cut off 
humanitarian aid to North Korea. 

The UK. government an¬ 
nounced that it no longer would 
send assistance to North Korea. 
“We will use whatever means we 
have to make clear our displea¬ 
sure at the reckless provocations 
from Kim Jong Un,” Mark Field, 
the British minister of state for 
Asia, told South Korea’s Yonhap 
News Agency in Seoul last month. 

The South Korean government, 
which has vowed not to let politi¬ 
cal considerations affect humani¬ 
tarian decisions, has not delivered 
on its September pledge to give 
$8 million to the World Food Pro¬ 
gram and UNICEF for children 
and pregnant women. 


By Vladimir Isachenkov 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russian President 
Vladimir Putin called US. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump Sunday to 
thank him for a CIA tip that helped 
thwart a series of bombings in St. 
Petersburg, the Kremhn said. 

Putin expressed gratitude dur¬ 
ing the call for information pro¬ 
vided by the CIA that allowed 
Russia’s top domestic security 
agency to track down and ar¬ 
rest a group of suspects that was 
planning to bomb Kazan Cathe¬ 
dral and other crowded sites, the 
Kremlin said. 

The Kremlin added that Putin 
asked Trump to convey gratitude 
to the CIA and assured him that 
Russian law enforcement agen¬ 
cies would hand over any informa¬ 
tion they get about potential terror 
threats against the United States, 
as they have done in the past. 

The conversation was the sec¬ 
ond phone call between the two 
leaders since Thursday, when 
Trump thanked Putin for his re¬ 
marks “acknowledging America’s 
strong economic performance,” 
according to the White House. 

During the first call, they also 
discussed ways to work together 
to address North Korea’s nuclear 
and ballistic weapons program, 
the White House said. 

The Federal Security Service, 
or FSB, announced Friday that 


Argentina fires navy 
chief amid sub probe 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
— Argentina has dismissed the 
head of its navy as part of the 
investigation into the disap¬ 
pearance of a submarine with 
44 crewmembers aboard last 
month. 

State news agency Telam said 
Saturday that Defense Minis¬ 
ter Oscar Aguad had requested 


seven suspected followers of Is¬ 
lamic State had been arrested for 
allegedly planning to carry out 
terror attacks in St. Petersburg 
this weekend. 

The agency said the suspects 
were plotting a suicide bombing 
in a church and a series of other 
explosions in the city’s busiest 
areas this coming weekend on 
ISIS’s orders. It said a search of 
a St. Petersburg apartment found 
explosives, automatic weapons 
and extremist literature. 

Russian news reports said that 
the Kazan Cathedral was the 
prime target. 

Russian TV stations ran foot¬ 
age of FSB operatives outside an 
apartment building detaining 
a suspect, who was later shown 
confessing that he was told to pre¬ 
pare homemade bombs rigged 
with shrapnel. 

The reports included footage 
of a metal container, which the 
suspects used as a laboratory for 
making explosives, according to 
the FSB. Another video showed 
operatives breaking the doors 
and raiding an apartment used 
by other suspects. 

Fast week, the FSB said it also 
arrested several ISIS-linked sus¬ 
pects in Moscow, where they al¬ 
legedly were plotting a series of 
suicide bombings on New Year’s. 

In April, a suicide bombing in 
the St. Petersburg’s subway left 16 
dead and wounded more than 50. 


Adm. Marcelo Srur step down 
while authorities look into what 
happened to the ARA San Juan, 
which disappeared Nov. 15. 

Authorities say an explosion 
occurred near the time and 
place where the sub disappeared 
in the South Atlantic. The navy 
is no longer looking for survivors 
although a multinational opera¬ 
tion continues to search for the 
vessel. 

From The Associated Press 



Russian Federal Security Service video/AP 


In an image taken from video provided by RU-RTR Russian television 
via APTN, Russian Federal Security Service operatives detain a 
suspected member of Islamic State’s cell in St. Petersburg, Russia. 
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New rules for relics in saint-making process 


By Nicole Winfield 

Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican’s saint¬ 
making office has updated its rules gov¬ 
erning the use of relics for would-be saints, 
issuing detailed new guidelines Saturday 
that govern how body parts and cremated 
remains are to be obtained, transferred 
and protected for eventual veneration. 

The instructions explicitly rule out sell¬ 
ing the hair strands, hands, teeth and other 
body parts of saints that often fetch high 
prices in online auctions. They also pro¬ 
hibit the use of relics in sacrilegious ritu¬ 
als and warn that the church may have to 
obtain consent from surviving family 
members before unearthing the remains 


of candidates for sainthood. 

Bodily relics are an important part of 
Catholic tradition, since the body is consid¬ 
ered to be the “instrument” of the person’s 
saintliness. Beatification and canonization 
Masses often feature the relic being cere¬ 
moniously brought to the altar in an elabo¬ 
rate display case and allowing the faithful 
to publicly venerate the new blessed or 
saint for the first time. 

Officials said the new guidelines were 
necessary given some obstacles that had 
arisen since the rules were last revised 
in 2007, particularly when surviving rela¬ 
tives and church officials disagreed. One 
current case before a U.S. appeals court 
concerns a battle over the remains of Ful¬ 
ton Sheen, an American archbishop known 


for his revolutionary radio and television 
preaching in the 1950s and 1960s. 

Sheen’s niece went to court to force 
the archdiocese of New York to transfer 
Sheen’s body from the crypt of St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral to Peoria, Ill. The New York 
archdiocese refused and appealed a 2016 
lower court ruling in favor of the niece. 

Monsignor Robert Sarno of the Vatican’s 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints said 
it’s impossible to know what difficulties 
could complicate a saint-making case. 

But Sarno said the Vatican believed the 
updates were needed anyway to provide 
bishops around the world with a detailed, 
go-to guide in multiple languages to re¬ 
place the Latin instructions that provided 
only general rules to follow. 


New to the protocols is an article that 
makes clear that bishops must have the 
“consent of the heirs” in places where the 
bodies of the dead legally belong to surviv¬ 
ing family members or heirs. 

The revised instructions lay out in de¬ 
tail how a body is to be unearthed, saying 
it must be covered with a “decorous” cloth 
while a relic is being taken or authenticat¬ 
ed, and then re-buried in clothes of similar 
style. 

They also make clear that the bishops in¬ 
volved must agree in writing to any trans¬ 
fer of remains and call for absolute secrecy 
when a body is unearthed and a relic taken 
for eventual veneration. 

The guidance explicitly allows for cre¬ 
mated remains to be used as relics. 


Romania’s 
last king 
laid to rest 



By Alison Mutler 

Associated Press 

BUCHAREST, Romania — European roy¬ 
alty joined tens of thousands of Romanians 
who wept and applauded as they said farewell 
to Romania’s last monarch. King Michael, 
who was buried next to his wife Saturday 
after a state funeral. 

Michael, who ruled Romania twice before 
being forced to abdicate by the communists in 
1947, was remembered for his dignity and mo¬ 
rality. He died at 96 in Switzerland on Dec. 5. 

Britain’s Prince Charles, Swedish King Carl 
XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia, and Spain’s for¬ 
mer King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia, were 
among those at a pre-funeral service at the 
Royal Palace where Michael’s body had been 
laying in state for the past two days. 

Non-European royals attending the funeral 
included Princess Muna al-Hussein, mother 
of King Abdullah II of Jordan. 

Other royals including Henri, the Grand 
Duke of Luxembourg; Princess Astrid and 
Prince Lorenz of Belgium were joined by Ro¬ 
manian President Klaus lohannis for a sung 
funeral service, led by the head of the Roma¬ 
nian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Daniel. 

Bishops wafted incense in the small cathe¬ 
dral where Michael was crowned for the sec¬ 


ond time on Sept. 6,1940. 

Michael’s reign is remembered for the Aug. 
23, 1944, coup he led to oust pro-Nazi leader 
Marshal Ion Antonescu, a move that took Ro¬ 
mania into the war on the side of the Allies. 

The funeral procession carrying the coffin 
of Romania’s last king drove slowly through 
the capital to a railway station, where, accom¬ 
panied by a phalanx of priests, the casket was 
put on a royal train. 

It later arrived in the town of Curtea de 
Arges, where priests performed a service 
before the late king was buried next to his 
wife, Anne de Bourbon-Parme, who died last 


year. 

Earlier, thousands of Romanians crowded 
the streets to see the procession go by, while 
others threw flowers as the royal train bear¬ 
ing the coffin passed through railway stations 
on its way to burial in central Romania. 

In the hours before Michael’s coffin was 
taken out of the palace, people gathered si¬ 
lently, many in tears, in Revolution Square. 

Journalist Vlad Mixich summed up the 
mood on social media. 

“Today Romania is burying what it could 
have been; today is the funeral of a dream,” 
he tweeted. 


Rural Zimbabweans missed Mugabe drama 

By Farm Mutsaka 
Associated Press 


LUPANE, Zimbabwe — Good 
luck convincing some of Zimba¬ 
bwe’s far-flung residents that they 
have a new president despite last 
month’s dramatic ouster of Robert 
Mugabe after 37 years in power. 

“Don’t be silly, no one has that 
kind of power to remove Mugabe. 
He will die in office, that one,” 
said Sokuluhle Dube, 76, selling 
cooked goat meat at a cattle auc¬ 
tion far from the capital, Harare. 
“I don’t think you are a journal¬ 
ist, maybe you are a spy,” she 
told The Associated Press as her 
friends nodded in agreement. 

As new leader Emmerson 


Mnangagwa tries to revive a 
shattered economy, the changes 
his government hopes to hurry 
along are bumping up against a 
rural lifestyle where news travels 
by word of mouth — and clearly 
not all news has arrived. 

In this district disconnected 
from phone lines, many people 
are only remotely aware of the 
momentous events leading to 
Mugabe’s resignation, including 
the mihtary’s takeover, the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands marching in 
the capital and the impeachment 
proceedings that finally led the 93- 
year-old president to step down. 

Instead, the local buzz was 
about the cattle auction in Lu- 


pane’s Gomoza village, where 
hundreds gathered to buy and sell. 
In the fair-like atmosphere, oth¬ 
ers bargained over items ranging 
from bicycles to sorghum beer as 
music blared from loudspeakers. 

The work of recovering from 
years of mismanagement, a se¬ 
vere cash shortage and unemploy¬ 
ment so severe that millions have 
left the country is an even more 
towering challenge in Zimbabwe’s 
agricultural regions, where infra¬ 
structure is often shaky or absent. 

In Gomoza, one store advertises 
mobile phone money transactions 
that are impossible because there 
is no mobile phone coverage. 

Fixed telephone lines are down, 


and signals for local television 
and radio are nonexistent. The 
dusty road to the village is domi¬ 
nated by donkeys drawing carts, 
the main mode of transport. 

The scene resembles many 
parts of Zimbabwe that have been 
left behind by years of underdevel¬ 
opment and often rely on interna¬ 
tional aid organizations to get by. 

The place hummed with small- 
scale activity, with little interest 
in the country’s recent turn in the 
international spotlight. 

“What change? Maybe for you 
in the cities,” said Ishmael Mguni, 
who danced to music pouring 
from battery-operated speakers. 
No other power was available. 


UK leader 
praises 
progress in 
Brexit talks 

Associated Press 

LONDON—British Prime Min¬ 
ister Theresa May said Sunday 
her government is “proving the 
doubters wrong” after European 
Union leaders agreed that Brexit 
negotiations can move on to their 
next phase in the new year. 

Leaders of the other 27 EU na¬ 
tions gave a boost to May on Fri¬ 
day when they agreed that the 
protracted talks over Britain’s exit 
from the bloc can proceed to the 
issues of transition and trade rela¬ 
tions between the two sides. 

Writing in the Sunday Tele¬ 
graph, May declared that “the last 
10 days have marked a watershed 
in our negotiations to leave the 
European Union.” Striking a defi¬ 
ant note, she added that her Brexit 
plans won’t be “derailed” by anti- 
Brexit campaigners. 

“Amid all the noise, we are get¬ 
ting on with the job,” she wrote. 
“In the face of those who want to 
talk Britain down, we are secur¬ 
ing the best and most ambitious 
Brexit deal for our whole United 
Kingdom.” 

May, who is struggling to main¬ 
tain her authority amid the exit 
process, suffered a significant 
political defeat in Parliament on 
Wednesday when the House of 
Commons voted to give lawmakers 
the final say on any agreement. 

The prime minister said negoti¬ 
ations would now begin on an “im¬ 
plementation period” immediately 
after Britain formally leaves the 
bloc in March 2019 — but some of 
her Conservative party members 
have already signaled that they 
won’t accept arrangements that 
closely resemble continued EU 
membership during the transition 
to a new relationship. 

With so httle time before Brit¬ 
ain’s expected exit date, negotia¬ 
tors face a tight deadline to carve 
out a wide-ranging separation 
deal. A transition phase of about 
two years, aimed at easing Britain 
out of the EU and providing some 
certainty to business, is expected 
to be an early point of discussion. 
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Journey: Hundreds of volunteers turn out for the event 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

degenerative mitochondrial brain disease 
that is eating away at his muscle function. 
His stomach is beginning to stop work¬ 
ing, and soon he will go to the Nation¬ 
wide Children’s Hospital in Ohio to have 
a gastric pacemaker inserted. His father 
is a retired Air Force technical sergeant 
so he’s covered under the military insur¬ 
ance, but while Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center in Bethesda, 
Md., does care for some sick children, 
it was not equipped to handle O’Rian’s 
condition. 

Some days, O’Rian “doesn’t want to 
move and is hurting a lot,” said Sarah Jol¬ 
ley. “It’s awful.” 

Still, he makes parachute cord brace¬ 
lets that he sells for donations, and in 
October, he donated $1,000 to Children’s 
Hospital to “find a cure.” He calls them 
hope bracelets. 

O’Rian was one of more than 100 chil¬ 
dren facing life-threatening conditions 
who came out to Dulles on Dec. 9 for a 
chance to fly to Santa’s Workshop at the 
North Pole. The annual event — a collab¬ 
oration by United Airlines and Children’s 
Hospice International, along with hun¬ 
dreds of volunteers — brings the children 
and their families on a unique “Fantasy 
Flight” to the North Pole. 

The plane takes off and lands a short 
time later at another part of the terminal, 
where passengers emerge into a wonder¬ 
land filled with their favorite storytime 
characters who come to life, along with 
toys, games, sweets and all things Santa 
Claus. The children, including several 
military kids, along with their parents 
and siblings, get a few hours away from 
being sick. 

“For two days, he’s been super stoked,” 
Sarah Jolley said. “Today, he’s on 
vacation.” 



A flight to the North Pole 

“Welcome to Flight 2799, service to 
the North Pole,” said gate agent Daniel 
Irizarry. 

“We wish you a Merry Christmas,” 
sang staff dressed as Santa’s helpers. 

Children jumped as they walked down 
the jetway. This was no ordinary plane. It 
was festooned with streamers and spar¬ 
kling snowflakes and all kinds of Santa 
decor. 

“When the plane takes off, we gotta 
wear seat belts,” said James Anthony 
Lindh III, 3, nicknamed Tripp, whose 
feet barely reached the edge of his first- 
class seat. 

“He’s a happy guy,” said his father, Lt. 
Col. Tony Lindh. Tripp was diagnosed 
with acute lymphoblastic leukemia in Au¬ 
gust and is being treated at Walter Reed. 
For Tripp’s mother, Christina Lindh, the 
boy’s cheerful nature makes it easier. 
For his father, that can sometimes make 
it harder because here and there, he can 
almost forget just how sick his son is. 

A few seats back in business class, 
Elaina Stover, 9, looked out the window. 
She is also fighting leukemia and was 
having none of this joy. Instead, she 
pulled her green Grinch hat down low on 
her forehead. 

Elaina wasn’t feeling well, her mother, 
Amanda Stover, explained. She was a per¬ 
fectly normal kid until she was diagnosed 
in April. Now, she’s going through intense 
chemotherapy and has had serious com¬ 
plications. Her organs are failing and she 
spent a month in the intensive care unit 
at Walter Reed — her father retired from 
the Army two years ago — and she was 
placed on eight weeks’ of steroids. 

SEE JOURNEY ON PAGE 15 


From top: James Anthony Lindh III, 3, and his sister Penelope, 4, sit with Santa after flying United Airlines’ Fantasy Flight to the “North Pole” at Washington-Dulles 
International Airport in Virginia on Dec. 9; O’Rian Joliey, 12, prepares to board the flight; and below: Cancer patient Elaina Stover, 9, greets Santa Claus. 

Photos by Carlos Bongioanni/Stars and Stripes 
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Journey: The first Fantasy Flight from Dulles ran in 1989 


FROM PAGE 14 

“I told her to choose festive,” her moth¬ 
er said of the hat. “And that’s what she 
came out with.” 

“I’m the Grinch who stole Christmas,” 
Elaina told flight attendant Teresa Little. 

“What did you do with all the gifts?” 
asked Little, dressed as a Santa’s helper 
with a double-pointed Santa hat. 

“I gave them back to Cindy Lou,” said 
Elaina, referring to the little girl from 
Whoville in the Dr. Seuss story who be¬ 
lieves there is good in everyone — even 
the Grinch. 

Little roared with laughter. “I am tak¬ 
ing her home with me,” she announced to 
those sitting nearby. “She knows where 
the presents are. 

“If you can take care of the gifts,” Lit¬ 
tle said to Elaina, “I know you have your 
seat belt on.” 

After a rhyming flight-safety poem that 
started, “’Twas the flight before Christ¬ 
mas and all through the plane, all the 
passengers stirred and the stews were in¬ 
sane,” the flight attendants had everyone 
close the blinds. Then the plane took off 
Twenty minutes later, they touched down 
at the North Pole. 

First Fantasy Flight 

Children’s Hospice International and 
United Airlines ran their first Fantasy 
Flight from Dulles in 1989. The program 
was such a success that it expanded 
to United Airlines stations around the 
world. Many of them stopped after Sept. 


11, 2001, but the Dulles flight continued, 
taking kids from children’s hospitals, 
hospices and from Walter Reed, along 
with their parents and siblings. 

Ann Armstrong-Daley, who founded 
Children’s Hospice International, said the 
event draws in hundreds of volunteers to 
make it come alive, while dozens of com¬ 
panies sponsor it and offer free gifts, food 
or events. 

The deep pain that these families feel 
is not lost on anyone, said Jeni Stepanek, 
whose son, Mattie, loved Fantasy Flight 
so much he became an elf — an annual 
job that he relished until he died in 2014. 

“Some of these families go through so 
much,” Stepanek said. “This is a gift.” 

Mattie was a gifted child poet who 
published seven books of what he called 
“Heartsongs” in his 13 years — topping 
The New York Times best-seller list with 
his hopeful and inspirational verse. He 
appeared on “The Oprah Winfrey Show” 
and co-wrote his last book on peacemak¬ 
ing with Jimmy Carter. 

Of Stepanek’s four children — who 
were all afflicted with muscular dystro¬ 
phy, which she had unknowingly passed 
on to them before she was diagnosed 

— Mattie survived the longest. The rest 
died under the age of 4. 

“Some of these families, their children 
won’t be here next year,” said Stepanek, 
who sits in a wheelchair and has a breath¬ 
ing tube. “For one day, it’s like the world 
revolves around them rather than them 
having to jump onto a revolving world 

— and without its challenges.” 


To view more photos of the Fantasy 
Flight to the North Pole, go to: 

stripes.com/go/santa2017 


The North Pole 

The scene outside the jetway was magi¬ 
cal. The land — occupying eight gates at 
the terminal — was a giant, glittering 
world filled with living incarnations of 
every storybook, cartoon or movie char¬ 
acter they’ve ever dreamed of meeting. 

There were Santa’s elves and reindeer, 
Stormtroopers from Star Wars, Big Bird 
and Ernie and Mickey and Minnie Mouse. 
Miss Maryland was there, as were Dis¬ 
ney princesses. 

As they entered this place of fantasy, 
eyes went wide. There was so much to 
absorb. Soon, a little girl plunged into the 
arms of Princess Elsa from “Frozen,” 
giving her a huge hug. 

She high-fived a minion from “Despi¬ 
cable Me” and danced past a Chick-fil- 
A “Eat More Chik’n” cow dressed in a 
Santa suit. There was a Cat in the Hat, an 
astronaut and Dalmatians. 

“That was funny when Stormtrooper 
gave me a high-five,” said Tripp, clearly 
delighted. 

Then, Tripp saw the racing presidents 
from the Washington Nationals baseball 
team. His parents brought him over to 
pose for a picture. When one put his giant 
hand on Tripp’s back, the boy laughed 
with glee. “That was funny,” he said. 

One day last August, Tripp lost all color 
in his face and began screaming in pain, 
Christina Lindh said. It went away as 


quickly as it came. But a few days later, 
he walked into the kitchen and laid on the 
floor screaming. When she picked him 
up, his back kind of arched. 

She told his sister, Penelope, 4, to get 
her phone and she recorded the episode 
before taking him to the doctors. The 
video helped them determine that the 
boy was not just anemic — something far 
more serious was going on. 

Tripp has hard days, when he clings to 
his mom and has dark circles under his 
eyes. For the most part, he takes his ill¬ 
ness in stride. He calls the port embed¬ 
ded in his chest for chemotherapy “like 
Ironman,” gets his treatment and goes 
off to play. But they are bracing for the 
intense cycle that begins next month. 

“The last few months have been all 
about treatments,” Christina Lindh said. 
“It’s nice to not think about it and just 
enjoy them and be happy.” 

“I couldn’t get him to sleep last night, 
he was so excited,” Tony Lindh said. 

Santa’s helpers sang carols and Prin¬ 
cess Elsa and Anna sang songs from 
“Frozen.” Volunteers lined giant tables 
distributing sandwiches, cake, cookies 
and doughnuts. 

Santa and Mrs. Claus held visiting 
hours and handed out bags filled with 
presents to each child. When it was final¬ 
ly time to leave, they all carried bags of 
gifts and stuffed animals. 

Call it magic. For a few hours on a 
snowy Saturday before Christmas, some 
of the sickest children among us forgot 
that they were ill. 

cahn.clianna@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DiannaCahn 




i 


For one day, it’s like the world revolves around them rather than them having to jump onto a revolving world. 

Jeni Stepanek 

Fantasy Flight participant 
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THE CENSUS 


$80 


The total amount paid to a maid by the jury that convicted her for stealing three rings worth at least $5,000 from a 
Virginia home. Jury foreman Jeffery Memmott said the jury chipped in to give mother of two Sandra Mendez Ortega, 
19, the money after it convicted her of felony grand larceny. The trial was in July, and sentencing was Dec. 8. The 
jury fined Mendez Ortega $60, her daily pay as a maid. Mermmott said “the general sentiment was she was a victim, 
too." Lisa Copeland, the owner of the rings, was outraged: “I didn’t think $60 equated to the crime at all.” 




Matt Rourke/AP 


White wedding 

A bridal party makes their way through a snowstorm Friday in Philadelphia. 


Deputy honored over 
‘AK-47 Bandit’ case 

ly p LEXINGTON — A 
b Dawson County Sher¬ 
iffs deputy has been honored for 
his work in helping capture a man 
suspected of being the so-called 
“AK-47 Bandit.” 

Beatrice radio station KWBE 
reported that in a ceremony Mon¬ 
day, Deputy Chad Byrne was 
presented with a plaque in recog¬ 
nition of his “outstanding service 
and attention to detail on June 20, 
2017.” 

That was the day Byrne was on 
patrol when he heard the bulletin 
that a Kansas Highway Patrol 
trooper had been shot by a man in 
a stolen pickup. Byrne stationed 
himself south of Lexington on 
Highway 238 in case the fleeing 
truck drove that way. He later spot¬ 
ted the suspected truck, called for 
backup and helped arrest Richard 
Gathercole, suspected of robbing 
banks in Nebraska, California, 
Idaho, Iowa and Washington state. 
Gathercole got the nickname 
“AK-47 Bandit” because that’s the 
weapon police believed he carried 
in the robberies. 

Woman attacked, bitten 
by rabid raccoon 

n/IA ANDOVER —A Mas- 
I sachusetts woman is 
recovering after being attacked 
by a rabid raccoon outside a con¬ 
venience store. 

Police in Andover said the 75- 
year-old woman was bitten on 
her left leg about 10 a.m. Thurs¬ 
day. She was treated and released 
from a local medical facility. 

Police said they were able to 
capture the animal, which they 
said was extremely aggressive. 

It was euthanized at a local ani¬ 
mal hospital and tests showed it 
had rabies. 

‘Cop watcher’ pleads 
guilty to gun charge 

O R PORTLAND — A so- 
called “cop watcher” 
who angered Portland police and 
prosecutors by showing up at 
their homes has pleaded guilty in 
federal court to using a firearms 
despite a felony record. 

The Oregonian/OregonLive re¬ 
ported Christopher Ryan Ponte, 
36, pleaded guilty Friday, admit¬ 
ting that he joined co-workers 
Jan. 28 at a campsite in Estacada 
and held and fired three guns that 
belonged to others. 

Ponte was convicted a year ear¬ 
lier of felony possession of a sto¬ 
len vehicle. 

Under a plea deal, prosecutors 
and Ponte’s defense lawyer will 
recommend that Ponte face a 
year and one day in prison when 
he’s sentenced in April. 

Ponte started a group called 
Oregon Cop Block and had filmed 
the homes of a former police chief, 
a police captain and a deputy dis¬ 
trict attorney. 

Officials move to 
control invasive iguanas 

PI MIAMI — Florida 
r L wildlife managers are 
stepping up efforts to control the 
state’s booming population of 


wild, invasive iguanas. 

The Miami Herald reported 
that the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission has 
hired a trapper to try to control 
the iguana population on pub¬ 
lic land in the Florida Keys. It is 
holding workshops to teach home- 
owners how to trap and ward off 
the reptiles. 

While iguanas have been in 
Florida since the 1960s, FWC 
exotic species coordinator Kris¬ 
tin Sommers said there has been 
a noted increase in “human 
conflicts.” 

Iguanas have been burrowing 
into sewer lines and even appear¬ 
ing in people’s toilets. 

In the Keys, the animals dam¬ 
age natural areas and consume 
plants important to dwindling 
species such as butterflies. 

Iguanas also can spread sal¬ 
monella by defecating in people’s 
swimming pools. 

Investigator: Man killed, 
brought to faked scene 

||i| Q VAUGHAN — Inves- 
I w I tigators say a central 
Mississippi accident scene ap¬ 
pears to have been staged — and 
the dead man found there likely 


was murdered. 

The body of Roger Lee Scruggs 
Jr., 44, was found Dec. 2 under a 
bridge in a rural area of Yazoo 
County west of Vaughan. An over¬ 
turned all-terrain vehicle was 
found in a creek, making it look 
as if the Brandon man crashed 
into the creek and was tossed off 
the ATV 

But Yazoo County Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment Investigator Terry Gann 
told local media that detectives 
now believe Scruggs was killed 
somewhere else and his body was 
brought to Yazoo County. 

Woman arrested after 3 
dogs found in freezer 

PI PIERSON — Sheriff’s 
r L deputies checking the 
home of a Florida woman and 
her small child made a gruesome 
discovery: three dead dogs in her 
freezer, and a house covered in 
filth and cockroaches. 

The Daytona Beach News-Jour¬ 
nal reported that Victoria Kanger, 
35, was arrested Thursday and 
charged with child neglect. 

Volusia County sheriff’s depu¬ 
ties said they found heaps of trash 
inside the home, and were over¬ 
whelmed by the odor of urine and 


feces. 

The deputies’ lower pant legs 
were covered in fleas when they 
entered. 

Authorities said a 5-year-old 
girl living in the home sat on a 
couch crawling with roaches. She 
directed the deputies to the dogs 
in the freezer. 

Kanger told authorities she 
froze the dogs because she didn’t 
have a shovel to bury them. 

AG warns of scam over 
phony federal grants 

COLUMBUS — The 
Ohio Attorney Gener¬ 
al’s Office is warning of a scam 
involving phony offers for federal 
grants. 

A release from the office said it 
has received dozens of reports of 
the scam from across the state. 

The release said scammers 
often begin with a phone call or 
a Facebook message claiming a 
person was selected for a grant 
for being a good citizen, paying 
taxes, or not having a criminal re¬ 
cord. They tell the person to pay a 
few hundred dollars to cover pro¬ 
cessing fees or taxes to receive 
the grant that never comes. 

State officials said about 50 


people overall this year have re¬ 
ported losses ranging between 
$200 and $48,000 to grant scams. 

Ohioans are urged to report the 
scam to the Ohio Attorney Gener¬ 
al’s Office. 

Airline apologizes over 
discarded breast milk 

^ ^ MESA — A Mesa moth- 
er said she had to throw 
out breast milk she had packed 
for a flight after American Air¬ 
lines tried to charge her $150 to 
carry it aboard. 

According to Sara Sarlow, she 
called the airlines ahead of time 
to confirm that the breast milk 
container that she would be trav¬ 
elling with was an item that could 
be carried on for free. 

Sarlow said that on the day of 
the flight, she was told that she 
would have to pay $150. 

Sarlow chose to leave it behind 
instead of paying the large fee. 

American Airlines has sent 
Sarlow an apology, saying that 
the employee made a mistake. 

Spokeswoman Leslie Scott said 
they have clarified the policy on 
breast milk containers to their 
employees. 

From wire reports 
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these action movies’ 


Hollywood’s new action ambassador 


Meet Frank Grille, 

By Jen Yamato 
Los Angeles Times 

I t’s taken two decades for Hollywood 
to zero in on Bronx-bom actor-pro¬ 
ducer Frank Grille, whose latest 
films include the hard-boiled Netflix 
thriller “Wheelman” and China’s block¬ 
buster foreign-language Oscar contender 
“Wolf Warrior 2.” Action’s newest star 
doesn’t seem to mind the wait. 

“I find in [Los Angeles] that you ask peo¬ 
ple how they’re doing and the immediate 
answer is, ’Oh, I’m very busy,’ as if busy is 
the goal,” a very busy Grille, 52, told The 
Times in Austin, Texas, ahead of trips to 
Brazil and Israel, and a return to the States 
to film bare-knuckle brawl pic “Donny- 
brook.” “It’s like I’ve been starving for 20 
years and all of a sudden I’m in the best 
restaurant in the world, but you’ve still 
got to control what you eat. Because I’m a 
working guy, it’s been tough saying no.” 

Saying no has, however, freed Grille to 
take control of his own path. At 52, the New 
York native who got his start toiling in TV 
and soaps is finally leading action vehicles 
of his own with a new production shingle, 
a new starring film, a globetrotting docu- 
series about fight cultures around the 
world, and more on the horizon. 

Dark-haired and chisel-jawed, with 
the leonine build of a fighter and a New 
York City charisma that can veer from 
approachable to menacing in his screen 
roles, he carries the appreciation of a hus¬ 
tler who hasn’t forgotten the dues he’s paid. 
At a time when work and real life seem to 
be syncing up in hohstic convergence, the 
father of three sons who moved to Los An¬ 
geles two years ago is grateful to be on the 
verge of his moment. 

“It’s funny, because I’m 117 years old!” 
quipped Grille, musing over what he de¬ 
scribes as a surplus of good fortune. “I’m 
a blue-collar guy, self-educated. Some¬ 
thing happens where the thing that you 
are and the thing that you do somehow 
align, and it’s real, and it touches some¬ 
body who thinks, T can connect to that 
guy’ I don’t look like Hollywood Guy. I’m 
a regular guy.” 

A wrestler in his youth. Grille started 


boxing at age 18 and trained in Brazilian 
jiujitsu under Rickson Gracie. Between 
movie shoots and press tours this year, he’s 
been traveling the world filming a Netf¬ 
lix docuseries, tentatively titled “Fight 
World,” in which he visits with fighters 
from disparate cultures from Thailand to 
Myanmar to Mexico. 

“I am so curious about fighting, in a 
hohstic sense: What makes a man or a 
woman (fight)?” offered Grille, who trains 
locally everywhere he goes. “It’s hard to be 
a fighter; most fighters don’t make money. 
What’s more painful than getting punched 
in the face is the preparation, the training. 
It’s almost sadistic. These are some of the 
most beautiful people, and I’m fascinated 
by what drives them.” 

In Myanmar, for example, he was in¬ 
troduced to lethwei — “the art of the nine 
limbs,” Grille enthused. “Basically it’s el¬ 
bows, fists, knees, legs, head. No gloves, 
bare-fisted. Thousands of people go to the 
arenas. And what you learn is, as violent 
as it is, all of these fighters are searching 
for humility and connectedness.” 

Mining the emotional depths beneath 
the traditionally masculine terrain of com¬ 
bat, genre and action stories has allowed 
Grille to carve out his own niche. Coming 
off of last year’s action-packed “Captain 
America: Civil War” and “The Purge: 
Election Year,” he concluded in August a 
three-season starring run on the MMA 
drama series “Kingdom,” in which he 
played the patriarchal owner of a Venice, 
Calif, MMA gym. 

He can currently be seen leading the 
Netflix original film “Wheelman” as a 
getaway driver stalking the streets of 
Boston with hot cargo after a heist gone 
awry. More star turns are on the horizon, 
including “Beyond Skyline,” a sci-fi action 
sequel. Both roles add family dynamics 
to the drama, pitting Grille as everyman 
heroes driven toward danger by deeper 
responsibilities. “I don’t think I’m going 
to be doing the ‘math teacher who wants 
to become a woman in Idaho’ stories,” 
he smiled. “I think this is my tr^ectory, 
these action movies.” 

He began his career with a two-year 
stint on “Guiding Light,” where he met 


his wife, actress Wendy Moniz. But the 
heightened melodrama of soap acting 
wasn’t for him. 

It was his work as a dirty NYPD cop 
in Gavin O’Connor’s 2008’s “Pride and 
Glory” that first sparked his friendship 
with filmmaker Joe Carnahan, who would 
later cast him as an oil worker facing down 
his mortality and toxic masculinity oppo¬ 
site Liam Neeson in 2012’s “The Grey.” 

A memorable performance in 
O’Connor’s 2011 MMA film “Warrior” 
also made Hollywood start to take notice: 
Those roles landed Grille on the radar of 
filmmakers Joe and Anthony Russo, who 
brought him into the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe playing the villainous Cross- 
bones in their “Captain America” movies. 
“We were looking for an (actor) who had 
a charm that made the audience like him 
and feel like he’d be a potentially be an 
asset to Captain America, but who could 
also make a real turn, where you shock 
the audience: It turns out he’s a villain,” 
said Joe Russo, from the set of “Avengers: 
Infinity War.” 

“It’s hard to find actors with that level 
of charm who feel relatable and real,” he 
added. “Frank is an incredibly unique 
actor with a very gifted naturalism; he 
can convey a skewed morality that makes 
him relatable, even on the smallest level.” 

“Wheelman,” written and directed by 
Jeremy Rush, marks a notable reteam for 
Grillo and Carnahan — this time as pro¬ 
ducing partners, guiding the $6 million 
genre-thriller from start to finish under 
the banner of their newly launched produc¬ 
tion company, WarParty. Among their up¬ 
coming projects is a remake of “The Raid,” 
set in Caracas, Venezuela, with Grillo set to 
star as an ex-Special Forces soldier fight¬ 
ing his way through a building full of hos- 
tiles to get to his brother. 

“Robert Mitchum, Lee Marvin, Steve 
McQueen, those kinds of icons — they 
looked like guys that were your dad’s 
friends, guys that didn’t have the tradi¬ 
tional perfectly manicured, hair-gel pixie 
vibe of today,” said Carnahan. “I think 
what’s wonderful about him is that he’s 
not an overnight sensation; it’s been a long 
time coming for him.” 


‘Last Jedi’ earns $45IVI 
on first-night previews 

The newest Star Wars is al¬ 
ready soaring to heights rarely 
seen in the movie industry. 

“Star Wars: The Last Jedi” 
grossed $45 million in its Dec. 14 
preview showings — the second- 
most ever by a movie on a Thurs¬ 
day night, according to Deadline. 
The only film to top that total 
was the last movie in the current 
“Star Wars” trilogy, “The Force 
Awakens,” which earned $57 mil¬ 
lion during its Thursday previews 
in 2015. 

The new movie serves as the sec¬ 
ond installment to the trilogy and 
returns fan-favorite characters 
such as Luke Skywalker (Mark 
Hamill), Leia (Carrie Fisher), Rey 
(Daisy Ridley), Kylo Ren (Adam 
Driver) and Finn (John Boyega). 

“The Last Jedi” currently 
boasts a 93 percent approval 
rating among critics on Rotten 
Tomatoes. 

Matt Damon defends 
Louis C.K. in interview 

Matt Damon thinks Louis C.K. 
deserves another chance. 

The “Bourne Identity” actor, 
in a new interview, contends 
the sexual misconduct scandals 
plaguing Hollywood shouldn’t all 
be equated. 

“There’s a difference between, 
you know, patting someone on the 
butt and rape or child molesta¬ 
tion, right?” Damon said in a new 
interview with ABC News’ Peter 
Travers. “Both of those behaviors 
need to be confronted and eradi¬ 
cated without question, but they 
shouldn’t be conflated, right?” 

The actor, 47, said in the inter¬ 
view that there’s a “spectrum of 
behavior” where different levels 
of misconduct fall. 

Damon also said that while he’s 
never met Louis C.K., he sensed 
the comedian will make changes 
in the aftermath of his scandal. 
“I don’t imagine he’s going to do 
those things again,” Damon said 
of C.K. “You know what I mean? 
I imagine the price that he’s paid 
at this point is so beyond anything 
that he — I just think that we have 
to kind of start delineating be¬ 
tween what these behaviors are.” 

“When (C.K.) came out and 
said, ‘I did this. I did these things. 
These women are all telling the 
truth.’ And I just remember think¬ 
ing, well, that’s the sign of some¬ 
body who — well, we can work 
with that,”’ Damon told Travers. 

Damon has faced scrutiny 
in recent months as dozens of 
women have come forward to ac¬ 
cuse Weinstein, his longtime col¬ 
laborator, of sexual harassment, 
sexual assault or rape. Damon 
has maintained he knew Wein¬ 
stein was a womanizer, but didn’t 
recognize the depths of the movie 
mogul’s alleged misdeeds. 

Other news 

■ The return of “Curb Your 
Enthusiasm” will not be short¬ 
lived. The comedy series created 
by and starring Larry David was 
renewed for a 10th season, HBO 
announced Thursday. 

■ Celebrity chef Mario Batali 
has been kicked off ABC’s “The 
Chew” amid allegations from sev¬ 
eral women that he touched them 
inappropriately. 


Frank Grillo stars in “Wheelman.” The movie is now available on Netflix. 


Netflix 
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Over $600K spent on police gear for protest 



John L. Mone/AP 


Protesters demonstrating in November 2016 against the expansion of the Dakota Access Pipeline wade 
in cold creek waters confronting local police as remnants of pepper spray waft over the crowd near 
Cannon Ball, N.D. 

^Having police officers show up iooking iike 
Stormtroopers it seems in many ways oniy 
exacerbated ciashes that did occur, f 

Lauren Regan 

Civil Liberties Defense Center founder and executive director 


By Blake Nicholson 

Associated Press 

BISMARCK, N.D. — North Da¬ 
kota law enforcement purchased 
more than $600,000 worth of body 
armor, tactical equipment and 
crowd-control devices during the 
height of protests against the Da¬ 
kota Access oil pipeline, state in¬ 
voices show. 

The purchases, tallied by The 
Associated Press from invoices 
obtained through a public-records 
request, included pepper spray, 
flash-bang and smoke grenades, 
riot helmets, gas masks, night- 
vision goggles, more than 2,000 
rounds of nonlethal ammunition 
and more. 

The equipment ultimately made 
up a small share of the $35 million 
in policing costs associated with 
the pipeline, and state officials 
defend the purchases as reason¬ 
able for a protest that attracted 
thousands of “water protectors” to 
southern North Dakota who skir¬ 
mished — sometimes violently 
— with law enforcement. 

“There was a legitimate, deliber¬ 
ate plan that was put together that 
said, ‘OK, how can we do this and 
do it safe for folks on both sides?’” 
state Homeland Security Director 
Greg Wilz said. “At the end of the 
day, we were successful.” 

Most of the purchases were in 
September, October and Novem¬ 
ber of last year, when confronta¬ 
tions near a protest encampment 
grew most heated. Authorities 
established their own operations 
center a short distance away and 
manned it for months, making 761 
arrests. About 75 officers were de¬ 
ployed on a typical day, though the 
number jumped to as many as 540 
during one skirmish. 

Invoices show Minneapolis- 
based-police equipment com¬ 
pany Stretcher’s was paid nearly 
$613,000 for gear. 


Protesters who have filed an ex¬ 
cessive force lawsuit say police 
became “militarized” by Octo¬ 
ber of last year and point to the 
use of such equipment, including 
tear gas, rubber bullets and con¬ 
cussion grenades. They allege a 
wide range of injuries, including 
burns, broken bones, eye injuries 
and wounds requiring stitches 
and staples. 

Among those injured was Sophia 
Wilansky, 21, a New York woman 
who underwent several surgeries 
for a serious arm injury. Protest¬ 
ers maintain she was injured by a 


grenade thrown by police, while 
authorities say she was hurt by a 
small propane tank that protesters 
rigged to explode. 

“Having police officers show 
up looking like Stormtroopers it 
seems in many ways only exac¬ 
erbated clashes that did occur,” 
said Lauren Regan, founder and 
executive director of the Civil 
Liberties Defense Center, which 
is part of the lawsuit. “When 
police officers anonymize them¬ 
selves, when they put on all that 
Rambo gear and face shields and 
no one can identify them, it tends 


to incite that mob mentality.” 

Police say officers were sub¬ 
jected to thrown objects and, in 
one instance gunshots, though 
they did not report any serious 
injuries. 

Two experts on policing — 
Michigan State University Intel¬ 
ligence Program Director David 
Carter and John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice professor Eu¬ 
gene O’Donnell — both said the 
purchases seemed reasonable. 

“[Police] may not have the 
ready availability of massive 
numbers of people and resources, 
so there may be more of a need to 
go over the top in being ready just 
because of the geographical fac¬ 
tor,” O’Donnell said. 

Wilz said North Dakota found 
no model for responding to such 
a large protest in a rural area, re¬ 
ceived no help from federal law 
agencies and basically came up 
with its own plan. 


Authorities feared guns were in 
the protest camp based on social 
media postings, and area stores 
had alerted police that protest¬ 
ers were buying products such 
as wasp spray to use against of¬ 
ficers, he said. 

“That’s why the helmets and the 
shields and the protection came 
out,” he said. The heavily armed 
police force “did look like an es¬ 
calation,” he acknowledged, “but 
largely it was there to protect the 
officers who were trying to pro¬ 
tect the general public on all sides 
of this issue.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 18).$1.2105 

Dollar buys (Dec. 18).€0.8261 

British pound (Dec. 18).$1.38 

Japanese yen (Dec. 18).110.00 

South Korean won (Dec. 18).1,064.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3769 

British pound.$1.3327 

Canada (Dollar).1.2809 

China (Yuan) 6 6089 

Denmark (Krone).6.3210 

Egypt (Pound).17.8629 

Euro.$1.1776/0.8491 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8115 

Hungary (Forint).266.45 

Israel (Shekel) 3 5269 

Japan (Yen).112.42 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3019 

Norway (Krone).8.3274 

Philippines (Peso).50.51 

Poland (Zloty) 3 58 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7502 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3471 

South Korea (Won).1,087.07 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9912 

Thailand (Baht).32.52 

Turkey (Lira).3.8732 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


1 INTEREST RATES | 

Prime rate 

..4.50 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

..2.25 
.. 1.17 

3-month bill. 

..1.28 

..2.69 


MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 



WEATHER OUTLOOK 


MONDAY IN EUROPE 


TUESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 



The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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By Peter Manseau 
Special to the Los Angeles Times 

e might look back on 2017 
as the year we argued about 
images. 

The Trump era began in 
earnest when the White House contested 
aerial photographs showing diminished 
inaugural crowds. The fight over football 
players kneeling during the national an¬ 
them has played out, in part, through Pho- 
toshopped memes of NFL stars burning 
American flags. After Hurricane Harvey 
devastated Houston, social media users 
passed around JPEGs of sharks swimming 
along a freeway. Just how much distance 
was there between Sen. A1 Franken’s fin¬ 
gers and Leeann Tweeden’s flak jacket? 
Did Sarah Huckabee Sanders really bake 
that Thanksgiving pie? 

These debates reveal that the relation¬ 
ship between seeing and believing is rarely 
as simple as the old saying suggests. Even 
as we strive to maintain a tenuous grip on 
objective reality in this truth-challenged 
time, we tend to see what we want to see 
— and perhaps it’s best if we all acknowl¬ 
edge that fact. 

After 180 years of living with photo¬ 
graphs as part of human experience, we’re 
still not quite sure how to treat them. The 
estimated 1 billion photographs we collec¬ 
tively take every day have perhaps taught 
us to recognize, when we pause to think 
about it, that all images are framed, com¬ 
posed or selected. Yet we still hold them 
up as the ultimate documentary evidence. 
(“Pics or it didn’t happen,” goes the online 
mantra.) The emotional power of pho¬ 
tographs to serve as, in the words of one 
early observer, “mirrors that remember” 
causes us to forget that, at best, images are 
never the whole truth; at worst, they can 
tell dangerous lies. 

“Nothing can be so deceiving as a pho¬ 
tograph,” Franz Kafka once said, and 


By Cynthia M. Allen 

Fort Worth (Texas) Star-Telegram 

R ecently, Texas Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick asked Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton to clarify 
the state’s position on whether 
congregants can pack heat at their places 
of worship. 

Patrick seems to think they can, un¬ 
less their respective church, synagogue, 
temple or mosque posts a sign telling them 
otherwise. 

He’s probably right. 

The state’s penal code would benefit 
from some clarity, but it seems to treat 
Texas churches and other places of wor¬ 
ship like most private entities — each in¬ 
stitution can determine whether licensed 
handgun holders are allowed to bring 
handguns inside. 

That’s as it should be. Places of worship 
are best situated to make those determi¬ 
nations and should have sovereignty over 
their property on such matters. 

In the wake of the Sutherland Springs 
church massacre, during which a gunman 
slaughtered 26 people worshipping in a 
Sunday morning service, some Texas lead¬ 
ers have encouraged licensed individuals 
to carry their concealed weapons where 
permitted — including places of worship. 

Writing in The Dallas Morning News, 
Paxton argued that concealed carry laws 
allow people to arm themselves such that 
they may help to thwart potential future 
attackers. “For the best way to honor the 
victims of such violence is to do our part to 


the technology of photography has been 
complicit in this deception from the 
beginning. 

The earliest known photo depicting 
human activity was itself a work of inad¬ 
vertent obfuscation. When the man usu¬ 
ally credited with inventing photography, 
Louis Jacques Mande Daguerre, pointed 
his camera at the Boulevard du Temple in 
Paris one morning in 1838, the image he 
developed showed two figures — a shoe- 
shiner and his client — standing among 
trees and buildings beside an otherwise 
empty road. It’s a striking image. The view 
it provides is so bereft of movement that 
two men present could be the lone survi¬ 
vors of a plague. 

That boulevard was in fact bustling when 
Daugerre took his picture. In the infancy of 
the art, exposure times were measured in 
minutes rather than fractions of seconds, 
and so the horses, carriages and pedestri¬ 
ans going about their business cannot now 
be seen. Only those subjects that remained 
as still as the trees or buildings would be 
recorded by history. Like any photograph, 
the scene it shows is proof only that a pic¬ 
ture had been made, not of what it seems 
to portray. 

As photography became commercial, 
the deceptive possibilities of this theoreti¬ 
cally objective art became a feature rather 
than a bug. Some enterprising 19th-cen¬ 
tury portrait artists offered to make ste¬ 
reoscopic blended images of young lovers, 
supposedly providing a glimpse of the faces 
of their future children. Others promised 
to touch up their photographs with paint to 
remove blemishes or make appearances 
more appealing. When the renowned pho¬ 
tographer Mathew Brady took Mary Todd 
Lincoln’s picture in 1861, he allayed her 
fears that she looked too matronly by mak¬ 
ing her hands more dainty and shaving a 
few inches off her waistline. 

Not long after, Brady helped photography 


ensure that it never happens again,” wrote 
Paxton. 

He’s right about that. And, of course, 
how best to prevent mass shootings — or 
shootings of any kind — is a complex policy 
question worthy of honest debate. 

But with regard to the issue at hand, the 
real question is not whether churches and 
the like can permit congregants to carry 
handguns during religious services, it is 
whether they should. 

Sadly, the First Baptist Church in Suther¬ 
land Springs is hardly the first house of 
worship to be targeted by a gunman. 

Fort Worth knows this all too well. Al¬ 
most 20 years ago, a gunman killed seven 
people at Wedgwood Baptist Church, be¬ 
fore turning the gun on himself 

In 2012, an attack on a Sikh temple near 
Milwaukee, just as services were to begin, 
left six congregants dead. 

And in 2015, a shooter entered a histori¬ 
cally black church in Charleston, S.C., and 
killed nine people during a Bible study. 

While church shootings are hardly a 
regular occurrence, they happen with 
enough frequency to give those in atten¬ 
dance cause for worry — enough that they 
may consider carrying a weapon of their 
own to service. 

A new state law allows Texas churches 
to have armed volunteer guards, a statute 
that will probably be used by small or rural 
congregations with limited resources. 

But even Second Amendment advocates 
can agree that there is something unset¬ 
tling in the idea of ordinary people (not off- 
duty law enforcement or security guards) 


find its most potent realm for deception on 
the battlefields of the Civil War. He and 
other chroniclers of the conflict, including 
Alexander Gardner, Timothy O’Sullivan 
and Peter Weaver, are now known to have 
staged photographs of the dead at Gettys¬ 
burg. The very men rightly heralded as the 
progenitors of photojournalism were also 
pioneers of fake news. 

In many cases, their intentions were 
honorable. As The New York Times re¬ 
ported on Brady’s and Gardner’s work, 
the photographers succeeded in bringing 
home “the terrible reality and earnestness 
of war.” Their less scrupulous contempo¬ 
raries, however, preyed on the widespread 
belief that photographs provide true depic¬ 
tions of reality. They fed American hunger 
for a final look at lost relatives via a boom¬ 
ing post-war market in ghost pictures, in¬ 
cluding an infamous image of the alleged 
spirit of Abraham Lincoln himself 

The inescapability of photographs in our 
media-besotted and advertising-saturated 
times makes it difficult to appreciate just 
how miraculous they must have seemed 
when they were novelties, and how utterly 
convincing they were as a result. 

Yet insofar as we are now more savvy 
in our relationship with images, it is only 
relative to those who saw them with un¬ 
complicated eyes. 

Even now, photographs remain beguiling 
enough that we are only selectively suspi¬ 
cious — and thus selectively naive — inevi¬ 
tably interpreting images through the lens 
of pre-existing beliefs. The possibilities for 
altering and sharing images far surpass 
our capacity for detecting deception, and 
we are left only with our gut feelings and 
biases to separate fact from fiction. We re¬ 
main desperate for photographic evidence 
while unable to trust what we see. 

Peter Manseau is the author most recently of 

“The Apparitionists: A Tale of Phantoms, Fraud, 
Photography, and the Man Who Captured 
Lincoln’s Ghost.” 


coming to church armed. 

By their very nature, places of worship 
are places of vulnerability. They are sa¬ 
cred and solemn. They are places where 
people shed the distractions and burdens 
of daily life. 

People attending services are often 
praying, kneeling, meditating and singing. 
These individuals are speaking to God — 
one of the most intimate of human activi¬ 
ties. The Catholic tradition holds that the 
real presence of Jesus Christ exists inside 
a church’s sanctuary. 

While this makes attacking a church all 
the more abhorrent, it also makes carrying 
a weapon during such a spiritual encoun¬ 
ter seem like blasphemy. 

This is a case in which morality should 
probably outweigh practicality. 

That said, the leaders of churches, syna¬ 
gogues and mosques do have a responsibil¬ 
ity to protect their congregants. 

Many already do, by providing security 
when religious services are held or enlist¬ 
ing the help of local police. Even small 
churches with limited resources can surely 
find solutions that will help keep their con¬ 
gregations safe, even if that means locking 
the doors after services have started. 

While church leaders should consider 
increasing or improving security mea¬ 
sures, asking the congregation to arm it¬ 
self doesn’t seem like the ideal solution. It 
isn’t terrible to think that our sacred spac¬ 
es should remain sacred, and that means 
keeping guns out of them. 

Cynthia M. Allen is a Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
columnist. 



Handguns seem out of place in a sacred space 
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OPINION _ 

That Netflix tweet wasn’t creepy. Reality is 


By Tiffany Li 
Special to The Washington Post 

T he internet was in an uproar re¬ 
cently about a tweet from Netflix’s 
official account spotlighting 
(and shaming) 53 of its users for 
watching a specific Christmas movie on 18 
consecutive days. Spotify has come under 
fire for running similar ads about its own 
users’ listening habits. Privacy advocates 
and consumers alike decried the market¬ 
ing tactics as “creepy.” 

The ads aren’t what’s creepy, though. 
Reality is creepy. But we can fix it. 

It’s true that, generally, companies such 
as Spotify and Netflix are collecting more 
and more data on consumers. But that’s 
not the real problem. The real problem is 
a disconnect between privacy reality and 
privacy expectations. 

The negative reaction to Netflix’s tweet 
and Spotify’s ads shows that the average 
consumer likely does not realize the sheer 
amount of data that such services collect 
on every single user. Essentially, almost 
every internet-related company collects 
a significant amount of data on its users 
— from your ISP collecting browsing his¬ 
tory (even in incognito mode!) to half the 
apps on your phone collecting data through 
hidden trackers. You have probably en¬ 
countered the phenomenon of looking at 
a product for sale somewhere online and 
then being offered ads for that product or 
that brand everywhere you go on the in¬ 
ternet afterward. This happens because 
web trackers embedded in common online 
advertising networks follow you around 
as you visit different sites across different 
devices. 


There are, of course, legitimate reasons 
companies such as Netflix and Spotify col¬ 
lect and use large amounts of user data. Net¬ 
flix uses viewers’ watching preferences to 
influence development of new movies and 
television shows. Did you love “Stranger 
Things”? Then you should probably thank 
Netflix’s collection and use of user data to 
create new shows based on what genres, 
actors and directors existing users already 
enjoy watching. Spotify uses listening data 
in interesting ways as well, including cus¬ 
tom playlists it recommends to users. The 
same technology and data collection that 
allowed the service to make your custom 
Time Capsule playlist was what powered 
its ads that called out individual user play¬ 
lists by title. Using user data in novel ways 
is not necessarily detrimental for consum¬ 
ers, but we should demand that companies 
protect user privacy as much as possible 
while doing it. 

Ultimately, the “creepy” ads and tweet 
are not really that creepy, either, when 
taken into context. No particular user was 
named or identified. The ads do not violate 
any terms in either company’s privacy pol¬ 
icy or terms of service. This use of data in 
marketing also likely does not violate U.S. 
privacy laws and regulations, mostly be¬ 
cause no information was personally tied 
to a user. 

But the negative public reaction does 
reveal some lessons tech companies and 
individuals can follow to bridge the gap 
between privacy expectations and privacy 
reality. 

Companies should recognize their re¬ 
sponsibility to their users and to the broad¬ 
er goal of creating a strong environment 
that supports privacy protection for future 


The real problem is a 
disconnect between 
privacy reality and privacy 
expectations. 


generations. All companies, but especially 
tech companies, must invest in maintain¬ 
ing strong privacy and cybersecurity pro¬ 
tections, including implementing Privacy 
by Design protocols in product develop¬ 
ment, enforcing internal guidelines and 
training on privacy and data security, and 
publishing clear and accurate privacy 
policies. The best way to avoid the public 
relations backlash (or legal and financial 
consequences) of bad privacy decisions is 
to practice good privacy companywide. In 
other words, if Silicon Valley firms don’t 
want to be called a creep, they should stop 
being creepy. 

As technology progresses, it is likely 
that companies will collect increasingly 
large amounts of data on users. To fix the 
disconnect between consumer privacy 
expectations and actual privacy reality, 
consumers need more information from 
the industry to fully understand how con¬ 
sumer data can be used for good (or bad). 
Modern, tech-savvy consumers can be 
sophisticated enough to understand that 
giving up data to companies often yields 
benefits, like more tailored services. It’s 
up to tech companies to be better at telling 
that story and educating the public on how 
consumer data can be used to help the rest 
of us. 

Consumers can take simple steps to edu¬ 


cate themselves on privacy and protect 
their data. Periodically check the privacy 
settings for your mobile devices and turn 
off permissions for apps that don’t need 
it. (For example, many apps have loca¬ 
tion tracking turned on unnecessarily.) 
Check the privacy settings for your email 
accounts and social media accounts. Read 
the privacy policies when you sign up for 
a new service and pressure companies to 
make their policies clear and understand¬ 
able. To learn more, check out the many 
freely available guides on online privacy. 

Being aware of how your data is being 
used is the first step to bridging the gap 
between consumer expectations of privacy 
and actual practice. Empower yourself 
with knowledge about corporate privacy 
norms so you know when something is just 
standard data analysis (like, arguably, the 
“creepy” ads) or egregiously harmful (the 
shoddy cybersecurity practices that led 
to the Equifax breach). Never doubt your 
ability as an individual to influence the di¬ 
rection of the tech industry or of the law 
and policy decisions that affect privacy. 
The public backlash against the “creepy” 
ads is just one example of the ways in 
which regular consumers like you and me 
can change the way the tech industry ap¬ 
proaches privacy. 

What’s at stake here isn’t whether Spo¬ 
tify or Netflix will be able to run “creepy” 
marketing campaigns in the future. The 
choices companies and individuals make 
regarding privacy today will affect how 
our society understands privacy expecta¬ 
tions in the future. 

Tiffany Li is an attorney and resident feliow at the 
information Society Project at Yale Law School. 


Stateside housing allowances to rise only 0.7 percent 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

B asic Allowance for Housing 
(BAH) paid to 956,000 service- 
members living off base in the 
United States will climb modestly 
Jan. 1, an average of only 0.7 percent or $10 
a month, as an allowance-dampening for¬ 
mula enters its fourth year. 

Actual BAH increases for individuals 
will vary widely based on where they are 
assigned, pay grade and whether they have 
family. But military folks assigned to 128 
of 301 of military housing areas will see 
no housing allowance increase in 2018 be¬ 
cause local BAH rates will fall. 

Thanks to a rate protection rule, no cur¬ 
rent recipients will see their BAH allow¬ 
ance fall in the new year, unless they move 
to a new locale, are demoted or they see 
their dependency status change. 

“We do not penalize members who have 
already gone to a location, signed a lease 
and then rates happen to decrease,” said 
Summer Britford, allowance branch chief 
for the Defense Travel Management Office 
in Alexandria, Va. “Incoming members do 
have access to lowered [rental] costs so 
they do experience those decreases.” 

Across 173 housing areas stateside BAH 
rates will rise or be unchanged. Rates for 
2018 can be found online at: www.defense 
travel.dod.mil/site/bahCalc.cfm. 

For a fourth straight year, BAH adjust¬ 
ments will not quite keep pace with the 
rise of rents and utility costs because the 
Department of Defense is implementing 
a five-year plan to hold down the cost of 
stateside housing allowances. The damp¬ 
ening of rates by 1 percent a year will con¬ 
tinue through 2019 when recipients will be 
paying 5 percent of off-base rental expens- 
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es out of pocket. 

The 4 percent “absorption” rate in 2018 
means monthly housing allowances will be 
$51 to $117 short of covering average rent 
and utility costs. The impact on individuals 
depends on rank, dependency status and 
assignment location. The range of out-of- 
pocket costs forecast for 2017 was $37 to 
$85 a month. 

DOD officials had urged Congress to 
allow dampening of BAH through next 
year so that millions of compensation dol¬ 
lars could be diverted to other readiness 
needs in tight times for defense budgets. 
Besides the plan to raise member out-of- 
pocket rental costs to 5 percent, officials 
saved another 1 percent on BAH, start¬ 
ing in 2015, by excluding rental insurance 
from rate calculations. 

In the late 1990s, when BAH began, rates 
were set to cover 80 percent of average 
rental costs. Starting in 2000, BAH fund¬ 
ing grew. By 2005 the 20 percent absorp¬ 
tion rate had been eliminated. Through 
2014, average BAH fully covered mem¬ 
bers’ rental expenses. 

Even as the relative value of BAH falls, 
officials point out that members can con¬ 
trol out-of-pocket costs based on rental 
choices. Rates are set so that members who 
rent median-priced properties will pay 
a small amount out of pocket. Those who 
elect to economize in housing choices can 
find units their BAH will fully cover. 

In 2018, BAH payments will total $20.9 
billion, said Britford. Average BAH nation¬ 
wide will be $1,839 for members with de¬ 
pendents and $1,493 for members without 


dependents. Rates are reset annually based 
on median market rents and average utili¬ 
ty costs (electricity, heat, water and sewer) 
for six housing profiles — a combination 
of dwelling type (apartments, townhouses, 
single-family homes) and number of bed¬ 
rooms. Individual rates reflect local costs 
for the type of housing deemed appropri¬ 
ate for a member based on pay grade and 
dependency status. 

Fresh cost data for adjusting rates are 
collected in two ways, Britford said. Every 
military housing office in the field provides 
rental cost information for adequate and 
available properties in their communities. 
Also, economic consulting firm Robert D. 
Niehaus Inc., or RDN, collects nationwide 
cost data for the six different housing types 
and bedroom numbers in every military 
housing area. The goal is data for 70 units 
of every housing type in every area. The 
RDN surveys won’t include neighborhoods 
identified by census track data or military 
housing offices as inadequate. Utility costs 
are calculated using other survey data of 
what civilians in each housing area and 
housing profile spend on utilities. 

The typical midgrade enlisted with de¬ 
pendents will see their BAH rise Jan. 1 by 
$19 per month and a typical junior officer 
without dependents by $16. 

Fort Wayne, Ind., where only 206 BAH 
recipients reside, will see a 15 percent av¬ 
erage increase in BAH, the largest of any 
housing area. Almost 3,800 BAH recipi¬ 
ents at Beale Air Force Base, Calif, and 
2,900 at Mountain Home Air Force Base, 
Idaho, will see their allowance pop by an 
average of 11 percent. 

BAH recipients will be particularly 
thankful for rate protection in other areas. 
Rates will fall an average of 10 percent in 
Minot, N.D., where 4,800 servicemembers 


are assigned, but their own payments will 
stay steady. Average BAH will fall 9 per¬ 
cent at Fort Knox, Ky., and in New York 
City, but only for new arrivals. 

Changes in BAH can vary widely even 
within the same state. Rates will drop an 
average of 7.5 percent in Montgomery, Ala., 
but rise by 0.7 percent in Huntsville, Ala. 
Rates will climb an average of 7.7 percent 
at Barstow/Fort Irwin and 7.5 percent at 
Edward Air Force Base/Palmdale, Calif, 
and fall 7.2 percent in Panama City and 3 
percent in Pensacola, Fla. 

Some areas with larger bases where 
BAH will rise include: Joint Base Mc- 
Guire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J. (5.7 percent); 
Albuquerque/Kirtland AFB, N.M. (5.8); 
Beaufort/Parris Island, S.C. (7.0); Bremer¬ 
ton, Wash. (6.0) and Tacoma, Wash. (5.5). 
Areas where rates will fall include: Fort 
Riley, Kan. (-4.3); Shreveport/Barksdale 
AFB (-3.1); Camp Lejeune, N.C. (-5.7); 
Fort Bragg/Pope Air Force Base (-2.3); 
Trenton, N.J. (-5.9) and Hampton/Newport 
News, Va. (-2.1) 

More information on BAH, including a 
rate component breakdown, is available 
online at: www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/ 
bah.cfm. 

Overseas Housing Allowances (OHA) 
for the military are calculated differently 
than is BAH, Britford said. OHA is based 
on what members actually pay to rent 
housing overseas. It’s reviewed every six 
months, and also gets adjusted to keep pace 
with the dollar’s changing value against 
local currency. The utility allowance is re¬ 
viewed and adjusted annually and a “move- 
in” allowance every three years. 

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; Twitter: (I)Military_Update. 
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19 Xmas visitor 
21 Houston team 

24 Membership 

25 Pickle holder 

26 Pallid 

28 Run off to marry 
31 Yankee nickname 
33 Soccer’s Hamm 

35 Scrambled wd. 

36 Ape 

38 Priestly garment 
40Zsa Zsa’s sister 
41 Suitor 
43 Not open 
45 Quantity 

47 Solo of “Star 
Wars” 

48 Soup container 

49 Eastern and 
Pacific, e.g. 

54 Coloration 

55 Christmas 
carol opener 


44 Lennon’s lady 

45 Needing 
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46 Tennyson poem 

50 Witticism 

51 Eggy quaff 

52 Clean air org. 

53 Pigs’ digs 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 




12-18 CRYPTOQUIP 
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ZCQOCN: GEWYZCQ JENFOUN. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: POPULAR SOUL SINGER 
WHO WOULD ALWAYS BE WEARING A ROUND, 
FLATTISH FELT CAP: BERET CHARLES. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals R 
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• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
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ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 



■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

■ People saying Free Dog 
adoption. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion In 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 1^ 

Auto - Quaiity Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicies 
www.viiseckautosaies.com 

Free Europe-wide deiivery 

ra 


Jobs Offered 630 


HELP WANTED 

H&R Biock in Mainz Kastei is' 
iooking for an experienced fuii 
time tax consultant. Call or email 
Mr. Clemons 06145-5490684 or 
eclemonsighrblock.cQm. 


the KMCC Mall on Ramsteir 
Airbase.. Call or email Mr 
Clemons 06145-5490684 oi 
eclemons@hrblock.com. 


Travel_1000 


"Xmas in Garmisch!" 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Mike Broadway and DH 
Cody Asche on minor ieague contracts. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Agreed to 
terms with LHP C.C. Sabathia on a one- 
year contract. 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Traded OF Matt 
Kemp to the L.A. Dodgers for IB Adrian 
Gonzalez, LHP Scott Kazmir, RHP Bran¬ 
don McCarthy, INF Charlie Culberson 
and cash. Designated Gonzalez for as¬ 
signment. 

CHICAGO CUBS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Steve Cishek on a two-year 
contract. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Alex Wimmers, SS Cristhian 
Adames and OF Rafael Ortega on minor 
league contracts. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Designated 
RHP Jose Ruiz for assignment. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CHICAGO BULLS - Assigned G Kay 
Felder and F/C Cristiano Felicio to Windy 
City (NBAGL). 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS - Recalled C 
Thomas Bryant from South Bay (NBAGL). 
Assigned F Ivica Zubac to South Bay. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Released RB 
Bronson Hill. Signed TE Gabe Holmes 
from the practice squad. 

BUFFALO BILLS - Signed CB Breon 
Borders. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Placed C 
T.J. Johnson on injured reserve. Signed 
RB Jarveon Williams from the practice 
squad. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Waived DB 
Darius Hillary. Signed DB C.J. Smith from 
the practice squad. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Released QB 
Joe Callahan. Activated QB Aaron Rodg¬ 
ers from injured reserve. 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS - Waived LB 
James Onwualu. Added CB Craig Mager 
to the active roster. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Placed OT 
Trent Brown on injured reserve. Signed S 
Tyvis Powell from the practice squad. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS - Placed S Kam 
Chancellor on injured reserve. Waived G 
Mark Glowinski. Signed LB Kache Pala- 
cio and CB Mike Tyson from the practice 
squad. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Waived PK 
Nick Rose. Activated PK Dustin Hopkins 
from injured reserve. 

HOCKEY 

Natonal Hockey League 

BOSTON BRUINS - Assigned G Dan 
Vladar from Providence (AHL) to Atlanta 
(ECHL). 

DALLAS STARS — Reassigned F Jason 
Dickinson to Texas (AHL). 

EDMONTON OILERS - Assigned G 
Shane Starrett from Bakersfield (AHL) to 
Wichita (ECHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Assigned F Nick 

.-"inghamton (AHL). 

G JETS — Recalled G Jamie 
■n Jacksonville (ECHL) to Man- 


College basketball 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Saturday 

1. Villanova (11-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. Hofstra, Friday. 

2. Michigan State (10-1) beat Oakland 
86-73. Next: vs. Houston Baptist, Mon¬ 
day. 

3. Wichita State (8-2) lost to Oklahoma 
91-83. Next: vs. Arkansas State, Tuesday. 

4. Duke (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Evansville, Wednesday. 

5. Arizona State (9-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Vanderbilt, Sunday. 

6. Miami (9-0) beat George Washing¬ 
ton 59-50. Next: at Hawaii, Friday. 

7. North Carolina (9-1) did not play. 
Next: at No. 20 Tennessee, Sunday. 

8. Kentucky (9-1) beat Virginia Tech 
93-86. Next: vs. UCLA, Saturday. 

9. Texas A&M (9-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Northern Kentucky, Tuesday. 

10. Xavier (10-1) beat ETSU 68-66. Next: 
vs. Marshall, Tuesday. 

11. West Virginia (9-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Coppin State, Wednesday. 

12. Gonzaga (9-2) beat North Dakota 
89-83, OT. Next: vs. lUPUl, Monday. 

13. Kansas (8-2) beat Nebraska 73-72. 
Next: vs. Omaha, Monday. 

14. TCU (10-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Texas Southern, Monday. 

15. Seton Hall (9-2) lost to Rutgers 71- 
65. Next: vs. Wagner, Wednesday. 

16. Virginia (9-1) beat Davidson 80-60. 
Next: vs. Savannah State, Tuesday. 

17. Purdue (11-2) beat Butler 82-67. 
Next: vs. Tennessee State, Thursday. 

18. Notre Dame (8-3) lost to Indiana 
80-77, OT. Next: vs. Dartmouth, Tuesday. 

19. Florida State (9-1) lost to Okla¬ 
homa State 71-70. Next: vs. Charleston 
Southern, Monday. 

20. Tennessee (7-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 7 North Carolina, Sunday. 

21. Baylor (8-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Savannah State, Sunday. 

22. Florida (6-4) lost to Clemson 71-69. 
Next: vs. James Madison, Wednesday. 

23. Arizona (8-3) beat New Mexico 89- 
73. Next: vs. North Dakota State, Mon- 

'*^24. Texas Tech (9-1) beat Rice 73-53. 
Next: vs. FAU, Tuesday. 

25. Cincinnati (9-2) beat UCLA 77-63. 
Next: vs. Arkansas-Pine Bluff, Tuesday. 

Saturday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 68, Canisius 65 
Buffalo 86, Robert Morris 70 
Miami 59, George Washington 50 
NJIT71, Fairleign Dickinson 68 
New Hampshire 111, Lyndon State 31 
Pittsburgh 72, McNeese St. 51 
Rhode Island 68, Coll, of Charleston 62 
Rider 90, Wagner 84, OT 
Rutgers 71, Seton Hall 65 
St. Bonaventure 81, Vermont 79 
St. Francis Brooklyn 88, SUNY Maritime 
67 

Syracuse 86, Georgetown 79, OT 
Temple 63, Drexel 60 
UMass 72, Georgia 62 

SOUTH 

Arkansas St. 64, FAU 63 
Auburn 76, Middle Tennessee 70 
Belmont 79, Pepperdine 62 
Clemson 71, Florida 69 
Coastal Carolina 83, Montreat 70 
Cornell 69, Longwood 62 
Grambling St. 68, SE Louisiana 67 
Illinois St. 101, Mississippi 97, OT 
Jacksonville St. 77, SC-Upstate 61 
James Madison 76, FlU 67 
Kennesaw St. 81, Bethune-Cookman 74 
Kentucky 93, Virginia Tech 86 
LSU-Shreveport 85, Northwestern St. 


Phillips fr 
itoba (AH 


Louisville 81, Memphis 72 
Marshall 99, Ohio 96, OT 
Mississippi St. 92, UT Martin 61 
Murray St. 100, Marist 63 
Niagara 85, Norfolk St. 82 
Nicnoils 92, Culver-Stockton 51 


FAR WEST 

Arizona 89, New Mexico 73 
BYU 77, Utah 65 

CS Bakersfield 55, Georgia Southern 53 

California 95, Cal St.-Fullerton 89, OT 

Cincinnati 77, UCLA 63 

Coll, of Idaho 91, NW Christian 83 

E. Michigan 85, Long Beach St. 80 

E. Oregon 83, Corban 80 

Gonzaga 89, North Dakota 83, OT 

North Texas 86, San Diego 83, OT 

Oregon 68, Fresno St. 61 

Oregon St. 63, Saint Louis 60 

Oregon Tech 89, Northwest U. 86 

Portland St. 116, Linfield 71 

Princeton 80, Cal Poly 60 

S. Oregon 73, Evergreen St. 60 

S. Utah 86, Cent. Michigan 80 

Saint Mary’s (Cal) 73, UC Irvine 66 

Seattle 89, Portland 76 

UNLV81, Pacific 76 

Utah St. 96, Life Pacific 62 

Warner Pacific 86, Walla Walla 68 

Washington St. 72, lUPUl 59 

Weber St. 96, Ark.-Pine Bluff 74 

Wyoming 72, Texas Southern 66 

Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

Saturday 

1. UConn (8-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Oklahoma, Tuesday. 

2. Notre Dame (9-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. DePaul, Sunday. 

3. Louisville (12-0) did not play. Next: at 
Kentucky, Sunday. 

4. South Carolina (9-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Savannah State, Sunday. 

5. Mississippi State (10-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Maine, Sunday. 

6. Baylor (9-1) did not play. Next: at 
Nicholls State, Monday. 

7. Tennessee (10-0) did not play. Next: 
at Long Beach State, Sunday. 

8. Texas (8-1) did not play. Next: vs. No. 
12 Florida State, Sunday. 

9. Oregon (8-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Mississippi, Sunday. 

10. West Virginia (10-0) beat Radford 
75-55. Next: vs. Morgan State, Monday. 

11. UCLA (7-2) did not play. Next: at Se¬ 
ton Hall, Sunday. 

12. Florida State (10-0) did not play. 
Next: at No. 8 Texas, Sunday. 

13. Ohio State (10-2) did not play. Next: 
at Cincinnati, Sunday. 

14. Duke (8-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Maine, Tuesday. 

15. Maryland (10-2) did not play. Next: 
at Coppin State, Wednesday. 

16. Missouri (9-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Indiana, Sunday. 

17. Oregon State (8-2) beat UC Santa 
Barbara74-49. Next: vs. UC Davis, Wednes¬ 
day. 

18. Stanford (6-4) beat UNLV 74-33. 
Next: vs. Western Illinois, Monday. 

19. Texas A&M (9-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Hawaii, Wednesday. 

20. Villanova (9-0) did not play. Next: at 
La Salle, Wednesday. 

21. Green Bay (9-1) beat Bradley 72-40. 
Next: vs. Northwestern, Tuesday. 

22. South Florida (8-2) did not play. 
Next: at FlU, Sunday. 

23. Michigan (10-2) beat Fort Wayne 77- 
45. Next: vs. Delaware State, Thursday. 

24. California (8-2) beat BYU 70-45. 
Next: at Kentucky, Thursday. 

25. Iowa UO-1) did not play. Next: at 
Northern Iowa, Sunday. 

Saturday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Army 107, St. Joseph’s (BKN) 46 
Manhattan 72, LIU Brooklyn 38 
Md.-Eastern Shore 97, Wesley (DE) 30 
Morehead St. 76, Canisius 52 
Oakland 79, Cornell 77 
Rider 79, NJIT 64 
Robert Morris 67, Clarion 60 
Rutgers 75, Houston 57 
St. Francis Brooklyn 72, Iona 63 
Temple 83, Marist 77 
West Virginia 75, Radford 55 
SOUTH 


College football 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

NC A&T 21, Grambling State 14 

New Orleans Bowl 
Troy 50, North Texas 30 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Georgia State 27, Western Kentucky 


New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 
Marshall 31, Colorado State 28 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Middle Tennessee 35, Arkansas State 
30 

Tuesday, Dec. 19 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
Akron (7-6) vs. FAU (10-3) 

Wednesday, Dec. 20 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Louisiana Tech (6-6) vs. SMU (7-5) 
Thursday, Dec. 21 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Temple (6-6) vs. FlU (8-4) 

Friday, Dec. 22 
Bahamas Bowl 
Nassau 

Ohio (8-4) vs. UAB (8-4) 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 

Central Michigan (8-4) vs. Wyoming 
(7-5), 4 p.m. (ESPN) 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 
S. Florida (9-2) vs. Texas Tech (6-6) 
Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 

San Diego State (10-2) vs. Army (9-3) 

Dollar General Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 

Appalachian St. (8-4) vs. Toledo (11-2) 

Sunday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 
Honolulu 

Fresno State (9-4) vs. Houston (7-4) 

Tuesday, Dec. 26 
Heart of Dallas Bowl 

West Virginia (7-5) vs. Utah (6-6) 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Northern Illinois (8-4) vs. Duke (6-6) 

Cactus Bowl 
Phoenix 

Kansas State (7-5) vs. UCLA (6-6) 

Wednesday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Southern Mississippi (8-4) vs. Florida 
State (6-6) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Iowa (7-5) 

Foster Farms Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Arizona (7-5) vs. Purdue (6-6) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Texas (6-6) vs. Missouri (7-5) 

Thursday, Dec. 28 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Virginia (6-6) vs. Navy (6-6) 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Oklahoma State (9-3) vs. Virginia Tech 
(9-3) 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Stanford (9-4) vs. TCU (10-3) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Washington State (9-3) vs. Michigan 
State (9-3) 

Friday, Dec. 29 
Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Wake Forest (7-5) vs. Texas A&M (7-5) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

NC State (8-4) vs. Arizona State (7-5) 


Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Kentucky (7-5) vs. Northwestern (9-3) 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

New Mexico State (5-6) vs. Utah State 
(6-6) 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

Southern Cal (11-2) vs. Ohio St. (11-2) 

Saturday, Dec. 30 
TaxSIayer Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Louisville (8-4) vs. Mississippi St. (8-4) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Iowa State (7-5) vs. Memphis (10-2) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Washington (10-2) vs. Penn St. (10-2) 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Wisconsin (12-1) vs. Miami (10-2) 

Monday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Michigan (8-4) vs. S. Carolina (8-4) 

Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

UCF (12-0) vs. Auburn (10-3) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Notre Dame (9-3) vs. LSU (9-3) 

Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Oklahoma (12-1) vs. Georgia (12-1) 

Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 

New Orleans 

Clemson (12-1) vs. Alabama (11-1) 

Monday, Jan. 8 

College Football Championship 
Atlanta 

Rose Bowl winner vs. Sugar Bowl win- 

Saturday, Jan. 20 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Carson, Calif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 27 
Senior Bowl 


North vs. South 


FCS playoffs 


Semifinals 
Friday, Dec. IS 

North Dakota State 55, Sam Houston 
State 13 

Saturday, Dec. 16 

James Madison 51, South Dakota 
State 16 

Championship 
Saturday, Jan. 6 
At Toyota Stadium 
Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State (13-1) vs. James 
Madison (14-0) 

NCAA Division II playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
Kansas City, Kan. 

Texas A&M-Commerce 37, West Flori¬ 
da 27 

Division III playoffs 

Championship 
Friday, Dec. 15 
At Salem, Va. 

Mount Union 12, Mary Hardin-Baylor 0 

NAIA playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
At Municipal Stadium 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Saint Francis (Ind.) 24, Reinhardt 13 


■ 

Oklahoma St. 71, Florida St. 70 Furman 70, Ohio 68 

Oral Roberts 83, Florida Gulf Coast 64 Liberty 105, Shippensburg 43 

1 SC State 83, Jacksonville 74 Memphis 71, Vanderbilt 60 

SouthAlabama63,E. Illinois 52 Michigan St. 83, ETSU 74 

Deals 

1 1 

AP sportlight 

Golf 


Southern Miss. 75, William Carey 58 NC State 70, Elon 57 

1 Stephen F. Austin 83, LSU,82 , SC State 75, W. Carolina 45 

Dec. 18 


Indonesian Masters 

Saturday 

At Royale Jakarta Golf Club 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
Purse: $750,000 
Yardage: 7,324; Par: 72 
Third Round 

THRU 

Justin Rose, England 
Scott Vincent, Zimbabwe 
Kiradech Aphibarnrat, Thailand 
Phachara Khongwatmai, Thailand 
Giwhan Kim, South Korea 
Danthai Boonma, Thailand 
Jake Higginbottom, Australia 
Shubhankar Sharma, India 
Yusaku Miyazato, Japan 
Chinnarat Phadungsil, Thailand -10 13 

ChikkarangappaS., India -10 8 

Also 

Sihwan Kim, United States -9 8 

Micah Lauren Shin, United States -4 12 

Johannes Veerman, United States -2 10 

Sam Chien, United States -1 14 

Jason Knutzon, United States -1 8 

Casey O’Toole, United States E 14 

Jarin Todd, United States E 14 

Ryan McCormick, United States ECUT 

James Bowen, United States +1CUT 

Sam Cyr, United States +1CUT 

Jamie Puterbaugh, United States +2CUT 

Dodge Kemmer, United States +2 CUT 

John Michael O’Toole, United States +3 CUT 

John Catlin, United States +4CUT 


UAB 90, Alabama A&M 58 
UNC-Greensboro 81, NC State 76 
VCU 85, Bucknell 79 
Virginia 80, Davidson 60 
W. Kentucky 81, Indiana St. 65 
Winthrop 88, Alabama St. 80 
MIDWEST 
Akron 81, MVSU 63 
Bradley 84, Chicago St. 58 
Dayton 88, Georgia St. 83, OT 
Evansville 78, Austin Peay 74, OT 
Fort Wayne 88, Stetson 84 
Green Bay 86, UW-Parkside 50 
Indiana 80, Notre Dame 77, OT 
Iowa 90, Drake 64 
Iowa St. 76, N. Iowa 65 
Kansas 73, Nebraska 72 
Kansas St. 89, SE Missouri 71 
Michigan 90, Detroit 58 
Michigan St. 86, Oakland 73 
Milwaukee 73, Loyola of Chicago 56 
Missouri 85, North Florida 51 
New Mexico St. 74, Illinois 69 
Northwestern 62, DePaul 60 
Ohio St. 80, Appalachian St. 67 
Oklahoma 91, Wichita St. 83 
Purdue 82, Butler 67 
Texas-Arlington 86, Rio Grande 65 
Wright St. 77, Toledo 69 
Xavier 68, ETSU 66 

SOUTHWEST 
Arkansas 88, Troy 63 
Incarnate Word 77, UMKC 73 
Texas 75, Louisiana Tech 60 
Texas Tech 73, Rice 53 
Tulsa 80, Manhattan 66 
UTSA 95, Bethany (KS) 67 


UNC-Asheville 76, SC-Upstate 70 
UNC-Wilmington 65, Wofford 60 
Virginia Tech 86, High Point 63 
W. Kentucky 66, Stetson 58 

MIDWEST 

Akron 93, Ohio Christian 33 
Cal Poly 73, N. Dakota St. 69 
Green Bay 72, Bradley 40 

III.-Chicago 96, Evansville 77 
Illinois 59, Austin Peay 47 
Kansas St. 66, UALR 51 
Michigan 77, Fort Wayne 45 
Missouri St. 90, Northwestern 59 
Tulsa 64, South Dakota 61 
Wichita St. 87, Alcorn St. 46 
Youngstown St. 69, N. Arizona 67 
SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 88, Midwestern 
State 67 

Arkansas St. 76, Grambling St. 56 
Oklahoma 105, New Mexico 63 
Oral Roberts 73, Chicago St. 43 
Stephen F. Austin 83, Texas A&M-Com- 
merce 61 

FAR WEST 

CS Bakersfield 72, Whittier College 35 
Cal St.-Fullerton 74, Antelope Valley 
College 48 

California 70, BYU 45 
Denver 74, Utah St. 72 
Idaho St. 70, Utah Valley 58 
Nevada 52, Santa Clara 41 
Oregon St. 74, UC Santa Barbara 49 
Portland St. 82, UC Irvine 72 
San Diego 78, UTSA 69 
Stanford 74, UNLV 33 


EAST 

Northeastern 1, Merrimack 1, OT 
Robert Morris 5, Mercyhurst 2 

MIDWEST 

Bemidji St. 4, Alaska Anchorage 0 
Lake Superior St. 3, Michigan Tech 3, 
3T 

Minnesota St. 3, Ala.-Huntsville 0 
N. Michigan 4, Ferris St. 2 

FAR WEST 

Colorado College 4, Arizona St. 0 
Dartmouth 5, Denver 4 

EXHIBITION 

Michigan St. 3, U.S. National U-18 0 


Fight schedule 

Dec. 30 

At Yokohama, Japan, Naoya Inoue vs. 
Yoan Boyeaux, 12, for Inoue’s WBO Junior 
bantamweight title; Ken Shiro vs. Gil- 
berto Pedroza, 12, for Shiro’s WBC Junior 
flyweight title; Satoshi Shimizu vs. Filipi¬ 
no Edward Mancito, 12, featherweights; 
Takuma Inoue vs. Kentaro Masuda, 10, 
bantamweights. 


NFL championship with a 14-0 victory over 
the Los Angeles Rams. 

1962 — Wilt Chamberlain of the San 
Francisco Warriors scores 61 points in a 
130-110 over the St. Louis Hawks. 

1983 — Edmonton’s Wayne Gretzky 
scores his 100th point of the season the 
Edmonton Oilers’ 34th game, a 7-5 victory 
over the Winnipeg Jf' 

1995 — Jerry Rice 

._3rs records the I....„_ ,_ 

total by a receiver in NFL history with 289 
yards, and catches three TD passes in a 

37- 30 win over the Minnesota Vikings. 
Rice also becomes the first receiver to 
have three 100-reception seasons. 

2000 - Marshall Faulk of St. Louis 
scores four touchdowns for the second 
straight week and third time this season, 
breaking the NFL record he shared with 
Jim Brown. The Rams lose to Tampa Bay 

38- 35. 

2005 — Indianapolis, which won its first 
13 games, the fourth team in NFL history 
to do so, loses 26-17 at home to San Di- 

2006 — Tenth-ranked Arizona State 
beats Texas Tech 61-45 when the second 
outdoor game in women’s college basket¬ 
ball history is called on account of rain 
with 4:18 to play at Chase Field, home of 
baseball’s Arizona Diamondbacks. 

2011 — The Green Bay Packers’ 19- 
game winning streak, second-longest in 
NFL history, is snapped with a 19-14 loss 
at Kansas City. 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/MLB 


Briefly 


NFL takes over Panthers' 
Richardson investigation 


Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The 
NFL is taking over the investiga¬ 
tion of allegations of workplace 
misconduct by Carolina Panthers 
owner Jerry Richardson. 

NFL spokesman Brian Mc¬ 
Carthy said Sunday in an email 
to The Associated Press that the 
league will handle the investiga¬ 
tion rather than the team, as orig¬ 
inally planned. 

Panthers spokesman Steven 
Drummond said Sunday the team 
requested the league take over 
the investigation. 

“We thought it would be best for 
transparency reasons,” Drum¬ 
mond told The Associated Press. 

The investigation was origi¬ 
nally going to be led by the law 
firm of Quinn Emanuel Urquhart 
and Sullivan, LLP, and overseen 
by Erskine Bowles, a minority 
owner with the Panthers. 

Drummond also said Rich¬ 
ardson was planning to attend 
Sunday’s game against the Pack¬ 
ers at Bank of America Stadium. 
Richardson has declined com¬ 
ment through the team while the 
investigation is ongoing. 

The team announced Friday 
the 81-year Richardson was 
under investigation, but declined 
to provide any details. 

Drummond said in a release 
that the Panthers take these al¬ 
legations very seriously and are 
committed to a full investigation. 

Members of the organization 
have been mostly quiet on the 
situation, although coach Ron 
Rivera said in a statement he has 
“enormous respect for the man, 
but will wait for the results of the 
investigation before making any 
judgment.” 

Richardson, a former football 
player with the Baltimore Colts, is 
responsible for bringing the NFL 
to the Carolinas in 1993 when the 
Panthers joined the league as an 
expansion team. 

The Panthers began play two 
years later in 1995. 

It has been a whirlwind year 
for the organization. 

Team president Danny Mor¬ 
rison abruptly resigned in Feb¬ 
ruary. Richardson then fired 
general manager Dave Gettleman 
on the eve of training camp and 


replaced him with former gener¬ 
al manager Marty Hurney on an 
interim basis. It was a surprising 
move considering Carolina made 
the playoffs three times in four 
seasons under Gettleman. 

Hirscher breaks mark 
with fifth GS victory 

LA VILLA, Italy — Marcel 
Hirscher dominated both runs to 
take a record fifth straight win 
in the Alta Badia giant slalom on 
Sunday. 

The Austrian finished a mas¬ 
sive 1.70 seconds ahead of Norwe¬ 
gian rival Henrik Kristoffersen, 
with Zan Kranjec of Slovenia 1.82 
behind in third for his first po¬ 
dium result. 

While Hirscher dropped some 
time in the lower portion of his 
opening run, he was flawless in 
his second trip down, increasing 
his advantage at every interval. 

“Once I felt good with my setup 
in the second run, I could really 
attack and turn on the turbo,” 
Hirscher said. 

At the finish, Hirscher let out 
a big scream then took off his 
right glove and held up his hand 
and five fingers to celebrate the 
record. 

Hirscher broke a tie with Ital¬ 
ian great Alberto Tomba — the 
pair had four GS wins each on the 
challenging Gran Risa course. 

Olympic and three-time world 
champion Ted Ligety moved up 
from seventh after the opening 
run to finish fifth for his best re¬ 
sult in more than a year. 


Vieth wins women’s GS; 
Vonn rests sore knee 

VAL D’ISERE, France — Anna 
Veith felt overwhelming relief 
after proving she can fight her 
way back to the top. 

She won a World Cup super-G 
race on Sunday, long after last 
tasting victory in giant slalom at 
the French resort of Meribel in 
March 2015. 

The Olympic super-G champi¬ 
on’s comeback has been as much 
mental as physical. 

She went to the hospital in 
March to have the patellar ten¬ 
don in her left knee surgically re¬ 
paired. That was not long after she 
had returned in December 2016, 
following more than one year out 
having seriously damaged her 
right knee in a training crash. 

“When I think back to the days 
when I was just on the floor, so 
many days when I didn’t know if it 
was possible to get back into race 
mode or not,” the 28-year-old Aus¬ 
trian said. “You have to be men¬ 
tally very strong. When you’re 
injured it’s hard to stay in that 
mode, and for me it was impor¬ 
tant to get back in that race mode, 
mentally. I know I have it now.” 

Tina Weirather of Lichtenstein 
was second in 1:06.25 — her 35th 
World Cup podium — with Italian 
Sofia Goggia third in 1:06.28. 

Four-time World Cup winner 
Lindsey Vonn pulled out of the 
race because of soreness in her 
knee. She won Saturday’s super- 
G on the same course for her first 
win of the season 



Marco Trovati/AP 


Austria’s Marcel Hirscher competes Sunday during the first run of a 
World Cup giant slalom in AHa Badia, Italy. 



Danny Karnik/AP 


The Braves traded Matt Kemp back to the Los Angeles Dodgers as 
part of a five-player trade with the Atlanta Braves that includes cash. 

MLB briefs 


LA gets Kemp back 
in five-player trade 


Associated Press 

Matt Kemp is returning to the 
place where he began his mqjor 
league career, reacquired by the 
Los Angeles Dodgers on Satur¬ 
day as part of a five-player trade 
with the Atlanta Braves that cre¬ 
ates more financial flexibility for 
the reigning NL champions. 

The Dodgers sent first base- 
man Adrian Gonzalez, oft-injured 
starting pitchers Scott Kazmir 
and Brandon McCarthy, infielder 
Charlie Culberson and cash to At¬ 
lanta for the 33-year-old Kemp. 

Gonzalez agreed to waive his 
no-trade clause after receiving as¬ 
surance from the Braves that he 
would be designated for assign¬ 
ment since they are already set at 
first base with Freddie Freeman. 

“This allows him the opportu¬ 
nity to go and find some playing 
time,” new Braves general man¬ 
ager Alex Anthopoulos said. 

After sitting on the sidelines 
during the recent winter meet¬ 
ings, the Dodgers moved quickly 
to dump nearly $50 million in 
salary committed to Gonzalez, 
Kazmir and McCarthy for 2018. 
Kemp is owed about $43 million 
over the next two seasons. 

Los Angeles was looking to re¬ 
duce baseball’s highest payroll of 
$240 million last season as a way 
of lowering exposure to higher 
luxury taxes. 

The deal made sense for the 
Braves, too, since the players 
they acquired all have expiring 
contracts. 

“It puts us in an even greater 
financial position going forward 
and going into next offseason as 


well,” said Anthopoulos, who was 
hired from the Dodgers. 

Kemp played for the Dodgers 
from 2006-14, hitting 182 home 
runs, fourth-most in Los Angeles 
history. The outfielder hit .276 
with 19 homers, 64 RBIs and 23 
doubles in 115 games last season 
with the Braves. 

Moving Kemp opens up a po¬ 
tential roster spot for top Braves 
prospect Ronald Acuna, who 
turns 20 on Monday. He was the 
most valuable player of the Ari¬ 
zona Fall League and Baseball 
America’s minor league player of 
the year. 

The 35-year-old Gonzalez 
helped the Dodgers win five 
straight NL West division titles 
after being acquired from the 
Red Sox in August 2012. He was 
an All-Star in 2015 and led the 
NL in RBIs in 2014, but went on 
the disabled list with a herniated 
disk in his back last season for the 
first time in his career. He was 
usurped at first base by NL Rook¬ 
ie of the Year Cody Bellinger. 

Reports: Yankees sign 
Sabathia to 1-year deal 

NEW YORK — C.C. Sabathia 
has reportedly agreed to a one- 
year, $10 million deal to remain 
with the New York Yankees. 

MLB.com first reported the 
deal Saturday. 

The 37-year-old Sabathia made 
$25 million last year when he 
went 14-5 with a 3.69 earned-run 
average. He has a 237-146 career 
record in 17 seasons with Cleve¬ 
land, Milwaukee and New York. 
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Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 


Boston 
Toronto 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Brooklyn 

Washington 

Miami 

Orlando 

Charlotte 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Milwaukee 

Chicago 


16 13 .552 V/i 


Southeast Division 


Centrai Division 


14 .517 
19 .367 
19 .345 
23 .207 


16 13 .552 5'/2 

16 13 .552 5'/2 

15 13 .536 6 

8 20 .286 13 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Memphis 
Dallas 

Minnesota 

Portland 

Denver 

Oklahoma City 
Utah 


8 22 .267 

Division 
17 13 .567 

16 13 .552 

16 13 .552 

14 15 .483 

■ 16 .467 


Pacific Division 

Golden State 23 

L. A. Clippers 
L.A. Lakers 
Sacramento 
Phoenix 

Friday’s 

Detroit 104, Indianc __ 

Miami 104, Charlotte 98 
Oklahoma City 119, Philadelphia 




17 .370 
19 .321 
21 .323 


Portland 95, Orlando 88 
Washington 100, L.A. Clippers 91 
Toronto 120, Brooklyn 87 
Utah 107, Boston 95 
Chicago 115, Milwaukee 109 
Mempliis 96, Atlanta 94 
Denver 117, New Orleans 111, OT 
Houston 124, San Antonio 109 
Saturday’s games 
Portland 93, Charlotte 91 
Cleveland 109, Utah 100 
New York 111, Oklahoma City 96 
Houston 115, Milwaukee 111 
Miami 90, L.A. Clippers 85 
Phoenix 108, Minnesota 106 
San Antonio 98, Dallas 96 
Boston 102, Memphis 93 
Sunday’s games 
Sacramento at Toronto 
Orlando at Detroit 
Cleveland at Washington 
Indiana at Brooklyn 

Monday’s games 
Boston at Indiana 
New York at Charlotte 
Miami at Atlanta 
Denver at Oklahoma City 
Philadelphia at Chicago 
Portland at Minnesota 
Utah at Houston 
L.A. Clippers at San Antonio 


Tuesday’s games 

New Orleans at Washington 


Saturday 

Cavaliers 109, Jazz 100 

UTAH - Ingles 3-7 0-09, Johnson 4-12 0- 
0 8, Udoh 4-6 1-2 9, Rubio 2-9 0-0 6, Mitchell 
11-16 1-2 26, O’Neale 4-5 0-0 12, Sefolosha 
4-6 2-4 12, Jerebko 1-5 2-2 4, Favors 0-0 0-0 
0, Bradley 0-0 0-0 0, Hood 3-9 2-2 11, Burks 

1-6 1-2 3. Totals 37-81 9-14 100. 

CLEVELAND - James 9-15 10-10 29, 
Crowder 4-5 0-0 9, Love 7-14 1-2 15, Calde¬ 
ron 3-6 0-0 6, Smith 1-6 1-2 4, Osman 4- 
5 0-0 10, Green 3-4 2-2 11, Frye 1-2 0-0 2, 
Thompson 2-2 0-0 4, Korver 5-9 0-0 12, 
Wade 3-11 1-1 7. Totals 42-79 15-17 109. 
Utah 24 24 25 27-100 

Cleveland 23 28 29 29-109 

Three-PoIntGoals—Utahl7-34(0’Neale 
4-5, Mitchell 3-6, Hood 3-6, Ingles 3-7, Se¬ 
folosha 2-2, Rubio 2-4, Jerebko 0-1, Burks 
0-1, Johnson 0-2), Cleveland 10-22 (Green 
3-3, Osman 2-2, Korver 2-3, Crowder 1- 
1, Smith 1-2, James 1-4, Frye 0-1, Wade 
0-1, Calderon 0-2, Love 0-3). Fouled 
Out-None. Rebounds-Utah 38 (Udoh 7), 
Cleveland 41 (James 11). Assists—Utah 24 
(Ingles 9), Cleveland 30 (James 10). Total 
Fouls-Utah 14, Cleveland 15. 

Rockets 115, Bucks 111 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 8-17 4-4 23, 
Antetokounmpo 10-22 8-10 28, Henson 
1-3 3-4 5, Bledsoe 7-18 4-7 19, Liggins 0- 

I 0-0 0, Maker 0-1 3-3 3, S.Brown 3-4 0-0 
6, Vaughn 1-2 0-0 3, Payton II 1-2 2-2 4, 
Brogdon 7-12 3-3 20. Totals 38-82 27-33 
111 . 

HOUSTON - Tucker 2-5 5-5 10, Ariza 4- 

II 3-4 13, Anderson 0-4 0-0 0, Paul 7-13 8-8 
25, Harden 8-21 11-14 31, Black 2-3 0-2 4, 
Nene 7-9 2-3 16, Gordon 5-10 5-616. Totals 
35-76 34-42 115. 

Milwaukee 25 30 24 32-111 

Houston 28 27 29 31-115 

Three-Point Goals—Milwaukee 8-27 
(Brogdon 3-5, Middleton 3-9, Vaughn 1-2, 
Bledsoe 1-7, Payton II0-1, Antetokounmpo 
0-3), Houston 11-35 (Harden 4-10, Paul 3-8, 
Ariza 2-6, Tucker 1-2, Gordon 1-5, Ander¬ 
son 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Milwaukee 40 (Antetokounmpo 9), Hous¬ 
ton 38 (Tucker 10). Assists—Milwaukee 17 
(Antetokounmpo 5), Houston 16 (Paul 6). 
Total Fouls—Milwaukee 34, Houston 23. 
Technicals-Paul. A-18,055 (18,055). 


Spurs 98, Mavericks 96 

DALLAS - Barnes 3-11 3-4 10, Kleber 
9-10 0-0 21, Nowitzki 8-13 0-0 19, Ferrell 
7-14 1-1 17, Matthews 3-11 0-0 6, Powell 
3-3 2-2 8, Mej'rl 2-3 0-0 4, Harris 0-5 2-2 2, 
Barea 4-10 0-0 9, Cleveland 0-0 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 39-80 8-9 96. 

SAN ANTONIO - Gay 3-8 2-2 9, Al¬ 
dridge 9-18 4-4 22, Gasol 0-4 0-0 0, Mur¬ 
ray 6-11 2-2 14, Forbes 5-11 0-0 11, Hilliard 
0-2 0-0 0, Bertans 4-8 3-3 13, Lauvergne 

2-2 1-2 5, Mills 4-6 0-0 9, White 0-0 0-0 0, 
Ginobili 5-9 2-2 12, Paul 1-7 1-3 3. Totals 
39-86 15-18 98. 

Dallas 31 22 27 16-96 

San Antonio 18 25 28 27-98 

Three-Point Goals—Dallas 10-28 (Kle¬ 
ber 3-4, Nowitzki 3-6, Ferrell 2-4, Barnes 
1-3, Barea 1-5, Harris 0-2, Matthews 0-4), 
San Antonio 5-25 (Bertans 2-4, Mills 1-3, 
Gay 1-3, Forbes 1-6, Murray 0-1, Hilliard 
0-1, Ginobili 0-3, Paul 0-4). Fouled Out- 
None. Rebounds—Dallas 38 (Ferrell 11), 
San Antonio 41 (Aldridge 14). Assists— 
Dallas 23 (Barea, Ferrell 6), San Antonio 
14 (Murray 4). Total Fouls—Dallas 16, San 
Antonio 14. A-18,418 (18,418). 


Trail Blazers 93, Hornets 91 

PORTLAND - Turner 4-7 1-2 9, Aminu 
1-7 0-2 2, Nurkic 5-10 4-7 14, Lillard 7-19 

1- 2 18, McCollum 10-17 1-2 25, Davis 2-3 

2- 3 6, Vonleh 2-2 0-0 4, Collins 1-5 0-0 3, 
Napier 4-8 0-0 9, Connaughton 1-2 0-0 3. 
Totals 37-80 9-18 93. 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 3-8 3-8 
9, Williams 4-8 1-2 10, Howard 3-10 3-5 
9, Walker 7-26 0-0 14, Batum 9-17 0-0 23, 
O’Bryant III 2-3 0-0 5, Kaminsky 1-7 0-0 2, 
Carter-Williams 0-5 1-2 1, Graham 0-1 3-4 
3, Lamb 4-11 7-7 15. Totals 33-96 18-28 91. 
Portland 24 25 25 19-93 

Charlotte 20 17 30 24-91 

Three-Point Goals—Portland 10-24 
(McCollum 4-6, Lillard 3-9, Collins 1-1, 
Connaughton 1-2, Napier 1-3, Aminu 0- 
3), Charlotte 7-31 (Batum 5-9, O’Bryant 
III 1-2, Williams 1-4, Graham 0-1, Lamb 
0-1, Kaminsky 0-2, Carter-Williams 0- 
3, Walker 0-9). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Portland 47 (Collins 10), Char¬ 
lotte 52 (Howard 15). Assists—Portland 
19 (Lillard 11), Charlotte 18 (Walker 6). 
Total Fouls—Portland 21, Charlotte 21. 
A-16,687 (19,077). 


Celtics 102, Grizzlies 93 

BOSTON - Tatum 7-13 3-3 19, Horford 
7-12 0-1 15, Baynes 6-8 1-1 13, Irving 7-17 
2-2 20, Brown 3-9 1-1 9, Ojeleye 0-0 0-0 0, 
Nader 0-0 0-0 0, Yabusele 0-0 0-0 0, Theis 

2- 4 0-2 5, Smart 3-6 3-4 11, Larkin 0-3 0-0 0, 
Rozier 4-8 0-0 10. Totals 39-80 10-14 102. 

MEMPHIS - Brooks 5-12 0-0 14, Green 

3- 6 0-0 7, Gasol 11-19 4-5 30, Evans 7-16 
7-8 25, Harrison 1-4 0-0 2, Ennis III 0-2 0-0 
0, Martin 2-5 4-4 8, Hunter 0-0 0-0 0, Davis 
1-2 0-0 2, Simmons 0-3 0-0 0, Chalmers 1- 
8 0-0 3, McLemore 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 32-79 
15-17 93. 

Boston 31 17 23 31-102 

Memphis 12 28 33 20- 93 

Three-Point Goals—Boston 14-30 (Ir¬ 
ving 4-9, Tatum 2-2, Rozier 2-3, Smart 2-4, 
Brown 2-6, Horford 1-2, Theis 1-2, Larkin 
0-2), Memphis 14-34 (Brooks 4-5, Gasol 

4- 6, Evans 4-8, Green 1-3, Chalmers 1-6, 
Ennis III 0-1, Simmons 0-1, McLemore 0-1, 
Martin 0-1, Harrison 0-2). Fouled Out- 
None. Rebounds—Boston 42 (Tatum 9), 
Memphis 38 (Gasol 10). Assists—Boston 
21 (Horford, Irving 6), Memphis 18 (Ev¬ 
ans, Harrison 5). Total Fouls—Boston 19, 
Memphis 19. A-17,794 (18,119). 


Heat 90, Clippers 85 

L.A. CLIPPERS - W.Johnson 2-5 0-0 4, 
Wilson 3-7 0-0 9, Jordan 6-9 0-4 12, Teo- 
dosic 5-14 1-2 13, LWilliams 4-16 4-4 13, 
Dekker 0-4 0-0 0, Harrell 7-10 1-2 15, Reed 

1- 1 0-0 2, Evans 3-7 1-2 8, Thornwell 0-0 
0-0 0, C.Williams 4-7 0-0 9. Totals 35-80 
7-14 85. 

MIAMI - Richardson 10-16 2-2 28, 
J.Johnson 1-3 1-1 3, Olynyk 4-10 2-3 11, 
Dragic 4-11 1-3 10, Waiters 4-11 3-4 13, 
Mickey 3-6 3-3 9, Adebayo 2-7 3-4 7, El¬ 
lington 3-9 1-1 9, T.Johnson 0-9 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 31-82 16-21 90. 

L.A. Clippers 17 23 25 20-85 

Miami 24 22 23 21-90 

Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 8-28 
(Wilson 3-5, Teodosic 2-10, Evans 1-2, 
C.Williams 1-3, L.Williams 1-6, W.Johnson 
0-1, Dekker 0-1), Miami 12-35 (Richardson 
6-8, Waiters 2-6, Ellington 2-7, Dragic 1- 

3, Olynyk 1-4, Mickey 0-1, J.Johnson 0-2, 
T.Johnson 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—L.A. Clippers 46 (Jordan 20), Mi¬ 
ami 37 (Waiters, T.Johnson 6). Assists— 
L.A. Clippers 18 (L.Williams 7), Miami 22 
(Olynyk 4). Total Fouls—L.A. Clippers 22, 
Miami 15. Technicals—L.Williams, L.A. 
Clippers coach Doc Rivers. A—19,600 
(19,600). 

Knicks 111, Thunder 96 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 6-14 2-4 18, 
Anthony 5-18 0-0 12, Johnson 0-2 1-2 1, 
Westbrook 9-18 7-10 25, Roberson 3-7 0-0 
6, Huestis 0-1 0-0 0, Grant 4-7 1-2 9, Pat¬ 
terson 4-6 0-0 12, Collison 1-11-2 3, Felton 

4- 8 0-0 10, Abrines 0-2 0-0 0, Ferguson 0-1 
0-0 0. Totals 36-85 12-20 96. 

NEW YORK - Thomas 2-5 0-0 6, Beas¬ 
ley 11-18 6-7 30, Kanter 4-6 2-4 10, Jack 3-5 

5- 6 12, Lee 5-12 7-7 20, McDermott 5-9 0-0 
13, O’Quinn 4-7 1-2 9, Ntilikina 0-2 0-0 0, 
Baker 4-5 0-0 11. Totals 38-69 21-26 111. 

Oklahoma City 26 18 29 23- 96 

New York 23 27 30 31-111 

Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City 
12-27 (Patterson 4-6, George 4-7, Felton 

2- 3, Anthony 2-4, Ferguson 0-1, Grant 
0-1, Abrines 0-2, Westbrook 0-3), New 
York 14-23 (Baker 3-4, McDermott 3-5, 
Lee 3-6, Beasley 2-2, Thomas 2-3, Jack 
1-2, O’Quinn 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Oklahoma City 42 (George 9), 
New York 35 (Jack 8). Assists—Oklahoma 
City 18 (Westbrook 7), New York 21 Oack 
7). Total Fouls-Oklahoma City 22, New 
York 22. A-19,812 (19,812). 

Suns 108, Timberwolves 106 

PHOENIX - Warren 4-14 7-8 15, Chriss 
1-6 1-2 3, Chandler 0-0 4-4 4, Ulis 2-8 0-0 4, 
Jackson 4-9 5-7 13, House 2-3 3-3 8, Dud¬ 
ley 0-0 0-0 0, Bender 6-10 0-0 17, Len 6-9 
0-0 12, Canaan 3-5 8-8 15, Daniels 5-8 3-3 
17. Totals 33-72 31-35 108. 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 5-16 2-4 13, 
Gibson 8-14 2-2 18, Towns 7-17 10-12 28, 
Teague 8-14 0-1 17, Butler 5-18 0-0 10, 
Georges-Hunt 1-2 0-2 2, Dieng 1-4 0-0 2, 
Jones 3-3 2-2 10, Crawford 2-7 1-1 6. To¬ 
tals 40-95 17-24 106. 

Phoenix 22 20 35 31-108 

Minnesota 25 25 31 25-106 

Three-Point Goals—Phoenix 11-24 
(Bender 5-8, Daniels 4-6, House 1-1, Ca¬ 
naan 1-2, Ulls 0-1, Warren 0-1, Jackson 
0-2, Chriss 0-3), Minnesota 9-27 (Towns 
4-7, Jones 2-2, Teague 1-3, Crawford 1- 

4, Wiggins 1-6, Georges-Hunt 0-1, Dieng 
0-1, Butler 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Phoenix 52 (Len 19), Minnesota 
31 (Towns 11). Assists—Phoenix 22 (Ca¬ 
naan 7), Minnesota 21 (Teague 8). Total 
Fouls—Phoenix 21, Minnesota 19. Techni- 
cals-Teague, Butler. A-18,109 (19,356). 



Eric Christian Smith/AP 


Rockets guard James Harden, right, is defended by Bucks guard 
DeAndre Lignins on Saturday in Houston. Harden scored 31 points 
as the Rockets beat Milwaukee 115-111 for their 13th straight win. 



Tony Dejak/AP 

The Cavaliers’ LeBron James tallied the 60th triple-double of his 
career on Saturday in Cleveland in a 109-100 win over the Utah 
Jazz. It was James’ third triple-double in his last four games. 

Roundup 


James, Cavs beat 
short-handed Jazz 


Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — LeBron 
James had 29 points, 11 rebounds 
and 10 assists for his 60th career 
triple-double and the Cleveland 
Cavaliers beat the short-handed 
Utah Jazz 109-100 on Saturday 
night 

James had his fifth triple-dou¬ 
ble of the season and third in his 
last four games. He had 10 points 
in the fourth quarter, was 9-for- 
15 from the field and lO-for-10 at 
the foul line. 

Cleveland has won 17 of 18 
overall and 11 straight at Quicken 
Loans Arena. 

Center Rudy Gobert (sprained 
ligament and bone bruise in left 
knee) and forward Derrick Fa¬ 
vors (left eye laceration) were 
out for Utah. Both were injured 
during Friday night in a win in 
Boston. 

Rookie Donovan Mitchell led 
the Jazz with 26 points, making 
10 of 15 from the field. Utah made 
17 of 34 three-point attempts. 

Rockets 115, Bucks 111: 
James Harden scored 31 points, 
Chris Paul had 25 and Houston 
beat visiting Milwaukee for its 
13th straight victory. 

The winning streak is the Rock¬ 
ets’ longest streak since a fran¬ 
chise-best 22 straight in 2007-08. 

Knicks 111, Thunder 96: 
Carmelo Anthony got the cheers 
from the Madison Square Garden 
crowd, but New York got the win, 
shutting out its former All-Star in 


the second half and beating Okla¬ 
homa City for its fourth straight 
victory. 

Michael Beasley tied his sea¬ 
son high with 30 points in place 
of injured Kristaps Porzingis, 
and Doug McDermott, one of the 
players acquired for Anthony, 
added 11 of his 13 after halftime 
to help the Knicks break open the 
game. Anthony scored all 12 of 
his points in the first half 

Celtics 102, Grizzlies 93: 
Kyrie Irving scored 20 points, 
Jayson Tatum had 19 points anci 
nine rebounds and visiting Boston 
pulled away in the fourth quarter 
to beat Memphis. 

Spurs 98, Mavericks 96: La- 
Marcus Aldridge had 22 points 
and 14 rebounds and host San An¬ 
tonio scored the final 13 points of 
the game, rallying to beat Dallas. 

Suns 108, Timberwolves 
106: Isaiah Canaan hit three free 
throws with 6 seconds to play in 
his first game with Phoenix and 
the visiting Suns rallied to beat 
Minnesota. 

Trail Blazers 93, Hornets 91: 

CJ McCollum had 25 points, 
Damian Lillard flirted with a 
triple-double and Portland beat 
Charlotte for its third straight 
road victory. 

Heat 90, Clippers 85: Josh 
Richardson scored a career-high 
28 points to help host Miami beat 
Los Angeles. 

Heat coach Erik Spoelstra be¬ 
came the franchise’s victory lead¬ 
er with 455, passing Pat Riley. 
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Nick Wass/AP 


Capitals center Nicklas Backstrom shoots the puck against the 
Anaheim Ducks during the second period of a game in Washington 
on Saturday. The Capitals won 3-2 in overtime. 

Roundup 


Capitals rally past 
Ducks in overtime 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Follow¬ 
ing a game that probably should 
have left Barry Trotz frazzled, 
the Washington Capitals’ coach 
walked into the interview room 
and smiled. 

“Well, that was fun,” Trotz said 
Saturday night after Washington 
rallied from a two-goal deficit 
in the third period and beat the 
Anaheim Ducks 3-2 in overtime. 

Alex Ovechkin scored on a slap 
shot at 1:58 of the extra session 
to give the Capitals their sixth 
straight win at home. 

“I was tired, obviously,” Ovech¬ 
kin said. “But I’ll take it.” 

Although Washington took only 
15 shots over the first two periods 
and trailed 2-0, Trotz never lost 
faith. 

“I had a really good feeling in 
the dressing room,” Trotz said. 
“I said, ‘Stay to the process. If 
we get one, we’re going to get the 
other one.’” 

That is precisely how it went 
down. 

Nicklas Backstrom knocked in 
the rebound of a shot by Ovech¬ 
kin at 3:05 of the third period, 
and Evgeny Kuznetsov tied it just 
over four minutes later, beating 
Anaheim goaltender John Gibson 
on the stick side with a shot from 
the left circle. 

“We showed our character. Ev¬ 
erybody in this room believes we 
can come back,” said Ovechkin, 
who capped the rally with his 
23rd goal, a slap shot from the top 
of the right circle. 

Braden Holtby had 28 saves for 
the Capitals, who have won 10 of 
12. 

Oilers 3, Wild 2: Milan Lucic 


had a goal and assist and Edmon¬ 
ton held off host Minnesota on 
Saturday. 

Rangers 3, Bruins 2 (OT): 

Mats Zuccarello scored a power- 
play goal 1:56 into overtime to 
lift visiting New York to a victory 
over Boston. 

Hurricanes 2, Blue Jackets 1: 

Noah Hanifin scored the tiebreak¬ 
ing goal in the second period, Scott 
Darling stopped 35 shots and host 
Carolina beat Columbus. 

Flyers 2, Stars 1 (OT): Shayne 
Gostisbehere scored two goals, 
including the game-winner 
3:50 into overtime to lead host 
Philadelphia to its sixth straight 
victory. 

Islanders 4, Kings 3 (OT): 

Jordan Eberle scored 1:54 into 
overtime to lift host New York to 
a victory over Los Angeles. 

Blues 2 , Jets 0: Carter Hutton 
made a career-high 48 saves to 
earn his ninth career shutout as 
St. Louis beat visiting Winnipeg. 

Penguins 4, Coyotes 2: Olli 
Maatta scored with 14 seconds 
left and Pittsburgh ended a three- 
game losing streak with a victory 
over host Arizona. 

Senators 3, Canadians 0: 
Craig Anderson stopped 28 shots 
for his 40th career shutout, lead¬ 
ing host Ottawa to a victory over 
Montreal in the NHL 100 Classic 
outdoor game. 

Lightning 6, Avalanche 5: 

Anton Stralman scored twice to 
help visiting Tampa Bay over¬ 
came a hat trick by Colorado’s 
Gabriel Landeskog for the team’s 
seventh straight win. 

Predators 2, Flames 0: Pekka 
Rinne stopped 32 shots for his 
46th career shutout and Nashville 
beat host Calgary. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts 

32 24 6 2 50 

34 20 13 1 41 

30 15 10 5 35 

33 14 15 4 32 

32 12 13 

31 11 13 

32 12 15 

33 


5 29 

7 23 


Tampa Bay 
Toronto 
Boston 
Montreal 
Detroit 
Ottawa 
Florida 

Buffalo _____ . _ 

Metropoiitan Division 

Washington 34 21 12 1 4 

New Jersey 32 18 9 5 4 

Columbus 33 20 12 

N.Y. Islanders 33 18 12 

N.Y. Rangers 33 18 12 

Pittsburgh 34 17 14 

Philadelphia 32 14 11 

Carolina 32 14 11 


Western Conference 


GF GA 

123 80 
109 97 

86 85 

87 103 
86 103 
85 103 
93 no 
72 111 


41 


Nashville 

St. Louis 

Winnipeg 

Dallas 

Minnesota 

Chicago 

Colorado 


32 21 
34 22 

33 18 

34 18 14 

32 17 12 

32 16 11 


46 107 84 
41 108 94 
38 99 99 
37 93 91 
37 98 85 
32 101 107 


33 15 


4 103 81 
42 107 95 
38 85 75 
36 88 95 
35 91 101 
34 87 100 
30 96 107 
19 78 122 


32 15 15 _ 

Pacific Division 

Los Angeles 34 20 10 

Vegas 31 20 9 

San Jose 31 17 10 

Anaheim 33 14 11 

Calgary 33 16 14 

Vancouver 
Edmonton 

Arizona __ __ _ __ 

Note: Two points for a win, o.._ ,_ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams ii. 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Friday’s games 
New Jersey 5, Dallas 2 
Carolina 5, Buffalo 4, OT 
N.Y. Rangers 4, Los Angeles 2 
Detroit 3, Toronto 1 
Vancouver 4, San Jose 3, OT 
Saturday’s games 
Edmonton 3, Minnesota 2 
N.Y. Rangers 3, Boston 2, OT 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Los Angeles 3, OT 
St. Louis 2, Winnipeg 0 
Ottawa 3, Montreal 0 
Carolina 2, Columbus 1 
Philadelphia 2, Dallas 1, OT 
Washington 3, Anaheim 2, OT 
Pittsburgh 4, Arizona 2 
Tampa Bay 6, Colorado 5 
Nashville 2, Calgary 0 

Sunday’s games 
St. Louis at Winnipeg 
Minnesota at Chicago 
Calgary at Vancouver 
Florida at Vegas 

Monday’s games 
Anaheim at New Jersey 
Columbus at Boston 
Los Angeles at Philadelphia 
San Jose at Edmonton 
Pittsburgh at Colorado 

Tuesday’s games 
Carolina at Toronto 
Minnesota at Ottawa 
Detroit at N.Y. Islanders 
Anaheim at N.Y. Rangers 
Boston at Buffalo 
Winnipeg at Nashville 
Washington at Dallas 
Florida at Arizona 
Tampa Bay at Vegas 
Montreal at Vancouver 

Friday 

Predators 2 , Flames 0 

Nashville 0 2 0-2 

Calgary 0 0 0—0 

Second Period—1, Nashville, Johansen 
4 (Arvidsson), 11:17. 2, Nashville, Fiala 8 
(Turris, Subban), 19:22. 

Shots on Goal—Nashville 6-16-6—28. 
Calgary 12-9-11-32. 

Power-play opportunities—Nashville 
0 of 3; Calgary 0 of 5. 

Goalies—Nashville, Rinne 17-4-3 (32 
shots-32 saves). Calgary, M.Smith 13-10- 
3 (28-26). 

A-18,618 (19,289). T-2:28. 

Blues 2 , Jets 0 


(Steen, Parayko), 9:16 (pp). 

Third Period—2, St. Louis, Dunn 3 
(Tarasenko, Schenn), 17:34 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Winnipeg 15-21-12- 
48. St. Louis 12-6-12-30. 

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 
Oof 4; St. Louis 2 of 5. 

Goalies—Winnipeg, Mason 2-4-1 (30 
shots-28 saves). St. Louis, Hutton 5-2-0 
(48-48). 

A-17,964 (19,150). T-2:31. 

Senators 3, Canadiens 0 

Montreal 0 0 0-0 

Ottawa 0 1 2-3 

Second Period—1, Ottawa, Pageau 4 
(Karlsson, Pyatt), 14:55. 

Third Period-2, Ottawa, Ryan 3,17:02. 
3, Ottawa, Thompson 4 (Stone), 19:49. 

Shots on Goal—Montreal 8-8-12—28. 
Ottawa 14-15-9-38. 

Power-play opportunities—Montreal 
0 of 1; Ottawa 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Montreal, Price 9-10-2 (37 
shots-35 saves). Ottawa, Anderson 9-10- 
3 (28-28). 

A-33,959 (24,000). T-2:45. 


Islanders 4 , Kings 3 

Los Angeles 2 0 1 0—3 

N.Y. Islanders 10 2 1-4 

First Period—1, Los Angeles, Fanten- 
berg 2 (Toffoli, Pearson), 12:56. 2, Los 
Angeles, Toffoli 15 (Kuemper, Doughty), 
17:11 (pp). 3, N.Y. Isianders, Bailey 9 (de 
Haan, Tavares), 19:10. 

Third Period—4, N.Y. Islanders, Tava¬ 
res 19 (Bailey, Lee), 4:15 (pp). 5, N.Y. Is¬ 
landers, Lee 20 (Tavares, Pulock), 16:44. 
6, Los Angeles, Kopitar 17 (Martinez, 
Brown), 19:47. 

Overtime—7, N.Y. Isianders, Eberie 13 
(Barzai), 1:54. 

Shots on Goal—Los Angeies 10-8-10- 
1-29. N.Y. Isianders 14-10-8-1-33. 

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange¬ 
ies 1 of 3; N.Y. Isianders 1 of 5. 

Goalies—Los Angeies, Kuemper 5-0-3 
(33 shots-29 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Gre- 
iSS 9-4-2 (29-26). 

A-13,087 (15,795). T-2:40. 

Flyers 2 , Stars 1 (OT) 

Dallas 1 0 0 0-1 

Philadelphia 0 10 1-2 

First Period-1, Dallas, Smith 3 (Eiie, 

Hanzai), 7:13. 

Second Period—2, Phiiadelphia, Gos¬ 
tisbehere 5 (Giroux, Voracek), 9:10 (pp). 

Overtime—3, Philadelphia, Gostisbe¬ 
here 6 (Voracek), 3:50 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Daiias 11-6-7-4—28. 
Phiiadeiphia 9-10-7-4-30. 

Power-play opportunities—Daiias 0 of 
1; Phiiadeiphia 2 of 6. 

Goalies—Daiias, Bishop 13-9-1 (30 
shots-28 saves). Phiiadeiphia, Eliiott 12- 
6-6 (28-27). 

A-19,477 (19,543). T-2:32. 


Penguins 4 , Coyotes 2 

Pittsburgh 0 2 2-4 

Arizona 0 1 1—2 

Second Period—1, Pittsburgh, Rowney 
2 (Rust), 14:38 (sh). 2, Pittsburgh, Mal¬ 
kin 10 (Sheary, Kessei), 18:58. 3, Arizo¬ 
na, Cousins 4 (Richardson, Martinook), 
19:51. 

Third Period—4, Arizona, Domi 3 
(Keiier), 9:43. 5, Pittsburgh, Maatta 3 
(Maikin, Hornqvist), 19:45. 6, Pittsburgh, 
Crosby 14, 19:54. 

Shots on Goal—Pittsburgh 9-17-7—33. 
Arizona 5-6-6—17. 

Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh 
0 of 4; Arizona 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Pittsburgh, Murray 12-8-1 
(17 shots-15 saves). Arizona, Raanta 4- 
8-2 (32-29). 

A-13,051 (17,125). T-2:26. 


Oilers 3, Wild 2 

Edmonton 0 2 1—3 

Minnesota 0 1 1—2 

Second Period—1, Edmonton, Nugent- 
Hopkins 13 (Kassian), 9:15 (sh). 2, Min¬ 
nesota, Dumba 4 (Graniund), 13:18. 3, 
Edmonton, Lucic 8 (Draisaiti, McDavid), 
16:37. 

Third Period—4, Edmonton, Puij’ujarvi 
6 (Lucic), 8:32. 5, Minnesota, Dumba 5 
(Stewart, Staal), 15:00. 

Shots on Goal-Edmonton 13-10-6-29. 
Minnesota 10-12-9-31. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
0 of 6; Minnesota 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Talbot 11-10-1 (31 
shots-29 saves). Minnesota, Stalock 5-4- 
1 (29-26). 

A-19,034 (18,064). T-2:29. 


Lightning 6, Avaianche 5 

Tampa Bay 0 4 2—6 

Colorado 0 1 4—5 

Second Period—1, Tampa Bay, Kuch- 
erov 23 (Hedman, Gourde), 9:11.2, Tampa 
Bay, Stralman 3 (T.Johnson, Sergachev), 
9:30. 3, Tampa Bay, Hedman 3 (Kucherov, 
Dotchin), 11:22. 4, Tampa Bay, Gourde 10 
(Killorn, Conacher), 13:21. 5, Colorado, 
Landeskog 11 (Zadorov, Yakupov), 14:16. 

Third Period—6 , Tampa Bay, Stralman 
4 (Point, Gourde), 2:29. 7, Coiorado, Lan¬ 
deskog 12 (Barrie, MacKinnon), 4:58. 8, 
Colorado, Landeskog 13 (Rantanen, Bar¬ 
rie), 7:17 (pp). 9, Colorado, MacKinnon 14 
(Barrie, Landeskog), 9:22 (pp). 10, Tampa 
Bay, Sergachev 8 (Paiat, Straiman), 11:32. 
11, Colorado, MacKinnon 15 (Landeskog, 
Zadorov), 14:14. 

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 15-10-6— 
31. Colorado 11-7-19-37. 

Power-play opportunities—Tampa 

Bay 0 of 1; Colorado 2 of 6. 

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Budaj" 3-2-1 (37 
shots-32 saves). Colorado, Bernier 5-7-1 
(31-25). 

A-16,956 (18,007). T-2:39. 

Hurricanes 2 , Biue Jackets 1 

Columbus 1 0 0—1 

Carolina 1 1 0—2 

First Period—1, Caroiina, Staai 9 (Wil- 
iiams, McGinn), 3:40. 2, Coiumbus, Wen- 
nberg 3 (Bjorkstrand, Atkinson), 12:01. 

Second Period—3, Caroiina, Hanifin 6 
(Ryan, Skinner), 12:58. 

Shots on Goal—Coiumbus 16-12-8—36. 
Carolina 8-10-6-24. 

Power-play opportunities—Columbus 
Oof 4; Carolina Oof 2. 

Goalies—Coiumbus, Bobrovsky 17-9-1 
(24 shots-22 saves). Carolina, Darling 8- 
9-6 (36-35). 

A-11,357 (18,680). T-2:24. 


Capitals 3, Ducks 2 (OT) 

Anaheim 1 1 0 0-2 

Washington 0 0 2 1—3 

First Period—1, Anaheim, Grant 7 
(Manson, Shaw), 16:01. 

Second Period—2, Anaheim, Siifver- 
berg 8 (Fowler, Getzlaf), 7:36 (pp). 

Third Period—3, Washington, Back¬ 
strom 7 (Ovechkin, Wilson), 3:05. 4, 
Washington, Kuznetsov 11 (Vrana), 
7:27. 


Overtime—5, Washington, Ovechkin 
23 (Carison), 1:58. 

Shots on Goal—Anaheim 7-13-8-2—30. 
Washington 7-8-11-1—27. 

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 1 
of 1; Washington 0 of 0. 

Goalies—Anaheim, Gibson 10-10-4 (27 
shots-24 saves). Washington, Holtby 19- 
7-0 (30-28). 

A-18,506 (18,277). T-2:25. 


Rangers 3, Bruins 2 (OT) 

N.Y. Rangers 110 1-3 

Boston 011 0-2 

First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Grabner 
16 (Hayes, Skjei), 14:42. 

Second Period—2, N.Y. Rangers, 
J.Miller 6 (McDonagh, Skjei), 2:41 (pp). 3, 
Boston, Heinen 7 (Chara, Krejci), 17:12. 

Third Period—4, Boston, Marchand 13 
(Spooner, Pastrnak), 5:38 (pp). 

Overtime—5, N.Y. Rangers, Zuccarelio 
8 (Kreider, Shattenkirk), 1:56 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 8-10-8- 
2-28. Boston 7-11-16-1-35. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 2 of 5: Boston 1 of 7. 

Goalies—N.Y Rangers, Lundqvist 16-8- 
2 (35 shots-33 saves). Boston, Rask 8-8-3 
(28-25). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:40. 



Derik Hamilton/AP 


The Dallas Stars’ Tyler Seguin, left, dives to clear the puck past the 
Flyers’ Ivan Provorov (9) during the third period of Saturday’s game 
in Philadelphia. The Flyers won 2-1 in overtime. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Young leads Oil's upset of No. 3 Shockers 



Travis Keying, The Wichita Eagle/AP 


Oklahoma guard Trae Young, left, looks for a pass while Wichita State guard Landry 
Shamet defends during the second haif Saturday in Wichita, Kan. 


By Jeffrey Parson 
Associated Press 

WICHITA, Kan. — No one had to con¬ 
vince Oklahoma’s players that Saturday’s 
game at No. 3 Wichita State presented a 
measuring stick of sorts. 

Sooners star guard Trae Young believes 
the 91-83 victory “will open a lot of eyes 
in the college basketball world,” and fellow 
freshman Brady Manek agreed. 

“That’s probably the biggest crowd I’ve 
ever played in front of,” Manek said. “We 
just showed that we can play on a big stage 
against a great team.” 

Young, the nation’s leading scorer, led 
the way. He finished with 29 points and 10 
assists, but it was his 16 points on 6-for-9 
shooting in the game’s first 9 minutes that 
set the tone for the Sooners (8-1). 

Young has scored at least 28 points in 
seven straight games. 

Manek scored 16 of his 21 points in the 
first half for Oklahoma. Christian James 
and Kamron McGusty each had 13 points 
for the Sooners. 

Darral Willis came off the bench to lead 
the Shockers (8-2) with 20 points and 12 
rebounds. Landry Shamet had 17 points, 
Conner Frankamp scored 14 and Shaquille 
Morris added 10 for Wichita. 

“We let them get comfortable in the first 
half,” Wichita State coach Gregg Marshall 
said, “and you can’t do that against a team 
that talented and that well-coached.” 

Behind Young and Manek, Oklahoma 

Top 25 roundup 


stormed to a 54-39 halftime lead. The 
Shockers entered Saturday allowing 68.2 
points a game. The Sooners were 20-for- 
40 from the field and lO-for-23 from the 
three-point line in the half. 

“That’s probably our best half because 
Wichita State is really good,” Sooners 
coach Lon Kruger said. 


Wichita State trailed 80-63 with 7:15 
remaining but held Oklahoma scoreless 
for nearly 6 minutes. The Shockers closed 
within 84-78 but got no closer. 

Marshall marveled at Young. 

“I haven’t coached against a freshman 
that plays the game at that level,” Marshall 
said. “Hedging, switching; we tried every¬ 


thing against him. Trae Young is not going 
to get rattled. He is too good.” 

Rebounding: Wichita State entered the 
game leading the nation with a rebounding 
margin of 14.6 per game. The Sooners and 
Shockers each finished with 43 rebounds. 

“Rebounding was a five-man effort,” 
Kruger said. “Our guys knew how great 
they are at it. We talked about it all week.” 

Downtown downturn: Wichita State 
played its eighth game at Intrust Bank 
Arena, which will host NCAA Men’s Bas¬ 
ketball Tournament games in March. 

The Shockers won their first six games 
in the arena but have now lost two straight, 
including a 93-76 loss to Oklahoma State 
last season. 

Manek Momentum: Manek, a 6-foot-9 
freshman from Harrah, Okla., had only 
attempted more than nine shots in one 
game this season. He had 10 by halftime 
Saturday, and that was a great thing for the 
Sooners. 

Manek was 6-for-lO from the field and 4- 
for-8 from the three-point line in the first 
half His 16 points were more than any two 
Shockers combined. 

“Brady had a really good rhythm, so we 
just kept going to that play,” Young said. 

Big picture: Oklahoma: The Sooners will 
vault into the rankings, and Young should 
become even more of a household name. 

Wichita State: The Shockers missed 
their final opportunity for a marquee non¬ 
conference victory, one that might hurt 
them for NCAA Tournament seedings. 


No. 2 Michigan State survives scare from Oakland 


Associated Press 

DETROIT — Cassius Winston 
scored 19 points, and No. 2 Michi¬ 
gan State went on a 12-2 run late 
in the second half to hold off Oak¬ 
land 86-73 on Saturday. 

Kendrick Nunn scored 32 points 
for the upset-minded Golden Griz¬ 
zlies, who stayed right with the 
talented Spartans (10-1) until the 
final minutes. Michigan State im¬ 
proved to 16-0 against Oakland, 
but only after the type of test the 
Spartans can expect again from 
underdogs down the road. 

Nick Ward had 15 points and 
15 rebounds for Michigan State, 
which finished with a 45-30 edge 
on the boards and made enough 
outside shots to keep Oakland (6- 
5) at bay. It was tied at 66 before 
the decisive run by the Spartans, 
which included two three-point¬ 
ers by Winston. 

No. 6 Miami 59, George Wash¬ 
ington 50: Dewan Huell scored 
15 points and Lonnie Walker IV 
had 13, helping unbeaten Miami 
to the road win. 

The Hurricanes (9-0) ripped off 
13 of the game’s first 15 points on 
their way to a 21-point lead. The 
scrappy Colonials pulled within 
seven with 13:53 remaining, but 
the rally fizzled down the stretch. 

No. 8 Kentucky 93, Virginia 
Tech 86: Kevin Knox scored 21 
points, and host Kentucky out¬ 
lasted Virginia Tech for its most 
significant victory this season. 

Kentucky (9-1) made a sea¬ 
son-high 11 three-pointers in its 
seventh straight win. Hamidou 


Diallo had 20 points for the Wild¬ 
cats, and Quade Green added 17 
points while wearing shaded pro¬ 
tective glasses after injuring his 
eye last week against Monmouth. 

No. 10 Xavier 68, East Tennes¬ 
see State 66: Trevon Bluiett’s 
jumper with 6.3 seconds left com¬ 
pleted host Xavier’s rally from a 
22-point second-half deficit. 

The Musketeers (10-1) over¬ 
came their worst shooting per¬ 
formance of the season, making 
clutch shots at the end to pull it 
out. 

No. 12 Gonzaga 89, North 
Dakota 83 (OT): Josh Perkins 
scored 20 points and Zach Norvell 
Jr. added 19 as host Gonzaga won 
in overtime. 

Johnathan Williams added 14 
points for Gonzaga (9-2). 

Geno Crandall scored 28 for 
North Dakota (4-7), which is 
struggling this season after quali¬ 
fying for the NCAA Tournament 
last season. 

The game was tied 69-69 at the 
end of regulation. 

No. 13 Kansas 73, Nebraska 

72: Svi Mykhailiuk hit a three- 
pointer from the corner with 23.2 
seconds left, and visiting Kansas 
held on to break out of a mini 
slump. 

Anton Gill missed a three- 
pointer and James Palmer Jr. had 
his shot blocked by Udoka Azu- 
buike on the Comhuskers’ last 
possession, and Kansas was able 
to come up with the loose rebound 
and run out the clock to beat its 
former rival from the Big 12. 


Rutgers 71, No. 15 Seton 
Hall 65: Corey Sanders scored 
eight of his season-high 22 points 
during host Rutgers’ game-end¬ 
ing 17-2 run, leading the Scarlet 
Knights to their biggest victory 
since Steve Pikiell became coach 
last year. 

Freshman Geo Baker added 
17 and Deshawn Freeman had 
12 points and 16 rebounds as 
the Scarlet Knights (10-3) beat 
a ranked team for the first time 
since defeating No. 4 Wisconsin 
in January 2015. 

No. 16 Virginia 80, David¬ 
son 60: Nigel Johnson scored 
22 points and Devon Hall had a 
career-high 20, helping host Vir¬ 
ginia to the victory. 

Kyle Guy added 19 points for 
the Cavaliers (9-1), who were 
playing for the first time since 
losing 68-61 to No. 11 West Vir¬ 
ginia on Dec. 5. 

No. 17 Purdue 82, Butler 67: 

Carsen Edwards scored 18 points, 
Vincent Edwards and Isaac Haas 
had 15 apiece, and Purdue got its 
second win in the seven-year his¬ 
tory of the Crossroads Classic in 
Indianapolis. 

The Boilermakers (11-2) never 
trailed on the way to their first 
win in the series in nearly two 
decades. Purdue had lost five in 
a row to Butler since its previous 
victory over the Bulldogs on Dec. 
19,1998. 

Indiana 80, No. 18 Notre 
Dame 77 (OT): Juwan Morgan 
scored 19 of his career-high 34 
points in the last 8 V 2 minutes, 


helping Indiana erase an eight- 
point deficit and beat Notre Dame 
in overtime. 

Indiana coach Archie Miller 
got his biggest win of his first 
season with the Hoosiers (6-5) in 
his first appearance at the Cross¬ 
roads Classic, an annual double- 
header between the state’s four 
highest profile teams. 

Morgan scored all of Indiana’s 
points in an 8-0 run to close regu¬ 
lation and the first four in OT. 

Oklahoma State 71, No. 19 
Florida State: Mitchell Solomon 
scored on a tip-in with 6 seconds 
left and then took a game-clinch¬ 
ing charge at the other end of the 
court, and visiting Oklahoma 
State knocked Florida State from 
the unbeaten ranks. 

Florida State went ahead on 
Terance Mann’s follow with 10 
seconds to go, but Oklahoma State 
needed only four seconds to go the 
length of the court to score for the 
14th and final lead change. 

Clemson 71, No. 22 Florida 
69: Marcquise Reed threw a 75- 
foot pass to Elijah Thomas for a 
dunk that put Clemson ahead to 
stay with 37 seconds left in the 
Orange Bowl Classic. 

With Clemson trailing 68-67, 
Reed rebounded a missed three- 
point attempt by KeVaughn Allen 
and threw a football-style pass 
from one free-throw lane to the 
other, hitting Thomas on the run 
for an easy score. 

No. 23 Arizona 89, New Mex¬ 
ico 73: In his second game back 
from a broken foot, Rawle Alkins 
scored a career-best 26 points to 



Duane Burleson/AP 


Michigan State forward Jaren 
Jackson Jr. reaches over Oakland 
forward Jalen Hayes while 
battling for a rebound Saturday. 


lead visiting Arizona. 

The Wildcats (8-3) hit a season- 
best 9 of 13 three-point attempts 
with Alkins making all three of 
his attempts. 

No. 24 Texas Tech 73, Rice 

53: Keenan Evans scored 13 
points, Zhaire Smith added 12 
and Texas Tech won in the Red 
Raiders’ first game since 1999 
at Lubbock Municipal Coliseum, 
their old home court. 

No. 25 Cincinnati 77, UCLA 
63: Kyle Washington scored 19 
points and Jacob Evans III had 
16, powering Cincinnati to the 
road win. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Boise State tops 
Oregon in Vegas 





Joe Jaszewski, Idaho Statesman/AP 

Boise State wide receiver Cedrick Wilson (1) brings in a catch late in the fourth quarter to set up a 
touchdown against Oregon in the Las Vegas Bowl on Saturday. 


By Dan Greenspan 
Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Bryan Harsin 
didn’t have to say anything. 

Boise State had committed two 
turnovers that were returned for 
touchdowns in the final minute of 
the first half, turning a 24-0 rout 
in the making into a competitive 
24-14 contest and allowing Or¬ 
egon back into the game. 

Without any special speech 
from their head coach, the Bron¬ 
cos regrouped and responded. 

Cedrick Wilson caught 10 pass¬ 
es for 221 yards and a touchdown, 
Kekaula Kaniho returned an in¬ 
terception 53 yards for a score 
and No. 25 Boise State beat Or¬ 
egon 38-28 in the Las Vegas Bowl 
on Saturday. 

“New slate. It’s a whole different 
half As far as we were concerned, 
it was 0-0,” Broncos linebacker 
Leighton Vander Esch said. 

Brett Rypien threw for 362 
yards and two touchdown passes 
— with two interceptions — to 
help the Broncos (11-3) break a 
three-game losing streak against 
Power 5 opposition. Ryan Wolpin 
rushed for two touchdowns. 

Troy Dye and Tyree Robinson 
each scored a defensive touch¬ 


down, and Justin Herbert was 
26-for- 36 passing for 233 yards 
with two touchdowns and two in¬ 
terceptions for the Ducks (7-6) in 
new head coach Mario Cristobal’s 
debut. 

Boise State forced four turn¬ 
overs in the first half, taking a 
14-0 lead in the first quarter on 
Wolpin’s 1-yard touchdown run 
and Rypien’s 26-yard scoring pass 
to Wilson. Haden Hoggarth added 
a 39-yard field goal before an off- 
balance Herbert heaved a pass 
toward the sideline that was easily 
picked off and run back by Kani¬ 
ho, who also had a strip-sack. 

Oregon clawed back after Dye 
recovered a fumble on a botched 
Statue of Liberty handoff and re¬ 
turned it 86 yards for a touchdown 
with 37 seconds remaining. 

A 65-yard reception by Wilson 
to set the Boise State single-sea- 
son record for yards receiving 
got the Broncos right back in the 
red zone, but Robinson picked off 
Rypien’s pass in the end zone and 
took it back 100 yards on the lon¬ 
gest interception return in school 
history with 7 seconds remaining 
to make it 24-14. 

If not for those defensive scores, 
the full extent of Boise State’s 
dominance would have been evi¬ 


dent. The Broncos outgained the 
Ducks 294-77 in the first half and 
reached Ducks’ territory on 10 
of 15 meaningful possessions in 
the game. They held Oregon to 
47 yards rushing and 1.7 yards 
per carry, recording nine tackles 
for loss with four sacks while out¬ 
classing their Pac-12 foe on both 
sides of the line of scrimmage. 

“They are a great team, and 
we came out and we played some 
awesome football,” said Vander 
Esch, who had 12 tackles, includ¬ 


ing three tackles for loss with one 
sack. “We didn’t take any days 
off from the moment we won that 
Mountain West championship. 
We knew as soon as we won that 
we still had part of our goal left to 
go finish.” 

After Alec Dhaenens caught 
a 13-yard touchdown pass from 
Rypien in the third quarter, the 
Ducks pulled back within 31-21 
on a 24-yard scoring throw from 
Herbert to Brendan Schooler 
with 10:07 remaining. 


Oregon had a chance to cut it to 
a one-possession game but Her¬ 
bert was sacked near midfield, 
and Boise State drove 86 yards in 
11 plays capped by Wolpin’s sec¬ 
ond 1-yard touchdown run. 

“I think a lot of teams would 
fold their tent when they’re down 
24-0 or things don’t go their 
way,” Cristobal said. “You look 
at the way they just kept fighting, 
scratching and clawing to make 
this thing a competitive game, to 
me, that’s the positive.” 


Bowl roundup 

Aggies stay undefeated 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA — North Carolina A&T won 
its fourth Historically Black College and 
University national title Saturday and did 
it while going unbeaten for the first time. 

Lamar Raynard scored on a 1-yard 
sneak with 38 seconds left and the Aggies 
won their second Celebration Bowl in three 
years, defeating Grambling State 21-14. 

“It’s a great feeling to make history,” the 
junior quarterback said. 

N.C. A&T (12-0) claimed titles in 1990 
and 1999 in addition to 2015, when the Ag¬ 
gies defeated Alcorn State 41-34 in the first 
Celebration Bowl. 

“It’s an awesome feeling to be 12-0 right 
now,” N.C. A&T coach Rod Broadway said. 
“I’m just extremely proud of our players 
and I’m happy for our school.” 

Raynard, one of four finalists for the 
Black College Hall of Fame player of the 
year, completed 23 of 43 passes for 225 
yards and a touchdown and had 17 yards 
on eight carries. 

Raynard drove the Aggies 56 yards in 
seven plays for the winning touchdown, 
shaking off nearly throwing his third in¬ 
terception. Grambling (11-2) challenged 
the call, but the pass was confirmed an in¬ 
complete by video review. 

Grambling was trying for a second 
straight HBCU national title as the Tigers 
edged North Carolina Central 10-9 last 
year. 

New Orleans Bowl 

Troy 50, North Texas 30: Brandon Sil¬ 
vers passed for four touchdowns and ran 


for another, Troy produced five turnovers 
and the Trojans beat North Texas. 

Josh Anderson, filling in for injured 
starter Jordan Chunn, rushed for 113 
yards and two touchdowns, and Silvers 
also scored on a short run to help Troy (11- 
2) win for the 21st time in two seasons. 

Cure Bowl 

Georgia State 27, Western Kentucky 

17: At Orlando, Fla., Conner Manning 
threw for 276 yards and a touchdown to 
lead Georgia State to a winning record 
with the first bowl victory in the school’s 
eight-year football history. 

Manning threw a 42-yard touchdown 
pass pass to Roger Carter, Demarcus Kirk 
scored on a 26-yard run, and Kyler Neal 
finished a 16-play drive consuming nine 
minutes of the fourth quarter with a 1-yard 
scoring run that put Georgia State (7-5) up 
27-10. 

New Mexico Bowl 

Marshall 31, Colorado State 28: Keion 
Davis rushed for 141 yards, including a 68- 
yard touchdown run, and Marshall had 
two other big scoring plays. 

Chase Litton threw for 262 yards and 
two touchdowns, helping the Thundering 
Herd (8-5) hold off the Rams (7-6). Tyre 
Brady had 165 yards receiving and gave 
the Thundering Herd the lead in the sec¬ 
ond quarter with a 76-yard touchdown 
reception. Tyler King added a 90-yard 
rushing touchdown. 

The Thundering Herd are 11-2 in bowl 
games — 5-0 under current head coach 
Doc Holliday. 



Andrew Krech, News & Record/AP 


North Carolina A&Fs Marquell Cartwright 
runs through Grambling State defenders 
during Saturday’s Celebration Bowl. 

Camellia Bowl 

Middle Tennessee 35, Arkansas State 

30: At Montgomery, Ala., Brent Stockstill 
passed for 232 yards and two touchdowns 
and Middle Tennessee came up with some 
key stops to hold off Arkansas State. 

The Blue Raiders (7-6) ran out most of 
the final five minutes with a series of short 
passes from Stockstill after losing much of 
an 18-point lead over the Red Wolves (7-5). 

Punter Matt Bonadies pinned Arkansas 
State’s prolific offense 91 yards from the 
end zone with 1:27 left and no time outs. 
Middle Tennessee defenders then sacked 
Justice Hansen three times, including one 
by Darrius Liggins on the final play. 


Playoffs roundup 

Lions claim 
D-II crown 

Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Luis Perez led 
Texas A&M-Commerce to its first NCAA 
Division II title and second football cham¬ 
pionship, throwing for 323 yards and two 
touchdowns in a 37-27 victory over South 
Florida on Saturday nigh. 

Texas A&M-Commerce (14-1) also won 
the 1972 NAIA championship. 

Perez completed 23 of 30 for 323 yards 
and two touchdowns for the Lions. The 
Harlon Hill Award winner is the first quar¬ 
terback to throw for more than 300 yards 
in the title game since 2005. He finished 
the season with 4,999 passing yards. 

JMU 51, South Dakota State 16: At 
Harrisonburg, Va., Marcus Marshall 
broke loose on a pair of long touchdown 
runs, Jimmy Moreland made three in¬ 
terceptions and defending ECS national 
champion James Madison returned to the 
title game. 

The top-seeded Dukes (14-0) won their 
FCS-tying 26th straight game to return to 
the championship game against No. 2 seed 
North Dakota State, a 55-13 winner over 
Sam Houston State on Friday night. 

Saint Francis 24, Reinhardt 13: Jus¬ 
tin Green ran for 132 yards and two touch¬ 
downs to help Saint Francis beat Reinhardt 
at Daytona, Fla., for its second consecutive 
NAIA championship. 

Nick Ferrer was 19-of-30 passing for 270 
yards and Duke Blackwell had five recep¬ 
tions for 96 yards for Saint Francis (14-0). 
The Cougars, winners of 23 games in a 
row, have not lost since Oct. 1,2016. 
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NFL 


Lions force Bears out of comfort zone 


By Larry Lage 
Associated Press 

DETROIT — The Detroit Lions came up 
with a scheme to shut down Chicago’s run¬ 
ning game and force Bears rookie quarter¬ 
back Mitchell Trubisky to throw a lot. 

The plan worked perfectly. 

Chicago averaged less than 3 yards a 
carry and Trubisky threw three intercep¬ 
tions Saturday night, setting the Lions up 
for a 20-10 win that keeps them in the play¬ 
off picture. 

The Bears ran for a season-high 232 
yards in their last game, a 33-7 win at Cin¬ 
cinnati, and had 222 yards rushing in a 
three-point loss to Detroit last month. 

“We came out and punched them in the 
face,” Detroit cornerback Darius Slay said. 
“That was the difference.” 

When Detroit narrowly escaped the 
Windy City with a win, Jordan Howard 
had 125 yards rushing and a score. 


In the rematch, he was limited to 37 
yards on 10 carries and that played a part 
in the Bears being forced to try to move the 
ball through the air a lot. 

Trubisky had season highs in completions 
(31), attempts (46), yards passing (314) and 
interceptions (three) including two to Slay 
and one to safety Quandre Diggs in the end 
zone early in the fourth quarter. 

“Last week we had a little juice, execut¬ 
ed, had things rolling,” he said. “It seemed 
like the opposite.” 

Here are some other takeaways: 

Postseason positioning: The Lions (8-6) 
need to win their last two games, at Cincin¬ 
nati and against Green Bay, and will need 
some favorable results by other teams to 
earn a second straight and third playoff 
appearance in four years. Carolina (9-4), 
New Orleans (9-4) and Atlanta (8-5) are all 
ahead of the Lions in the NFC playoff race, 
and they all beat Detroit to own a potential 
tiebreaker. 


“What we did this week won’t matter if 
we don’t win next week,” Detroit receiver 
Golden Tate said. 

Conservative coaching: Fox was ques¬ 
tioned about an eyebrow-raising decision 
in each half He punted on a fourth-and-1 
from the Chicago 45 early in the second 
quarter, trailing 6-0. 

“It’s not a no-lose situation because if we 
don’t make it, they’ve got the ball at our 
45,” he said. “Like I said, you could go for 
it, but you have to know that it can come 
back and bite you.” 

After Trubisky threw a 9-yard touch¬ 
down pass to Benny Cunningham to make 
it 20-10 with 2:32 left, cutting Chicago’s 
deficit to 10, Fox chose not to try an onside 
kick. 

“We knew we had to score twice,” Fox 
said. “So, we felt we could stop them, score 
and then go for the onside kick the second 
time. That’s how you generally play that.” 

On target: Matthew Stafford, who threw 


two touchdown passes, completed 25 of 33 
passes for 237 yards without a turnover. 
He connected on 76 percent of his passes 
after having an 82-percent completion per¬ 
centage over the previous two games. 

“He’s been on a tear lately,” coach Jim 
Caldwell said. “He’s been playing well for 
a while. He hangs in there, delivers the 
ball. He’s got some receivers making plays 
for him, too.” 

Getting flagged: Four of Chicago’s 13 
penalties gave Detroit first downs. 

“Some of it was some new guys in be¬ 
cause of some guys lost,” Fox said. “That’s 
not an excuse. It’s just reality.” 

Stepping up: Slay had two interceptions, 
giving him seven this season to surpass his 
previous career total of six from his first 
four seasons in the league. 

“I’ve been supposed to make these kind 
of plays,” he said. “At times in my career, 
I was knocking them down. So, I’m just 
going for the pick.” 


Scoreboard 


American Conference 


East 

W L T 

New England 10 3 0 
Buffalo 7 6 0 

Miami 6 7 0 

N.Y. Jets 


Jacksonville 

Tennessee 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

y-Pittsburgh 

Baltimore 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Oakland 
Denver 


South 

9 4 0 


Pet PF PA 

.769 368 250 
.538 240 290 
.462 236 318 
.385 266 311 

.692 329 202 
.615 273 294 
.308 312 335 
.214 225 368 

.846 320 251 
.538 318 246 
.385 226 271 
.000 197 335 

.571 359 302 
.500 311 255 
.462 264 304 
.357 254 328 


National Conference 


y-Philadelphia l: 

Dallas : 

Washington ! 

N.Y. Giants : 

New Orleans i 

Carolina i 

Atlanta ! 

Tampa Bay ‘ 

Minnesota 1( 

Detroit ! 

Green Bay 
Chicago 


7 6 0 
4 10 0 


846 404 250 
538 316 294 
385 285 344 
154 199 321 

692 370 263 
692 300 262 
615 294 261 
308 264 312 

769 309 235 
571 358 339 
538 285 302 
286 234 294 


692 396 265 
615 314 252 
462 231 317 
231 228 314 


West 

L.A. Rams 9 4 C 

Seattle 8 5 C 

Arizona 6 7 C 

San Francisco 3 10 C 

y-clinched division 

Thursday’s games 
Denver 25, Indianapolis 13 
Saturday’s games 
Detroit 20, Chicago 10 
Kansas City 30, L.A. Chargers 13 
Sunday’s games 
Philadelphia at N.Y Giants 
Cincinnati at Minnesota 
Houston at Jacksonville 
Arizona at Washington 
N.Y. Jets at New Orleans 
Miami at Buffalo 
Green Bay at Carolina 
Baltimore at Cleveland 
L.A. Rams at Seattle 
New England at Pittsburgh 
Tennessee at San Francisco 
Dallas at Oakland 

Monday’s games 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
Indianapolis at Baltimore 
Minnesota at Green Bay 
Sunday, Dec. 24 
Cleveland at Chicago 
Atlanta at New Orleans 
Denver at Washington 
Tampa Bay at Carolina 
Miami at Kansas City 
L.A. Rams at Tennessee 
L.A. Chargers at N.Y. Jets 
Detroit at Cincinnati 
Buffalo at New England 
Jacksonville at San Francisco 
N.Y. Giants at Arizona 
Seattle at Dallas 

Monday, Dec. 25 
Pittsburgh at Houston 
Oakland at Philadelphia 


Saturday 
Chiefs 30, Chargers 13 


_.A. Chargers 0 6 7 0-13 

Kansas City 3 7 10 10-30 

First Quarter 
KC-FG Butker31, :00. 

Second Quarter 

KC—Hill 64 pass from A.Smith (Butker 
kick), 6:30. 

LAC-Gordon 2 run (kick failed), 2:00. 

Third Quarter 

LAC—Gates 10 pass from Rivers 
(Coons kick), 9:20. 

KC—K.Hunt 3 pass from A.Smith (But¬ 
ker kick), 2:07. 

KC-FG Butker 24, :28. 

Fourth Quarter 
KC-FG Butker 51, 10:59. 

KC-K.Hunt 5 run (Butker kick), 3:57. 
A-75,011. 

LAC KC 

First downs 20 20 

Total Net Yards 307 397 

Rushes-yards 22-98 32-174 

Passing 209 223 

Punt Returns i-fi 2 -i 

Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


3-75 

3-74 

23-30-0 

1-8 

3-43.0 


9-61 7-71 

26:39 33:21 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing—LA, Gordon 19-78, Ekeler 
2-13, Benjamin 1-7. KC, K.Hunt 24-155, 
A.Smith 3-13, West 5-6. 

Passing—Los Angeles, Rivers 20-36-3- 
227. Kansas City, A.Smith 23-30-0-231. 

Receiving—LA, Gordon 6-91, Allen 5-54, 
Ty.Williams 3-31, Henry 3-28, Gates 1-10, 
Benjamin 1-7, Ekeler 1-6. KC, K.Hunt 7-51, 
Kelce 6-46, Hill 5-88, Thomas 2-6, Charles 
1-18, A.Wilson 1-15, Harris 1-7. 

Missed field goals—KC, Butker 52. 



Charlie Riedel/AP 


Kansas City Chiefs defensive lineman Chris Jones (95) sacks Los Angeles Chargers quarterback Philip 
Rivers (17) during the first half Saturday night in Kansas City, Mo. Kansas City won 30-13. 

Control: Rivers throws just one TD pass 


Lions 20, Bears 10 

Chicago 0 3 0 7-10 

Detroit 3 10 7 0-20 

First Quarter 

Det-FG Prater 48, 11:58. 

Second Quarter 
Det-FG Prater 31, 14:56. 

Det—T.Jones 3 pass from Stafford 
(Prater kick), 6:10. 

Chi-FG Nugent 41, :02. 

Third Quarter 

Det—Ebron 8 pass from Stafford (Prat¬ 
er kick), 9:48. 

Fourth Quarter 

Chi—Cunningham 9 pass from 
Trubisky (Nugent kick), 2:32. 

A-65,872. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


Chi 

22 


3-62 3-34 

0-0 3-19 

1-46-3 25-33-0 

2-8 4-35 

5-45.0 4-45.5 


1-0 


1-1 


13-97 
30:55 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing—Chicago, Howard 10-37, 
Trubisky 2-3, Burton 1-2, Cohen 2-1. De¬ 
troit, Riddick 8-49, Green 10-35, Abdullah 
1-8, Stafford l-(minus 1). 

Passing—Chicago, Trubisky 31-46-3- 
314. Detroit, Stafford 25-33-0-237. 

Receiving—Chicago, Wright 7-81, Bel¬ 
lamy 5-70, Cunningham 4-33, Howard 4-26, 
Cohen 4-16, Brown 3-32, Wheaton 2-42, 
Sims 1-9, Inman 1-5. Detroit, Ebron 5-33, 
Golladay 4-29, M.Jones 3-85, Tate 3-33, 
TJones 3-26, Abdullah 3-13, Riddick 3-12, 
Agnew 1-6. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

and a blowup with an assistant 
coach on the team bus, earned 
him a one-game suspension from 
coach Andy Reid. 

“He has a chip on his shoulder. 
That’s how he plays the game,” 
Chiefs cornerback Darrelle Revis 
said. “Coming back from his sus¬ 
pension, really contributing to 
this win, it’s big.” 

Kareem Hunt had 155 yards 
rushing and a touchdown, and 
hauled in seven catches for 51 
yards and another score, as Kan¬ 
sas City (8-6) beat the Chargers 
(7-7) for the eighth straight time. 

Now, they need only win one of 
their final two games to clinch the 
AFC West and a playoff berth. 

The Chargers, meanwhile, have 
to win out and get a lot of help if 
they want to reach the postseason, 
a disappointing turn of events for 
a team that had already dug out 
from a 0-4 start. 

“At this point we don’t control 
our own destiny,” Chargers coach 


Anthony Lynn said. “We lost that 
today. We can win out but we need 
some help. All we can control is 
these next two weeks.” 

Tyreek the freak: Chiefs WR 
Tyreek Hill showed off his speed 
on a 64-yard touchdown catch, 
beating Chargers CB Casey Hay¬ 
ward. It was Hill’s seventh touch¬ 
down reception of the season. 
“He almost overthrew me,” Hill 
said of Smith’s throw. “I went to 
the sidelines and gave him crap 
for it.” 

Injury woes: Chargers LB 
Denzel Perryman (hamstring), 
S Adrian Phillips (ankle), DT 
Corey Liuget (knee) and LT Rus¬ 
sell Okung (groin) were among 
those to go down Saturday night. 
RB Austin Ekeler also hurt his 
hand after fumbling the ball 
away in the second half “We had 
a bunch of guys come out of the 
game today,” Rivers said. “That’s 
not an excuse but that certainly 
didn’t help.” 

Division dominance: Reid im¬ 
proved to 10-3 against the Char¬ 


gers, including his time with 
Philadelphia, while Smith im¬ 
proved to 7-1. The organization’s 
streak of eight consecutive wins 
ties the franchise record of eight 
straight over the Chargers from 
1990-93. 

Still climbing: Rivers’ lone 
touchdown pass went to Antonio 
Gates, the 86th time he’s connect¬ 
ed with his trusty tight end. That 
broke a tie with the 49ers’ Steve 
Young and Jerry Rice for the sec¬ 
ond-most connections between 
a quarterback and pass-catcher, 
trailing only Peyton Manning 
and Marvin Harrison. The long¬ 
time Colts teammates connected 
for 112 touchdowns. 

Looking ahead: The Chiefs can 
clinch the AFC West with a win 
over the Dolphins next Sunday, 
while the Chargers head to the 
Meadowlands to face the Jets 
with fading postseason hopes. 
“Just keep going,” Rivers said. 
“We’ve got two games left. Finish 
it the right way.” 
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Kemp coming back 

OF part of 5-player deal to 
Braves for salary relief» Page 26 



Ed Zuhga/AP 

Kansas City Chiefs running back Kareem Hunt, right, celebrates his touchdown in front of Los Angeles Chargers safety Tre Boston (33) during the second half Saturday. 



Chiefs 

defensive 

back 

Marcus 

Peters 


Chiefs take 

stellar against Chargers, 


control 

helps KC atop AFC West 


back with an ego. He wanted to prove to us that he missed us.” 

He proved it with his actions, even if he didn’t want to say it in 
words. 

Peters refused to speak to reporters this week, then declined to 
speak again after the game, even though players can be subject to 
fines if they do not handle media responsibilities. 

There were plenty of others in the Chiefs’ locker room willing to 
speak for him, though. 

“Definitely not surprised,” said Chiefs quarterback Alex Smith, 
who threw for 231 yards and two scores. “He’s such a competitor 
on top of what kind of player he is. He’s got amazing ability, he has 
such great feel for the game—just a heck of a competitor.” 

But that competitiveness had boiled over in recent weeks, and 
led to embarrassing incident in New York when he chucked an of¬ 
ficials’ flag into the stands during a loss to the Jets. Those antics, 
SEE CONTROL ON PAGE 31 


By Dave Skretta 
Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The Kansas City Chiefs 
played so well without Marcus Peters last week that 
some wondered whether they were better off without 
the talented yet volatile All-Pro cornerback. 

Peters provided quite an answer to that question Satur¬ 
day night. 

Returning from a one-game disciplinary suspension, Peters 
picked off Chargers quarterback Philip Rivers twice and caused an¬ 
other fumble in a dazzling performance. Kansas City added another 
interception of Rivers and rolled on offense to a 30-13 victory and a 
stronghold on the AFC West lead. 

“Marcus went out there and played lights-out football,” said 
Chiefs safety Ron Parker, who had the other pick. “I think he came 


Oklahoma takes down No. 3 Wichita 

State » College basketball, Page 29 



No. 25 Boise State holds off Oregon to win 
Las Vegas Bowl » college football, Page 30 













